THE BELGIAN GRAND PRIX

Fabulous Francorchamps—BRM break the Cosworth stronghold

SrA, FRANCORCHAMPS, BELGIUM, Fune Ttk
WHEN the Grand Prix circus assembled in the paddock at Fran-
corchamps on Friday, June Sth, for the first practice session there
was a very noticeable gap in the ranks. The orange cars of the Bruce
McLaren Motor Racing Team had been withdrawn, for on the
Tuesday previous McLaren had died in a crash at Goodwood, while
testing his latest Can-Am racing car, Practice was from 5§ p.m. to
7 p.m., and though a little light drizzle during the afternoon had some
people in a nervous twitch, by the time the practice started everything
was dry and the sun was shining strongly, so that the wonderful
Francorchamps circuit was in superb condition. As a sop to certain
Grand Prix drivers the course had been modified slightly since the
recent 1,000-kilometre sports-car race, and instead of taking the very
fast Malmedy right-hand sweep at around 150 m.ph. it was now
necessary to brake really hard, going left of the grass island and then
turning sharp right and joining the Masta straight on a left-hand
sweep. This so-called chicane increased lap times to the order of
seven to ten seconds, so a new set of standards for Grand Prix cars
at Francorchamps was to be set, For the record the fastest Grand
Prix lap in a race stood to Surtees with the V12 Honda in 1968, at
3 min. 30.5 sec,, the fastest GP lap ever to Clark in a Lotus 49 in
1967 practice, at 3 min. 28.1 sec. and the fastest lap, regardless, to
Rodriguez in a Porsche 917 sports car in 3 min. 16.5 sec,, 160.3
m.p.h. It will be recalled that no Grand Prix was held at Francor-
champs in 1969,

Apart from the very sad absence of the McLaren team, which
included Gethin who was to have temporarily taken Hulme’s place,
and de Adamich with the Alfa Romeo-engined McLaren, there were
other non-arrivals, these being Eaton with the third of the Type 153
BRM cars, the second Tyrrell entry, for Servoz-Gavin suddenly
decided he had raced enough and opted out of the team, Moser with
his “standard British Grand Prix Car Kit” built in Ttaly for him by
Bellasi and Surtees with his private McLaren. This left 18 runners,
the last one being Soler-Roig, who was waiting for Lotus to finish
modifying their second Type 72, so for the first practice there were
17 entries and for a time they all had to feel their way round the
new, sharp Malmedy corner, it being interesting as it called for very
heavy braking on the left-hand curve at the exit from the very fast
Burnenville curve. Stewart had two Tyrrell March cars to use, 701/2
as his mainstay and 701/7 as a training car, and he used the second
one for settling in to the circuit before going out in the first car to
establish any serious times. The works March cars were being experi-
mented with as it was the first time they had been run at such high
speeds and it was a matter of balancing the drag of the acrodynamic
devices (the nose fins, the side tanks and the tail aerofoil) to
maximum speed consistent with stability, and as most of the down-
thrust is directed to keeping the front down this was proving a tricky
problem. Amon’s usual car, 701/1, had undergone a complete
rebuild, even to the extent of having a new monocogue, but like

the axe that took off the head of Anne Boleyn, it was still the
original, even though it had had four new heads and six new handles !
Siffert was in 701/5 and neither of them put in a great deal of
practice due to various adjustments being made and fuel feed experi-
ments being carried out, for at Spa the cars spend a lot of time in a
nose-down attitude on full throttle, which encourages the fuel to slosh
forwards in the system rather than backwards, where it is needed. The
Brabham team was also experimenting with fuel systems and had
pannier tanks on each side of the cockpit, as engines are always
thirsty at Spa. The system of plastic pipes and electric pumps was a
real “plumber’s nightmare”, but seemed to work. Brabham was in
BT33,2 and Stommelen, as usual, was in BT33/1.

