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benetit of the product, creating o new displisy cach year if not
lor each show, and just t'l.‘l‘L‘Yl“\ doing things as well as P
sible—which costs money. Both Peugeot and VW are faeed
with car desegns that are not afl thal new, so they use other
means of attracting potential customers; Pewecot hid Dick
Teague's beantiful 1915 Behe Peogeot on display and the
Volkswagen exhibit melisded o scicnee seminar.’

Actonl costs are hard o ger but one distribntor of un
ported cars paid STS.000 tor show space and an additional
SAVODD tor the “dressing,” nchading S20.000 for the actual
display {platforms, backdrops, ete ), 380 Tor specil poin)
jobs on some of the cars exhibited, S3500 tor personnel
(overtume. per diemn, expense accounls, ele.), 513,500 for
literatore handed o and abour $200 1o rephlice stolen or
damaged components, Most of the balance swent for the ac-
tal moving in and setting up the exhibil.

Literature alone can be a stagpering problem in both
money and storaee space. Bruce MceWilliams, Vice President
ol Brtish Leyland NMotors, Inc., said they distributed 200.-
OON picees of literature fm Triumph and 70.500 for Rover,
and gave out O5.000 Traomph buttens and 10,000 Rover
buttons durning the mine davs of the show,

It is significant oo, that the large production manutac-
turers leave their cars unlocked for all comers 1o sit in.
bowunce, kick, prod, pry, pound or whatever, accepting the
mevitable Toss of smull parts and the possibility of vandal-
s I this respeet, the New York Show is neither the best
nor the worst, The consensus of those mterviewed gave these
hoepors 1o Boston and Chicago in that order, with Los An-

geles, Denroit and New York somewhere in-hetween,

Both Railton ol VoA and MeWillnuns of Rover Trivmph
agree that it is important 10 them for potential buvers -
spect the cars as thoroughly s they want o, and MeWil-
liams spends o great deal of Tus time at the show 10 Lk di-
rectly e the future costomers for his product, and to present
owners who may have guestions or gripes. Many improve-
ments iy Tnomph cars have come as o direet result of aoto
show  confrontations with current owners who had  come.
pl.un:s.

Unlike the quantity manulacturers, the hmted production
people are guite stulfy about who gels into their cars, and in
some ciases. who carts home thew litermuore. Rolls-Rovee s
alwavs displaved behind harricades amd alter alXime 1o o
\.l'l‘v"ldl across the rope (assuming vou can et his stten-
tion. which I found dalicultr, if he thinks you look the part,
vou are invited inside lor o closer look. You sill aren't in-
side the car, mind vou. Thut comes atter still more conversi-
Lo

Obvionsly, the small menulacturer has more 1o lose,
tivelv. and coan i1 afford the Toss of vital picces of his cars.
He also s o smaller budget tor the show, so literature is
Ridden amd given oul 1o these who look imlerested.
reasonably capable of vsing it

Ihe seemingly haphazard arcangement of show exhibitors
(Rolis-Royee between Remault Peugeol, Iso next o
Pontiae, Suab next o BMW and Chrysler, ete, ) is actually a
very deliberate plan by the show management. Gerry Mar-
tin, manager of the show, who has produced enough aulo
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