Two Drivers Hurt
In Fiery Smashup

By HOWARD KLEINBERG  spectacular accident i (ront of
the main grandstand last night

Minmt News Exeeuiive Sews Edtnr

Wakes Up When
Cars Roll In

By JORN CRITTENDEN
Mami News Sparts Webter
SEBRING — The mast impressive record set at Scbring
this weekend was recorded at 2 am. Fridsy. A Corvette
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Alpha Romeo collided alung the
inside of the race course, rup-
turing the gas tank of
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was hitting 115 miles per hour ing Ridge-
wood St, when police chiel Lonnle Curl turned on his siren.
This was a full 10 MPH over the previous vecord for a
40MPH speed zone. and almost 15 MPH faster than the
lap record at the Sebring Race course

The 12hour Gran Prix of Endurance has some remark-
able influences on this country town |papulation 6323 but
many of the residents catch the spirit, too.

“The local boys.” sald C. E. Fritz. the policeman in
charge of the downtown traffle circle, “are quite, peaceful
drivers 51 weeks a year. But this weekend they're seratching
and digging out Hke everybody else.”

Race week brings a change for the Sebring girls. tom,

“There are 15 benches out there in the patk in the middie
of that traffic circle.” sald 20-yearold Bontle Jean Fisher,
the Sebring lbrarian. “That's one bench for every eligible
single girl in this town.” Bonnie Jean. and the rest of the
town's young ladies, were ay popular as chorus girls this
weekend — the men outnumber the wome at least 301
here. Schring girls, like local motels, take feservations for
dates a year in advance for this lestival.

Mnl.bﬂdhhﬁru‘,rnnﬂdmm.
and 11 motels, with 173 living units, and many of these
are lilled by the 3,000 tourists — mostly tetirees — who
winter In Sebring. But the Chamber of O e
that 1.000 ndded sleepers are here overnight on the Friday
evoning of race week, '

Like the race drivers they come lo see, the speciatons
warmed up for yesterday's maln event by driving sround
In circles,

Police Chief Curl keeps two barricades i his stareroom
markod “do not enter.”’ These are brought out fur race
week, and placed af the polnts where Ridgeway St inter.
sects with the midtown tralfic circle, “The kids don't have
anywhere else 10 g0, sald Frita, the alficer In charge. “and
i we don't put up the harricades (o stop them, they just
ride around and around the clircle all night"

Most of the rece drivers and their swankior devatoos
went 1o the Gran Prix ball Friday night ol the Kenlhworth
Hotel (rooma: up to 840 & alght’ for & dance with mtermis.
slon performances by an’ artisl namod Marlese (“exotic
donces In every languoge™). But most of the vislers, the
ones who didn't sleep all night ot the track, were downtown,
swarming around the traffic circle

Fort Laudordale notwithstanding. 114 I8 where the hoys
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tey minutes belore, came rac
ing down the siraightway o
better than 190 MPH and

the area w» ||
fire engines raced through the |4
mase of parked cars in the pad. '™
dock ares to reach the soene
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By HOWARD KLEINRERG

Minmt News Eseeuiive News Eaner  the main grandstand last night
SEBRING — Two drivers 9uring the Sebring  13-howr

were injured and nearly 150 pt PO car Tace

crowmen and paddock patrons Two racing cam = a con

faced with sudden horrar in a

Country Town
Wakes Up When
Cars Roll In

By JORN CRITTENDEN
Mami News Sparts Wetter
SEBRING — The most impressive record set at Scbring

this weekend was recorded at 2 am. Friday. A Corvette
was hitting 115 miles per hour entering downtown Ridge.
wood St. when police chiel Lonnle Cur] tarned on his siren
This was a full 10 MPH over the previous vecord for a
4OMPH speed zone. and almost 15 MPH f{aster than the
lap record at the Sebring Race course

The 12hour Gran Prix of Endurance has some remark-
able influences on this country town (population 6.323) but
many of the residents catch the spirit, too

“The local boys.” sald C. E, Pritz. the policeman n
charge of the downtown traffie clrele, “are quite, peaceful
drivers 51 weeks a year. But this weekend they're seratching
and digging out NHke everybody else.”