Team Lotus had a modified Type 72 for Rindt to drive, this being
7271 which had rearranged rear suspension geometry that no longer
had the much-vaunted anti-squat characteristics, but the car did not
get very far, for after a few laps a rear hub seized up and broke the
lower wishbone mounting away. Someone had not drilled an § in.
breather hole in the hub upright casting on the right rear, and
pressure build-up from heat blew out the oil seal, the lubricant
escaped, the bearing seized solid and the sudden reverse torque was
more than the suspension had been designed to carry, for with inboard
breather hole in the hub upright casting on the right rear, and
was happening Miles was circulating in a Lotus 49C, making his
first appearance at Francorchamps, having been over the previous
weekend in an Elan to learn the way round. Soler-Roig was awaiting
72/2, the second of the 1970 cars which had been modified very
extensively, The monocoque had been taken apart, bulkheads were
riveted inside the fuel tank spaces, half-way along, two bag tanks were
now used on each side, with a filler on the left to fill the front ones,
the inner cockpit skin had been strengthened and the rear surface of the
cockpit had been moved forward to give a thicker box-section around
the driver's shoulders. All this had been done to improve the torsional
stiffness of the monocoque, which had been part of the high-speed
cornering instability. As on 72/1 the rear suspension had been altered
10 remove the anti-squat characteristics and on 72/2 an entirely new
front suspension frame had been made removing all anti-dive
characteristics, In consequence of all the work one could say that 72/1
had been medified to a 72B and 72/2 to a 72C. After Miles had done a
bit of practice in the 49C it was given to Rindt, as he had not even
started to record decent times with the Lotus 72. Graham Hill was
going round and round in Walker’s rebuilt Lotus 49C, running with-
out front fins or rear acrofoil, endeavouring to gain more down the
straights by reduced drag than he was losing on the corners by loss
of downthrust, but the results were not very conclusive, Ferrari were
also trying this dodge on the car Ickx was driving, but soon reverted
to fins and aerofoil as Ickx found the car much too sensitive and
twitchy without its aerodynamic downthrust aids, though this could
have been because the suspension and tyres had been designed for
high downthrust.

