Fitch chased Weaver during the first two laps of the recent Seneca Cup Race at Watkins
Glen (Photo by Doug Morgan).
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NO MATTER HOW METICULOUS your
preparations, how earnest your en-
deavors, when the human element
is involved, it is most difficult to
predict what man will do and why.
These thoughts come to us when we
try to dispel the shadows that darken
our memories of the Fifth Annual
Grand Prix at Watkins Glen.

Preparations for a successful race
were begun earlier than in previous
years,

Fred German again had under-
taken the set-up of the communica-
tion system which surrounds the en-
tire course with telephones, wireless
stations, operators, observers and
relief men, each post within sight
of the next one. Safety zones had
been established in many places and
wherever circumstances permitted.
Policing of the course appeared to
be adequate.

But when you come to a road race
such as Watkins Glen, where part
of the course runs through a busi-
ness street, you often are forced to
compromise between what should
be done and what will be done.
Clearing spectators out of arcas con-
sidered vulnerable always has been
a problem. There are property own-
ers whose business during race day
would be hurt if spectators were
not permitted to have access to
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them. The Grand Prix perhaps is
more business than enjoyment of
the sport—to some.

Were the public, in particular the
police officials and other authorities
responsible for crowd control, bet-
ter experienced in the potential
danger involved in a road race, per-
haps the organization of such an
event as Watkins Glen could be
made safer. But certain safety fac-
tors have been quite uncontrollable,
at least so far as SCCA’s authority
is concerned. The Club may recom-
mend, but the police give the orders.

That an accident of unfortunate
consequence might happen was not
without possibility, regrettable as
such statement may appear. But
then, when you consider other sport-
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ing events, no matter their nature,
vou may acknowledge that our past
road racing has been conducted with
a favorable safety factor.

Considering the race as such, the
first event, The Seneca Cup Race,
promised to be of exceptional in-
terest. In 1951 this event was won
by George Weaver in a total elapsed
time of 41:44 with an average ol
75.79 miles per hour. John Fitch,
who was driving Briggs Cunning-
ham'’s 2.3 litre Ferrari in that same
race, gave battle for some time, but
the finish saw him well behind with
an eclapsed time of 44:46.9. Bill
Spear, who also was driving in that
race, finished third in 46:16.0.

This year’s event seemed to be a
different story because pitted against
Weaver's Maserati was Bill Milli-
ken, mounted on a four-wheel drive
AJB, a car fitted with an air-cooled
Steyr recently imported
from England where this particular
car had given an excellent account
ol itself. Then there was Phil Cade,
on the starting line with his Mase-
rati, Garret Fuller's very fast La-
gonda, driven by Sherwood Johns-

engine,

ton, and the last-minute entry of
Max Hoffman’s Jaguar XKI20C,
driven by John Fitch.

Because of the lamentable fact
that no previous practice period is
permissible at Watkins Glen, race
officials decreed three practice laps
before each race, after completion
of which a new start was to be made.

Already, during practice, Phil
Cade’s Maserati showed signs of ail-

OSCA on the outside, with Bill Spear aboard, took off fast and led throughout the Queen
Catherine Cup Race at Watkins Glen (Photo by Doug Morgan).
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Maserati
Richard
Mauron, driving an MG, had worse

ing. Brett Hannaway’s

spun  out and stalled.
luck. At the railroad straight he
spun and rolled several times, for-
tunately without serious conse-
quences,

Chicanes had been erected at the
railroad crossing before practice in
order to attempt to slow down the
cars. However, upon recommenda-
tion these chicanes were removed
after practice and a “no passing”
zone was established.

The end of the first lap after the
official start of the race saw George
Weaver in the lead, His lap time

was 5:03 with an average of 78 miles

per hour. John Fitch, driving the
XKI120C, equalled this time during

the second lap, close in pursuit of

Weaver. Cade’s Maserati was flagged
out during this lap because of oil
loss.

The public address system re-
ported an evident battle for first
position each time Fitch’s and
Weaver’s cars passed a control point
on the circuit. It wasn’t until the
end of the third lap, however, that
Fitch was able to get ahead of
Weaver for first place, a position
which he held unchallenged through
the race. Weaver’s Maserati retired
after the fourth lap. Plug trouble
was reported.