Race week brings a change for the Sebring girls. ton

“There are 15 benches out there in the park in the middie
of that traflic circle.” sald 20-yearold Bontle Jean Fisher
the Sebring librarian. “That's one bench for every eligible
single girl in this town.” Bonnie Jean, and the rest of the
town's young ladies, were as popular as chorws girls this
weckend — the men outnumber the wome at least 301
here. Schring girls, like local motels, take feservations for
dates a year in advance for this festival

There are 10 hotels In Sebring, with a total of 7% rooms

with 173 living units, and many of these

and 11 motels

are lilled by the 3000 tourists — mostly who

wtirees —

winter In Sebring. But the Chamber of Commerce estimates
that 2.000 added sleepers are hore overnight on the Priday
evening of race week

Like the race drivers they come lo see, the spectators
warmed up for yesterday's maln event by driving sround

n vircles

Police Chief Curl keeps two barricades it his stareroom
marked 0 Dot ente These are brouglt out lur race
week, and placed ot the polnts where Ridgewsy Si inter
sects with the middown trallic clrcle, “The kids don't have
anywhere else to § ald Frita, the ollicer in charge. “and
i we don't put up the harricades (o stop them, they just
ride around and around the clrcle all nigt

Most of the rece drivers and their svankior devaloms
went 10 the Gran Prix ball Fridey night ot the Kenllworth
Hotel (rooms: up 10 90 & alght' for & danoe with mtermis
slon performances by an artisl samod Marlene Xt
dances In every langunge But most of the visllors, the
ones who didn’t sleep all might ot the track, were downtown
swarming around the traflic circle

Fort Lauderdale notwithatanding. | i where the hoys

are. They have varying shades of sunbuny on their noses
and the dress runs from cost and 1R o GreekJetter
sweatshirts, but the downtown crowd b |

The local bucket o "Wood is the Circle Bar, which has
# lront window sign reading “Officks! Nace Meadquarters.'
N oadds, in distinetly smalier prist “for lowenbran. Thiy &
one of the olddashioned saake plis, with & blackhoard for
basehall scores I the back and & woek's sccumalation
of trash on the foor. Normally, B s ot % pm. Bt
during race woekend "o bar s apen as bong & there
il ome customer bel w can slemach warm beer

ely collegiate

The ice rums ov o hours belore midnight Perhaps

the most attentive ctators at the downtown Sebring
show are the tourist watly elderl) people. who vacatien
bere. They stand & ‘he eodpge of the bagpipe comcerts

s outside the Circle Bar and stroll
chrants, choerful and enjoying the

sit an the green be
between the young
enthusiasm ol yout

Today, they will return to their shaded haunts at the
tourtst club, where the most exciting game on the premuses
is shuffleboard

In Fiery Smashup

spectacular sccident i (rent of

tonding Ford Cobla and an

Alpha Romeo cellided alung the
of the race course,
turing the gas tank of the
Alpha-Romeo and sending »
(alming sheet of gasoline splash
ing against a threofoot-high
wall separating the spectators

nsice

fram the race course
Consalve Sanesi of Rtaly, driv-
or of the Alpha-Romeo, was

severely burned and treated at
a first ad station prior 1o being

sent to & hospital. Reginal
Smith, a spokesman for the Se-
bring race course. sald Samesi
was “burned all ever prett
bad. But be'll live

Bob Jobnsan of Columbus
Ohio, whose Cobra was

fourth place at the time — w
ope bour remaining i the race
- received bad bruises as
car flipped end over end belore
coming to & halt under the
spectator bridge which crosses
the course just below the main
eral

Observers in the area said it
was a miracle that spectators
weren't bathed in the [laming
gaoline. One crewman receiv-
ed minor burns and scratches
m the near stampede to evace-
ale the vicinity