ENTRY
Ne. Entrant Driver Country Car Engine Guearbox Tyres Cotour Team Boss Man
1 | Owen Racing Organisation, England P. Rodviguex Mexico BRM Type 153 BAM viz BRM Dunlop White and gold Tim Parnell
2 | Owen Racing Organisaticn, England J, Oliwer England BRM Type 153 BRM V12 BRM Dunlop White and gedd Tim Parnell
3 | Owen Racing Organisation, England G. Eatea Cannda BRM Type 153 BRAM viz BRM Dunlop White and godd Tim Parnel
4 | Bruce McLaren Motor Racing, England 8. McLaren Now Zealand McLaren MI4A Cosworth Vi Mewtand Goodyear Orange Phil Kerr
5 | Brots McLaren Moter Racing, England P. Gothin England McLaron M14A Cosworth V@ Heowland Goodyear Orange Pl Keer
& | Bruce Mclaren Motor Racing, England A, de Adaich | ltaly McLaren MTD Alfa Romeo VB Hewlaad Goodysar Oranpe Phil Kerr
7 | Frank Witllams "Racing Cars". England P. Courage England D¢ Tomaso 0 Cosworth V3 Hewlans Dunleg Red Frank Williams
4 | Whaatcrodt Racing, England . Bedl England Brabban BT26 Cosmorth Vil Hewinnd Dunlop Groen Tom Wheatorolt
4 | Mareh Engineering, England J. Siflert Switzecland March 701 Cosaworih Vi Hewland Firostone Daygiow red Alan Rees
10 | March Engineering, England C. Amen New Zenland March 700 Cosworth v3 Hewland Fizestone Dayglow red Alan Rees
11 | Yyeredl Racing Organisation, England J. Stewarl Scotland March M1 Cosworth Vit Mewlsng Dunlop Blue Ken Tymrets
12 | Tyerodl Racing Orgasisation, England — - - - — — - -
14 | Antique Automobiies, England R. Peterson Sweden March 701 Cosworth Va Hewlana Goodyear Yellow and maroon Colin Crabbe
15 - - - - -— - - - -
16 | Siivio Moser Racing Team, Switzerlany 5. Moser Switzerland Bellasi F1 Coswortn V3 Hewland - - -
17 | Yeam Surtees, England J. Surtees England Mclacun MIC Cosworth va Hewiang Firestone Red and white -
18 | Motor Racing Developments, England J. Brabham Australia Brakbdam BTI3 Coaworth Vi " Goody T ise and yellow | R, Tawranac
19 | Motor Racing Developments, England RS I G y Orab 8T Coaworth V& Hewlnnd G T and white R. Tasransc
X | Gold Leat Team Lotus, England J. Rindt Austiia Lotus 728 Cosworth V3 Hewland Firestone | Red, white and godd Colin Chapmas
21 | Gold Leaf Team Lotus, England J. Miles England Lotus 45C Cosworth Vi Mewland Firestone Red, white and gold Colin Chagman
2 | World Wide Racing, England A. Soler-Rolg Spain Lotus 72C Ceoawerth Vi Huwland Firastone Rod, white and goid Colia Chapman
Brooke Bond Oxe Racing, England G. Hil England Lotes &5C Cosworth V8 Hewland Firestons Bluw and white Rob Walker
4 - - - - - - - = -
& | Equipe Matra-Elf, France 4-P. Beltolse France Matra-Simea Mata V12 Hewlnnd Gocdyesr Blye and white Joas Huber|
6 | Equipe Matra-Elf. France H. Pescarolo France Matra-Simca Matra V12 Hewlond Geodyoar Blue and Green Jean Hebert
27 | SEFAC Ferrarl, taly 4. lekx Belgium Ferrari 5128 Forrarl fias-12 Feerari Firestone Rod Franco Gozzl
28 | SEFAC Ferrarl, Naly I Glunti MHaly Ferrari 3128 Ferrari flat12 Foerael Firestons Red France Gouxl
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The BRM team were not at all happy as their gearboxes were giving
trouble with the selectors not selecting properly and with gears coming
out of engagement, though as they were BRM designed and built gear-
boxes rather than the ubiquitous Hewland boxes, they had to sort out
their own problems. Matra were busy changing ratios on their Hew-
land gearboxes, so did not do too much running, but when they did
the French V12-cylinder engines sounded beautifully crisp. Colin
Crabbe’s yellow and brown March 701 which Peterson was driving
had been geared for an optimistic maximum of 195 m.p.h.,, so when
it would not reach peak r.p.m. in top the Swede left it in 4th gear,
rather than waste time having the ratios changed, for it was his first
race at Spa and he had plenty to learn. He was driving very smoothly
and very confidently, and not all that slowly, his times being in the
3min. 40 sec., less than ten seconds slower than the Stewarts and
Brabhams, which was very good for a first time out. Ferrari had
entered two cars and the second one was being driven by Giunti, who
had the advantage of having driven a 5-litre sports car in the 1,000-
kilometre race, so he knew what Spa was all about, and merely had
to adapt himself to a single-seater and getting the most out of a lower-
powered engine than he had been used to. Courage was using the
number three De Tomaso car, and waiting for a brand-new one to
arrive from Modena. Like Amon’s March it was to retain the number
38/2, being a 1009 rebuild of the second car, with the addition of
wider rear track and different suspension geometry for the De Tomaso
designer is still learning about high-speed single-seaters, Towards the
end of the practice session the pace began 10 speed up a bit as drivers
got used to the circuit and the evening began to get cool. Brabham was
trying really hard, as was Stewart, while Stommelen was driving
impressively, and it looked as though the Scot was going to hold fastest
time with 3 min. 31.8 sec,, not quite down to the old 1968 record, but
s usual anyone who thought that reckoned without Brabham. As the
Director of the race was preparing to end practice the swarthy
Australian did a sort of Fangio act and pipped Stewart’s time, with
3min. 31.5 sec., just as practice finished.

Saturday was another glorious day and practice was from 2 p.m.
until 3.30 p.m., the two BRM drivers being out very smartly, as they
had not really got under way the day before. Stewart was once more
playing himself in with the spare Tyrrell March and Ferrari produced
two cars for Ickx, 001 and 003, while Giunti was still driving 002,
this being yet another 1009 rebuild round a basic number, as 002 was
the car that was crashed and burnt out in Spain, Team Lotus had
repaired the 72 and given it permanently to Miles, and Rindt had
taken over the old 49C. The latest 72 had arrived but was being
finished off so Soler-Roig still did not get a drive. Brabham was play-
ing about with fuel systems and things and generally messing about so
that he got in no fast laps at all, whereas Stewart with his two cars
was well organised and after some practice with the spare car he went
out in 701/2 and got down to 3 min. 28.0 sec. Rindt was really
trying in the Lotus 49C and got down to 3 min. 30,1 sec. and Ickx was
not far off with 3 min, 30.9 sec. BRM were still having their troubles
for Oliver's engine went sick in the valve department, probably due
10 over-revving the day before when it kept jumping out of gear,
but Rodriguez managed to get in a very competitive time of
3min. 31.6 sec. Hill had all the fins and aerofoils put back on the
Walker Lotus 49C and the two Matras were proving to be very equal
until Pescarolo saw his oil pressure disappear and hurriedly switched
off, coasting to a stop at Malmedy before the engine wrecked itself,
though it was the end of his day's practice, The new De Tomaso had
arrived, but like the latest Lotus 72 was being finished off, and in
the meanwhile Courage had withdrawn 38/3 as a cylinder head gasket
blew. Oliver’s BRM was rushed back to the garage for an engine
change and Rindt's Cosworth engine went sick, so the car was torn
apart behind the pits. The works March car$ began to go better and
Amon put in a super lap at 3 min. 30.3 sec, third fastest of the carly
afternoon, but even so it was nearly two seconds slower than Stewart
in the Tyrrell March. It was a good effort by Amon, but when his
mechanic looked at the sparking plugs he found the one in number
one cylinder was coated with aluminium, so that was the end of that
Cosworth engine, It was becoming very obvious that the Cosworth
V8 engines were breaking rather disastrously on all sides and there
was not the usual happy confidence among those racing with them,