The unknown quantity of this
race, the four-wheel drive car ol
Milliken’s, never came to the fore.
True to tradition, Milliken met his
Waterloo at Milliken’s
named after him because of pre-

Corner,

Here's what Bill Spear’s winning OSCA looks like.

vious experiences there. The FWD
retired into the hay bales with a
broken wheel. Meanwhile, the Old
Gray Mare, known so well to SCCA
members, was being driven at close
to 71 mph average by Fred White,
who, despite minor difficulties on
the course, brought his car in over-
all second position with a final av-
erage speed of 68.9 miles per hour.

Third in overall position was
Sherwood Johnston, driving the
Chrysler-powered Lagonda. In
fourth place came R. L. Moodie in
a Cooper with an average speed of
67.8 miles per hour. Fifth place was
taken by Arthur Iselin, Jr.’s, car, a
Lea Francis, with an average speed
of 67.5 miles per hour. Sixth place
went to Al Koster, HRG, average
speed, 67 miles per hour; seventh to

Chuck Cotchan, driving a 328

Line-up for the Grand Prix at Watkins Glen, 1952.
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BMW, averaging 63 miles per hour;
eighth was Bob Said, driving a Cisi-
talia. A special round of applause
went to Alex duPont, who, in order
to finish the race, completed the
sixth lap by pushing his car half
way down the main street to cross
the finish line.

SENECA CUP RESULTS
BY CLASSES

Formula I1T

1. R. L. Moodie, car #96, Cooper,
average 67.8 mph, total time,
16.426.

2. Alexis duPont, car #75, Cooper.

3. Gordon Lipe, car #32, Cooper
(DNF) .

Unrestricted Category

I. John Fitch, car #100, Jaguar
XK120C, average 76.6 mph, total
time, 41.516.

2. Fred White, car #105, Old Gray
Mare.

3. Sherwood Johnston, car #106,
Lagonda.

Sports Cars

1. Bob Said, car #115, Cisitalia, av-

erage  5H9.6 mph. total time,

b2.bb:
2. Neal Gray, car # 86, MG,
3. Joseph Price, car #108, Morris.

QUEEN CATHERINE CUP
Cars quickly were aligned for the

traditional Le-Manstype start for
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England of Jaguar, Jaguar’s chief Lyons

and Max Hoffman, Eastern Distributor for

Jaguar, study an XK 120C ready for Wat-
kins Glen.

the Queen Catherine Cup, but much
time elapsed before this race got
underway, Many who have visited
Watkins Glen do not know that a
definite schedule has to be worked
out with the New York Central Rail-
road whose tracks and freight trains
cross the roadway of the Grand Prix
course. If for one reason or another
the first race does not get underway
on time, a prompt start of the sec-
ond race is jeopardized because of
the pre-arranged schedule with the
New York Central. Crowd control,
together with this, again was ac-
countable for the delay this year.

The race finally got under way at
2:21 P.M. for the first three practice
laps. Starting were such well-known
drivers as Bill Spear in a recently-
imported OSCA, Roger Barlow with
his famous Simca (all the way from
California) , Fred Procter, who had
brought a very potent Porsche, Bill
Lloyd in his Offenhauser-powered
MG, Jim
heavy machinery for another OSCA,

Kimberley, forsaking
and Fritz Koster’s Porsche.

During practice, Bill Spear took
the lead, averaging 72.8 miles per
hour, exceptional time with a car
of under 1500 cc displacement. This
performance was repeated when,
during the first lap of the actual
race, he shot around the course in
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5.19 minutes. Roger Barlow, an ex-
pected threat to Spear, was able only
to work himself into third place at
the half-way mark. He, nevertheless,
drove an exceptional race, this
being his first time at Watkins Glen.
After much struggle Jim Kimberley
brought his OSCA into second place
with an average of 70 miles per hour.
In fourth overall position was
Thomas Hoan, driving an MG at
an average speed of 66.5 mph. Bill
Lloyd, who had spun out once at
Stone Bridge, came into fifth place
at an average of 66.4 mph. Fritz
Koster’s Porsche came in sixth. Proc-
ter's Porsche was seventh with an
average of 64.8 mph and Robert
Magenheimer’s MG placed eighth,
averaging 64.7 mph.

Among those who ran into diffi-
culties of a minor nature was Car
#17, George Schrafft, driving his spe-
cial Crosley. He retired from the
race with a leaky gas line. Young
Briggs Cunningham was seen ex-
ploring the escape road at the end
of Franklin Street. He retired on
the twenty-first lap. Car #83, Dave
Allen’s MG, sporting a dash board
sign “Relax but hurry” was out on
the third lap with a broken oil line.