Both cars were destroyed in
the accident and Sebring fire
fighter spent 10 minutes tryng
1o extinguish the flames As
bundreds of seckery
converged on the area. Flark
da Highway patrolmen and race

course officials were forced M

curiosity

et rough

The grandstand on the other
side of the ¥-yardwide racing
sirp wan more than
2000 spectatons

filled with

| stewards, S»

ampar atively

Accerding to

pesl — driving »

small racing car was driv
ing slowly along the innide of
the course, with » crank shalt
malfunction

Johnson, who teok ever the

driver's chores lrom Dan Gar

ney minutes belore, came
ng down the straightwa

better than 130 MPH »od
mached Into left renr of Sa
ne ar. The tank ruptures

; line  explode
Johinson's car Josl & wheel ax

begcan flipping ove

The sheoet ¢ arme
ards

ames ot hetter

covered

more than twent o the

Pl area and

than o e e »
fire engines raced through the
mate of parked cary i the pad
dock ares to reach the scene

It was the only sizable ace
dent of the day and the major
one here = four yoars. A T
pe Tribune photographer and
Calllornias  driver were  killed
here four years age In & single

sccident on the hairpin turs

Falcons

THE MIAMI NEWS, Sunday, March 22, 1964 7C_

R

Those Fumes Can Make It Awfully Smoggy On The Track

Pompano Results
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To Face

Manatee Twice

Miami-Dade Junior College s
Lasehall eght
Sraight victories and a %2 rec
ord peing o this wechend's
games. has a double epportum
ty this week to gain undisputed
possession of first place in the
Florida Janior College Confer

ence

leam wilth

The Faloons play host 10 Man-
stee J.C. of Bradenton, defend-
mg state champs, Thursday and
Fridey, in the latter part of 2
lour -came schedule

Dade plays Wenieyan Univer
sity. Toesday, and Ohio State’s
B team Wednesday
games start o 3 pm. o Faloon
Field

Al four

Dade and Mazatee are both

340 I the FIX

Coach Bob Wymn brings 2 yp
wcal Manatee spaad here Thars
day. The Lancers. who have
won four comsecwtive state titles
and wore satiosal ressersup
last seasem are cwrrestly 52
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Plugs Important

Experts point ot that poor
fucl cconomny is often the fault
o4 it phugs A pood wpark from
2 clean, pew plug with the right
gop will cut fuel costs and im
prove engine performance

Ferraris Do
It Again

At Sebring

Cont'd from I1st Sports Page

when the car caught fire but & distinct improvement on
Cobea's 19 Sebring showing, when the Fordpowered en
trants lasted saly hall of the race
Twe lalians — Lodovico Scarfiotti and Nino Vaccarella
drove the second place car, with Joha Surtees. of London
and Lovenss Bandini, of Baly, flnishing third

The winning car traveled the record distance of 214 lapn
# Sebring record of some 1138 miles

Ferrart dominated the carly roce. Aller 30 laps of the
52 mile course, they held five of the first six places
By 2 pm. however, four hours inle the race, (three
Ford Cobras had moved imto chhllenging positions, running
fifth, sixth and seventh

Miami Mayor Robert King High. a gubernatorial candi
date and » sometime.metorcycle rider, was the starter —
and be pot quite » it when more than & of the starting
drivers began racing for their cars a full five soconds be
fore the signal was given. There are no recalls in marathons
lke this — ecarly seconds stolen mean little in & 13hour
rixe

Roger Penske. in & Corvette Grand Sport, took the lead
and — ene of the day's shining minor triumphs — held ¥
through the first lap when Surtees lost control of his car
briefly on the Webster curve. The inevitable Ferraris took
t from there

Pedro who co-drove the %4 Daytona Con-
tnental wnper with Phil Hill ran nto trouble immediately
«— losing a spare tire i the first bour and was the first of
the Ferraris out of the race. It was withdrawn at 132 pm
with engine malfunctions and a had water bose

Results
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| He Was Tops

In the two seasons Pete Liske
was Penn State’s No, | quarter-
back, the Nittany Lions compih
ed o 164 won-dost record.