Of the private owners and drivers, Peterson now could use all
five gears and was down 1o & respectable 3 min. 36.8 sec, enjoying the
circuit more every time he went out, while Derek Bell in Wheatcroft’s
Brabham was thoroughly enjoying himself, having the knowledge of
Spa from the 1,000-kilometre race with the Belgian-owned 5128
Ferrari, and his best time was 3 min, 36.2 sec.

At 2.30 p.m. practice stopped and there was a welcome break until
6 p.m., during which time a semi-national event for BMW saloons
did their practice. In the paddock all was activity, the Lotus mechanics
did a very rapid engine change on Rindt's 49C, the new Lotus 72 was
finished off, Amon’s March was torn apart, the number three De
Tomaso was put to one side and the brand-new one arrived. The
timetable was for one final hour of practice from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.
and this was obviously going to be the “make-it-or-break-it"” session
as regards the starting grid, for there was no question of qualifying,
all 18 entries were acceptable, providing they were fast enough.
Although “make it was the objective “break it” was still popular and
Rodriguez stopped abruptly with a connecting-rod broken in his BRM
engine. Amon's car was in small pieces so he had no hope of practis-
ing but Rindt’s Lotus was finished and he bedded things in. The
new Lotus 72C was finished and Soler-Roig proceeded to feel his way
round the circuit, and Courage got in some laps with the brand-new
De Tomaso. Before the hour was up Oliver’s BRM was finished, with
a4 new engine, and he managed to get his fastest lap in, and Siffert
finally got into competition, though not for want of knowledge of the
circuit or driving ability, he just lacked a raceworthy car. Stommelen
put in his best lap, but Peterson was right behind him, and Giunt
beat them both, but so he should with the practice he had had with
the S-litre sports car. Ickx practised with the spare Ferrari until it
went wrong, and then went out in 003 and made his best time of all,
in 3 min. 30.7 sec, which was the fastest time in this final session,
Stewart being content with a “bedding-in” time of 3 min. 33.1 sec.,
knowing he had pole position with 3 min. 28.0 sec., over two seconds
faster than his nearest rival, and as this was an average speed of
just over 150 m.p.h,, including rwo 1st gear corners, no-one could
say the Grand Prix cars were hanging about, At the entrance to the
ess-bend on the Masta straight, which the braver ones took flat-out,
without lifting their throttle foot at all, the Matra team had set up
an “instant-speed” timing beam, and the fastest recorded time had
been Hill in the Walker Lotus 49C, without fins and aerofoil, ar
294 k.p.h. (approximately 182 m.p.h,).

