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that was needed 10 go rocing, ond we

ed (ropsodized?) in the past about the

f it all - large steering wheel, hondy
shift, iust enouvgh gauges ond switches
windscreen and drcular cockpet opeming

ot long heoad rest, only made i better



The original Touring Spyder body was a bit
square and stodgy, and already Ferrari was
locking to the sweeter racing style proposed by
Sergio Scaglieth. When s/n 0294 AM was
wrecked, Ferrari proposed that Scaglietti rebody
it in the svelte and lithesome style seen here

Much power for the day - 280 bhp from 4.1
Iters. This Lompredi engine was the strongest
powerplant at the time, and in 1953, ot the

height of its reputation. It would be several more
years before it was supplanted for good.




A VERY SHORT BRIEF OF THE TYPE

A o of ten 340 MM models were produced dure
ing 1953, two with spyder bodywork by Conrozzerdio Touring,
five with spyder bodywork by Vignale, and three with Pinin
Farino berlnetia bodies. Chossis number 0294 AM wos the
fifth excmple produced bosed on chassis sumber sequesce
and was thas exocdy holbway through the production of the
series. It wos thus also the second of the spyder exomples bod
ied by Touring

AN OPINION TO BE SHARED BY OTHERS

Personclly, | do not think that this spyder creaton by
Touting wos one of the best examples of their work, appecr-

oliptic springs, Houdaille lever shock absorbers, ond twin e
rods of eoch side 1o firmly locate the axde

FAMOUS AND INFAMOUS CAREERS

The Foclory competition career for this series wos
quite short, basically only the early moaths of 1953, as the
Fadtory upgroded two exomples 1o 375 (4.5 laer) specifico-
fion for the e Mans 24 Hour Roce in June, neither of which
finished. A 340 MM FF berineta was olso entered by e
Focsory lor Giannino ond Poclo Marzono, and this finished
fih overall, behind the ol vonguishing Joguors (14, 2nd and
4th) and the Cunninghom C5R [3ed] thot spodled o complete
podium fior them. The only other Ferrori entry that year wos
encther 340 MM, s ime ¢ Vigndle spyder, entered and

driven by Luigi Chinets with
Tom Cole. Unfortunately, this

The criginel Touring spyder body on 340 MM, +/n 0294 AM, in 195) o

ing rather sioid when compared first, 1o the concurrent Vignale
spyder offering, with the lamer’s fight voluptuous curves and
chic dexaling, and second, 1o the supreme elegance of line of
$o Pinm Foring bedinese

THE BASIC PACKAGE.

The model was powered by o 4.1 liter version of the
single overheod comshalt per bank, long block, Lompredi
designed V.12 engine, fimed with triple four borrel carburetors,
ond scemally twin mogeelo igaition, all 1o produce o doimed
280 bhp. The engine was mated 16 a four speed, phus
reverse, ol synchromesh gearbox, with o universolly coupled
drive shalt %0 $e rigid reor axde. i hod independent front sus
penscn with ¢ ¥onsverse leof spring, Houdalle lever shock
obacrbers ond on ansieoll bor. Al the recr there ware sami-

n

retired as the resuk of on occl
dent in which the lamer died
Prioe %0 Lo Maons, Viloresi and
Cossani in 0 340 MM Vignole
spyder, 3/n 0280 AM, hod
won the Giro di Siclie on Agril
12, ond the some cor hod
taken viclory in the Mille Miglio
on Apnl 2526, driven by
Gicnnino Morzono and Morco
Crosora

. O 2Ll
S/N 0294 AM INTO

THE FRAY

The example featured
here, chossis number 0294
AM, originally constructed with
o spyder body by Tourng,
mode #s competiion debut as
o Foclory enfry in the 1953
Mille Migha deiven by Luigi
Villoresi, parnered with
Posquole Cassani. It retired
Some sources record refirement
e 1o on accident, ofhers due
1o axde falure; perhops it wos axde foikee due 1o on occident,
or vice versol Subsequenty, # mode cnly one further appeor
ance as o Foclory works eniry, of Silversione in England, on
May 9, 1953, This wos in the Production Sports Cor roce, of
the BRDC Daily Express International Trophy Meeting, where
Mike Howthorm drove it %o viclory

Potogragh Cowsny of Avkone Proet

INTO PRIVATEER HANDS

Less $han o month loter, Ferrari sold s/n 0294 AM o
its firg private owner, Homs Ruesch from Switzerdand, abhough
the cor was then rood regissered in Modena on regisration
mumber MO 30111 Price 1o the sale, $he Rl widh Plexiglos
screen and the wiper assembly were removed, athough o flot
oo screen forword of his on the driver’s side wos refained
However, this wos norrower and deeper then the eriginal
with 6 curve 1o the top edge and o diferent surround frome
Initially, # hod o smaoll centrolly mounted reciangular rear view
mireoe in the cir streom, which presumably was offected by air



pressure on i recr foce, ond was scon reploced by & more
proctical cirodor rocing style rear view mieror,