PRACTICE TIMES

Friday | Satur- | Satur-~
No. Driver Car after- day day
noon First | S
1 }’ &clxinguez BRM '}‘ype 153}0:—¥n 3. %0.3|3. 35.6] no time
2 ver ype 1 —Via 3 44.5]3 g0 |3 342
3 | G. Eaton ;?6 ‘TARTER - — —
4 — W’ l‘llDRAWN — — —
g — llHDRAWN —_ —_ —
DRA — — —
g P, Co-unge De Tomas ;8:2 «Cosworth VS 3. 33.2|3. s1a —
D. Bell Brabham BT26/4-Cosworth VB | 3. 23313, 36.2|3. 381
9 {_Slﬂcn March 701/ 5-Cosworth VB 3. 4013 3473 329
: [Pame, |MEamiseomd 3 iz B2, S
11 lem 7oL/ 2+ 3. 3t8|3 WO | 3. 33-1
i | R pe March 70178 Cormontts Vi 38 3683 328
14 . tznon 701/ swort] 3. 3833 813 32
I - NO ENTRY — — —
I S. Moser NON-STARTER - — —
1 . Surlees NON-STARTER — - -
1 . Brabham Brabham BT33/2-Cosworth V8 | 3. 3083 4503 329
19 . Stommeden| Brabham BT33/5-Cosworth V8 | 3. 3223 5333 320
20 5 Rmdt Lotus 72B/:-Cosworth V8 no tme — -
21 Lotus 46C/R6-Cosworth V8 3. 4o0.1 — _
22 | A Sokr Roig lmm 732C/2-Cosworth V8 - - 3T
23 | G. Hill Lotus 45C/R7-Cosworth V8 3. 50.2|3 386|3 370
24 NO ENTRY _— -— —_
25 -P. Bd(olse Matra-Simea MS120/03—Vi2 3. 53313 3763 329
26 | H. Pescarolo | Matra-Simca MS120/02—Viz2 |3. 33713, 371 -~
2 . Ickx Ferrari 312B/003—V12 3 gg..c 3. 30.9 |3 30.7
2 . Griuntl Ferrani 312B/oo2—Vi2 3. BT 35 6|3 324
7T] P. Courage De Tomaso 38/2-Cosworth V8 - 3. 310
11T J. Stewart March 701/7-Cosworth V3 no time | no nme no time
2717 1. Tckx Ferrarl 312B/001—V12 —_ no time | no time
20 . Rindr otus 49C/R6-Cosworth V8 3 34.7|3 301|3 322
1 . Miles Lotus 7:1!.':-Couvmnh Vs - 3. 40.7[3 338

When all the times of the three practice periods had been shuffled
together the front row of the grid comprised Stewart, Rindt and
Amon, and as Rindt was driving a Lotus 49C, very similar to the car
that held pole-position in 1967, one wondered where the progress
had gone in the intervening years. In the final hour of practice Soler-
Roig had failed to get in more than two timed laps and in consequence
he was ruled out as a minimum of five laps was required. While the
various mechanics slaved away, many of them into the small hours,
to prepare the cars for the race, the timid drivers prayed for Sunday
sunshine and the rugged ones just slept, prepared to accept Sunday
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in whatever form it arrived, The Meteorological people had guaran-
teed fine weather for Sunday so the start was scheduled for 1 p.m.,
with a presentation of drivers at noon.

As promised by the Met. Man, Sunday was another glorious day,
and one of the leaders of the anti-Spa faction amongst the drivers
could be heard complaining that it was too hot. One wondered if the
GPDA were going to ask to have the start postponed until it got
cooler ! This particular driver's team-manager was voicing the
opinion that “Spa was too fast and would be finished in two years™,
The more realistic competitors were preparing for o serious motor race,
fuel consumption being uppermost in their minds, the Tyrrell team
were really well prepared, both 701/2 and 701/7 March cars were
ready to race, and no driver could ask for a better team preparation.
701/2 was destined for the grid, but such is the Tyrrell thoroughness
that the second car could have been substituted immediately if
required. Ickx had settled on 003 Ferrari and Courage was going to
use 38/2, the latest De Tomaso. The BRM mechanics had worked
hard and long and Rodriguez had a new engine in his car, and
Pescarolo and Amon also had new engines. Soler-Roig was refused
permission to start with the latest Lotus 72 as he had done insufficient
practice, and there was a flap in the March camp for Peterson was
being held by the police after a traffic fracas on the way to the circuit,
Some top-level diplomacy on the part of the race officials got him
freed only a few minutes before drivers began to set oft on a warm-up
lap. As the cars formed up on the “dummy-grid” there was a lot of
work still being done and everyone was topping up with petrol, while
the Brabhams were being topped up with oil as well.

STARTING GRID

*

20 10

J. Rindt C. Amon
{Lotus-Cosmorth V) | March-Casmortk V3
49C/RE 701/1
3 min. 10.3 se<,

27 1
J. Ickx . Brabham
(Fervars flat-12) (Br. Cosweorth V'8)
312B/00) BTayl2
3 min, 30,7 se¢ 3 min. 37.5 sec.

11
. Stewart
1Man‘LCumorlla V8
701/2

3 min. 28.0 sec. 1 min. 30.1 sec.

1 19 28

P. Rodniguez R. Stommelen 1. Giunti
(ERM Vi) { Brabham-Cosworth V&) (Fervari flar-12)

153/02 BTazr 3:28/c02
3 min, 31.6 sec. 3min. 32.0 sec. 3 min. 32.4 sec.

14 9
R, Peterson . Siffers
(March-Cossorch V8) [ March-Coswoorsh VE)
Jo1)%

7018 L ToLfs
Fmin. 32.8 sec amin, 32.9 sec.
2% ar
J-P. Belwise P. Covrage J. Miles
(Matra-Simea Viz) (D¢ Tomaso-Cormorth VE) (Lotus-Coszorth V8)

MSrt20/03 38/2 72/T

3 min. 32.9 sec. 3min. 33.0 tec. 3 min. 33.8 sec.

2
J. Oliver
(BRM V1i2)
153/04
3 min, 34.2 sec.

2
H. Pescarolo
(Martra-Stmca Via)
49C/Ry MSt20/02
3 min. 37.0 sec. 2 min, 37.1 sec.

D. Bell
{Brabhkam-Cosworth V8]
BT26/4

3 min. 36.2 sec,
2

G, Hilt
( Lotus-Casteorth V'8)
Non-starter : A, Soler<Roig (Lotws 72/2), insufficient practice,

It was just after 1 p.m. when the 17 cars rolled forward on to the
starting grid, and in a fantastic burst of sound they roared away down
the hill to start the 28-lap race, with Rindt forging into the lead from
his central position on the front row. As they sorted themselves out
on the opening lap it was Amon who took command, followed by
Stewart, Rindt, Rodriguez, Ickx, Brabham and Beltoise. At the end of
the field Bell headed for the pits to retire, with his gearbox stuck in
gear, the change mechanism under the lever in the cockpit having
broken. The two-second superiority that Stewart had shown in
practice was not making itself evident, and though he took the lead on
the second lap Amon, Rindt, Rodriguez and the others were right
behind him. On the next lap Amon retook the lead and Stewart
realised that his Cosworth engine was not pulling like it should.
Rodriguez moved up to third place, disposing of Rindt with little
trouble, and drivers with Cosworth engines were realising that the
BRM Vi2 engine was really getting into its stride in the Mexican
driver’s car. On lap 4 Rodriguez was second and on lap § he took the
lead, with Amon, Stewart, Ickx, Rindt and Beltoise following. This
was the sight that every BRM follower had been waiting to see, and
to see it happen on the super-fast Francorchamps circuit was wonderful,
there were no arguments, and Rodriguez set a new lap record at
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3 min. 30.8 sec.—240.787 k.p.h. (149.5 m.p.h.}, almost equal to the
old Formula One record before the introduction of the Malmedy
corner, o this showed the progress made since 1968. Courage retired
the De Tomaso at the pits as the Cosworth engine was rapidly losing
its oil pressure and he wisely stopped before it went bang. The race
pattern had now settled down, with the BRM setting the pace, the
March cars of Amon and Stewart grimly hanging on, Ickx in fourth
place, followed by Brabham, Rindr, Beltoise, Oliver, Peterson and
Pescarolo, After a gap came Stommelen, Siffert with a very unhappy
car, Giunti with the second Ferrari, and Hill and Miles bringing up the
rear. At the end of lap 7 Oliver was missing and after they had all
gone by he came coasting into the pits with yet another broken engine,
but at least he had the satisfaction of watching his team-mate still out
in front and leoking very sure.