Within 0 week of toking delivery, the new cwner
hod the cor in the Isle of Man, off the west coost of England,
for e Beitish Empire Trophy roce on the Douglos rood circuit
There he finished o creditoble third overcll ond second in
class, e roce being won by Reg Pornell in an Aston Martn
DE3S. His next ouling wos o month loter on home growed of
the Vue des Alpes Hillchmb, where he won his dass ond B
ithed sixth overall. Unfortunately, his only other oppecronces
with the cor both resubed in occidents. The first was on Augus
O in e Circuito di Senegallic in Baly, where the cor fest
appecred with the hood pointed white (perhaps an unlucky
omend), ond the second was in the Gron Premio
Supercorlemaggiore of Merono in Baly on September &th. The
later occident was of mojor proporfions, where the body was
vinuolly destroyed ond the chassis domoged. This wos 1o be
Ruesch’s lost roce with 3/n 0294 AM, as it wos returned o
the Foctory for repaie, and then weet e USA vio luig:
Chinesi in 1955

A NEW SET OF CIOTHES

The repoirs 1o the chassis and vorious mechanical
ports 1o put the cor bock info running order were conried cut
on Foctory job theet (commessc) reference number 672/AC,
with invoice reference 397/54. At this time, the original
Touring spyder body wos comidered beyond economical
repair ond was clso doted in design, 30 the rolling chasss
was given 1o Scogliei 1 rebody in the style of the then cur.
rent 750 Monzo model. it should be remembered that s wos
the pericd of the stort of the cssocicsion with Scoghet, as the
main competition body bullder for Ferrari; ths it wos logical
that the rebody should be entrusted 1o his company. Taking this
logic © ke further, they hod cnly produced one bosic desgn
for Ferrori o that Sme. This wos the one used on the 500
Mondial and the 750 Monzo models, albeit with some slight
diferences between the two, 10 it wos G simple moBer 1
streich the design 1o mach the longer wheelbase and wider
vock of he 340 MM. The fomily resemblonce is cearly evi-
dert, ond could probobly be best described os looking ke o
Monzo oier o course of steroids.

¥ hos woren this body style from then onwaord 1o the

present doy
OFF TO AMERICA

The eorly history of the cor in the United States hos
boen unclear, abhough Astoine Prunet believes that it wos port
of Tony Porrovonc’s sioble [see Covollino 96, poge 5). This
would explain its disoppearonce for over o decode, until it
was 30id vio Ligi Chineti 1o Dister Hoberbosch of New York
in 1966

AND A RETURN TO RACING

He refoined the car for over twenty years untl 1997,
using it in Nistoric roces ond gotherings, even roavelling o
Eurcpe with # for the historic Mille Migho o couple of imes.

The newest owner uses the cor in historc rocing, ond
he has hod o replica of the onginal fuel tank constructed 1o
howse o sabety fuel cell, with the filler nonretum flap neatly

sitod in the fller neck, beneath the criginal aluminum quick
release cop. The criginal tonk hos been retained in storoge 1o
mainiain the pedigree. During 2001 it underwent o complete
engine rebuild, phis o genercl overhoul, with renowned
mechanicol oce Gionni Torell in Campagnolo Emilio, haly. In
2002 it returned 1o ocson during the historic racing season,
ond is locking forward 1o o full 2003

For move on the 340 MMs, please see Covollinos 52, 53, 55,
58, 87, 89, ond 96

Koith Bluome! is o leading Ferrori historion and outher, ond is
a comubtont 1 the Factory when they need outside research
done on the older cors. He olso condhucts researches for
owners on the histories of thelr Ferraris. In addion, he has
also writen several guidebooks on Ferror, which are required
reading

PRODUZIONE DELLA 340 MM..
Body Seyle:

Spyder Tounng

Spyder Vignale

Spyder Vigrole

Spyder Vignole®

Spyder Towring™*

Berkinemo Pinin Foring® - PF b # 12235
Berfine®o Pinin Faring® ~ PF b # 12236
Berkretio Pisin Foring® - FF ob # 12237
Spyder Vigncle

Spyder Vignale

* Upgroded o 375 MM mechanicol specification by Focery.
** Fited with o Spyder body by Scoghe in 1954, in he syle
the 750 Monao.

NA. Chassis mumber 0236 MM ia reported 1o have storted ke os
other 0 342 Americo or o 340 MM PF berknetio, but PF records
show it 05 0 250 MM model, job # 10957, and the Focory
records i sold a3 0 250 MM model.