As Rodriguez finished his eighth lap he had a bit of a slide coming
out of La Sowrce hairpin and Amon was immediately alongside him
as they raced down the hill side-by-side. The March was credited
with leading on that lap and they rocketed down to the Eau Rouge
bridge. but few people can “sit-it-out” with the tough little Mexican
and the BRM 1ok the lead again up the hill. Brabham had taken
fourth place from Ickx and he now took third place from Stewart, and
the BRM pit quickly informed Rodriguez that the crafty Australian
was on the rampage, but during lap ¢ Brabham overshot the Malmedy
corner, and had to let Stewart and Rindt go by, Ickx having fallen back
Lehind the works Lotus. At 10 laps the BRM looked safe and secure
in the lead, but Stewart was losing ground, though Amon was keeping
up in second place, As Rindt went past the pits his Cosworth engine
made a funny noise and that was the last that was seen of him until he
re-appeared at the pits on foot when the leader was on his 24th lap.
Pescarolo had moved ahead of Peterson and jeined Beltoise and the
wo Viz Matras were singing round in close company, making a
beautiful sound as all 24 cylinders pushed out their power at
10,300 r.p.m. Brabham was making up time again after his over-
shooting of the Malmedy turn and once more the BRM pit warned
Rodriguez, for the Australian set a new lap record at 3 min. 29.5 sec,,
and disposed so smartly of Stewart that it was very obvious that all
was not well with the Tyrrell March. As Stewart left La Sowrce at
the end of lap 14 the car suddenly slowed, the driver guickly raised an
arm and then there was a great plume of smoke as the Cosworth engine
broke in a big way, and Tyrrell had to watch the wreckage coast by
to the fcot of the hill. On the previous lap Miles had stopped at the
pits with the Lotus 72, having spun at the sharp left-hand bend at
Les Combes, and it was found that both rear tyres had lost nearly all
their pressure.  As the fuel system overflow had been exhausting fuel
into the engine intakes on acceleration (that has happened before!)
and the gearbox was playing up, all of which had put the car into a very
poor last place, it was withdrawn.

The BRM was really singing round in the lead, Rodriguez nut
straining it at all and only using 10,200 r.p.m., whereas he had
16,700 r.p.m. available. Even so he was lapping faster and faster as
the fuel load lessened and he set up a new lap record with 3 min.
28.9 sec, and then 3 min. 27,9 sec., and all the while Amon was pressing
the March as hard as he knew how, staying two seconds behind the
BRM all the ume and virtwally lapping at the same speed. Behind
these two Brabham was in third place, but unable to challenge the
increased speed of the leaders, and Ickx was in an uninspiring fourth
place, the Ferrari flat-12 sounding healthy enough. Then came the
two Matras, occasionally swapping places with each other, and one
wondered if a top driver might not have been able to put the French
V12 up at the front with the British Vi2. Giunti was driving a nice
regular race but was black-flagged as someone reported the Ferrari was
Josing oil. He stopped at the end of lap 18 but no oil leaks could
be found and he went off back into the race, having lost a place to
Stommelen. On the previous lap Hill had stopped at the pits with a
rear tyre losing bits of tread, having felt the roughness going through
the Burnenville curve, and stopping at Malmedy 1o investigate. He
was having a very dreary race as the Lotus had stuck in top gear for a
time and he was now a lap behind the leaders. Peterson’s March split
an exhaust manifold pipe and Crabbe called him in to have it changed,
a very hot and difficult job for the mechanics, which dropped the
Swede from a very steady eighth place to dead last, too far back to
qualify as an official finisher, Brabham was suddenly reported as
going slowly at Stavelor and he eventually coasted into the pits and
out of the race, the clutch ring having disintegrated and put the whole
thing out of balance.

At 20 laps there was still two seconds between the leading BRM
and Amon’s March, and Rodriguez was clearly in full command,

Continued on page 720



BELGIUM GP—continued from page 716

Ickx went by slowing visibly, in trouble with petrol seeping into the
cockpit from a leak at one of the fuel pumps, and two laps later he was
too uncomfortable to continue so stopped at the pits. While the leak
was cured he put on some dry overalls and set off again, but now in
last place, apart from Peterson who was still at the pits. Hill’s Cos-
worth engine broke out on the circuit, and the Lotus stopped at
Blanchimont rather suddenly, and Stommelen was having a recurrence
of gear-change trouble that had held him up earlier, this finally
manifolding itself in trouble with the gear-lever mechanism. Giunti
was still running strongly and caught and passed Stommelen, taking
fifth place, but the Matra of Pescarolo, which was in fourth place,
had lost its sharp edge and was losing contact with its team-mate.
After Ickx had stopped at the pits Beltoise had taken over third place,
a long way behind the leaders, but even so the two French cars had
been making an excellent impression. On Pescarolo’s car the alter-
nator had stopped charging and the battery was running down, affecting
the fuel pumps and injection pressure pump, but giving all the symptoms
of being low on fuel in the tanks. With one lap to go he was forced to
call at the pits and more fuel was put in, but this was not the answer,
and the battery would not turn the starter. Meanwhile Amon was
still hammering away at the BRM, but to no avail, Rodriguez was
sitting a comfortable two seconds ahead, the two of them circulating
faster and faster.

To the delight of all the BRM fans, and especially to the Rodriguez
fans, the quiet little Mexican accelerated down from La Source hairpin
for the last time, with Amon just over one second behind, having
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done his last lap in a new record time of 3 min. 27.4 sec. After a long
period of domination the Cosworth engine had finally been well and
truly beaten by a 12-cylinder engine and everyone was pleased for
BRM, for they had tried so hard for so long to break the V8 monopoly,
and had now done it on the fastest of Grand Prix circuits, in a magnifi-
cent manner. Amon had driven one of his hardest races, but freely
admitted he could do nothing about the speed of the BRM, only
hoping that if he kept up the pressure the 12-cylinder from Bourne
might break, but it did not. Beltoise finished in third place, the Matra
sounding as crisp as ever, Giunti completed his 28th lap, moving up
into fourth place as he did so, and Stommelen limped round on his
last lap to take fifth place, these two taking places from the unfortunate
Pescarolo who was stuck at the pits, having completed only 27 laps.
Siffert, who had had a miserable race with a car that just would not go
properly, failed to finish, coming to rest out on the circuit with loss of
fuel pressure as the leader got the chequered flag. It had been a
superb race, with BRM winning convincingly, not by reason of the
default of others. From his third-row starting position Rodriguez had
forged through to the front, aided by the power and speed of his
BRM, and his obvious enjoyment of racing round the fabulous Fran-
corchamps circuit at an average speed of 150 m.p.h., reaching nearly
187 m.p.h. down the Masta straight. It was motor-racing beyond the
imagination of ordinary mortals.—D. S. J.

Results :

BELGIAN GRAND PRIX—Formula One—28 laps—394.8 kilometres
Warm and dry

1st : P. Rodriguez (BRM 153/02) .. .. Ihr. 38 min. 09.9 sec.—241.308 k.p.h
2nd: C. Amon (March 701/1) 1 hr. 38 min. 11.0 sec.

3rd : J P. Beltoise (Matra-Simca M8120103) 1 hr. 39 min. 53.6 sec.

4th : 1. Giunti (Ferrari 312B/o02) .. 1 hr. 40 min. 48.4 sec.

sth : R. Stommelen (Brabham BT33/1) .. Ihr. 41 min. 41.7 sec.

6th : H. Pescarolo (Matra-Simca MS120/02) 1 lap behind—Not running at finish
7th : J. Siffert (March 701/5).. o .. 2laps behind—Not running at finish
8th : J. Ickx (Ferrari 312B/oo3) e .. 2laps behind

oth : R. Peterson (March 701/8) 2 .. 8 laps behind—Running at finish but

not classified

Fastest lap : C. Amon (March 701/1) on lap 28, in 3 min. 27.4 sec.—244.744 k.p.h.
(152 m.p.h.) (new record for F1).

Retirements : D. Bell (Brabham BT26/4), 1 lap, gear-change linkage; P. Courage
(De Tomaso 38/2), 4 laps, low oil pressure; J. Oliver (BRM 153/04), 7 laps, engine;
J. Rindt (LLotus 49C/R6), 10 laps, engme J. Miles (Lotus 72/1), 13 laps, dcﬂatmg
tyres; J. Stewart (March 701/2), 14 laps, engine; J. Brabham (Brabham BT33/2),
19 laps, clutch; G. Hill (LLotus 49C/R7), 19 laps, engine; J. Siffert (March 701/5),
26 laps, fuel pressure; H. Pescarolo (Matra-Simca MS120/02), 27 laps, electrics.

17 starters — 9 finishers.



MATRAS IN FORMATION.—The two vee-12 Matras circulated in very close compa

for lap after lap until with only one more to go, Pescarolo called into his pit to ask for fueli

His engine wouldn’t restart and he had to watch as Beltoise finished third for ano
four World Championship points.

PEDRO RODRIGUEZ rounds the famous long right-hand i
BELGIAN Burnenville corner in his winning 12-cylinder Yardley BRM.

The Mexican led for 23 of the race’s 28 laps, while a new

Formula One circuit record was set by Amon's Marc

QUICK SWEDE.—Ronnie Peterson, on bail for a traffic

offence on the morning of the race, flashes past a house

immediately after Spa's notorious Masta “kink”. Note the
new guard rail.

12-CYLINDER MACHINES GOING WELL.—Jacky Ickx in the leading Ferrari flat-'l2l
leads the Brabham of Rolf Stommelen in the early stages of the race, with Jean-Pigm
Beltoise’s Matra keeping station.