Considering the elapsed times es-
tablished during this race, it might
interest to note that Bill
Spear’s time for this race was faster

be of

by 6 minutes than the time estab-

lished in 1951 by Goldschmidt’s

SANDOR KREMER

It 1s with deep sadness that we
announce the death of Sandor
Kremer on August 1, 1952, in
Chicago, after a long illness.

Sandy had been one of the
most enthusiastic and hard work-
ing members of the Chicago Re-
gion since its beginning. Despite
many other responsibilities, he
found time to be Secretary-Treas-
urer of the Chicago Region and
Chief Starter at most of the Mid-
Western events, including all of
the Studebaker and Elkhart Lake
races.

His entire life served as an ex-
ample to all of us who knew him.

Bob Fergus of Columbus, O., and Collins
Trophy he won for fastest MG in Queen
Catherine Race at Watkins Glen.

Cadillac-Allard. Other cars which
retired from the race were: Francis
Dominianni’s #79, which
spun out at the Big Bend, and Rob-
ert Hitchcock’s MG, #68, which
spun out at Archie Smith Corner.
At the end of the race, ninth place
went to Robert Fergus's MG, #38;
tenth to Richard Gent’s Cisitalia,
#58; eleventh to Fred Allen’s MG,
#63; twelfth to LeRoy Thorpe, driv-
ing Bill Lloyd’s Porsche, #16; thir-
teenth to Richard Thompson’s MG,
#84; fourteenth to Denver Cornett’s
MG, #7; fifteenth to Charles De-
vaney's MG, #45; and sixteenth to
John Plaisted’s MG, #78,

siaur,

GRAND PRIX

Again much time had passed be-
fore the starting flag fell for the be-
ginning of the practice laps of the
Grand Prix. Tenseness had re-
mained high for here, after all, was
the big machinery and the Club’s
best drivers. Cunningham cars were
much in manned by
Briggs Cunningham, John Fitch,
and Phil Walters. One of last year’s
successful Cunningham models had

evidence,

been brought by Irving Robbins.
Phil Hill, well-known California
SCCA member, was mounted on a
Jaguar XKI120C, reputedly hotter
than the one driven by John Fitch
in the first race. John Gordon Ben-
net’s supercharged MG was making
familiar noise. The fast Allard of
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The new Siata with V8 Fiat motor, makes an early public appearance at Watkins Glen.

Fred Wacker had the pole position,
flanked by the Allard of Joe Sabal,
with G. R. Harris behind. Harry
Gray in Perry Fina’s Cadillac-pow-
ered Nardi looked impressive and
so did the many Jaguars, modified
and stock, which had been entered
for this important race. In addition
there was an American sports car,
the Excalibur-]J, a
(see Sports Car,

product  of
Jrooks Stevens
January-February, 1952, issue, page
26) , and driven by Ralph Knudson.

During practice there seemed to
develop a tremendous battle be-
tween the Allards and the Cunning-
hams, each one trying to feel out
the other’s strength. By the time the
actual race got underway, spectator
tension was almost uncontrollable,

At the end of the first lap, Briggs
Cunningham was in the lead com-
ing down Franklin Street at a tre-
mendous speed. In close pursuit were
John Fitch and Fred Wacker. The

a2

rest of the field, including Phil Wal-
ters, was not far behind, This ap-
peared to be the beginning of the
most exciting road race ever wit-
nessed at Watkins Glen. However,
it was short-lived. At the end of
Franklin Street at the sharp bend
up Old Corning Hill Road an acci-
dent occurred which caused the red
stop signs to go up immediately all
around the course. Several specta-
tors had been hurt, one gravely, by
an onrushing car positioning for
the turn.

Although a tremendous effort had
been made to prevent such occur-
rence, it happened.

Thanks to a most efficient safety
organization, immediate aid was
given the injured. After the course
had been inspected for clearance,
the hour had advanced to a point
where the setting sun would have
blinded the drivers ascending Old
Corning Hill Road. This additional

George Weaver starts to lay a smoke screen at Stone Bridge (Photo by Lloyd A. Colby).
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hazard caused the race committee
to cancel the Grand Prix Race.
We wish to make particular men-
tion of the excellent safety organi-
zation at Watkins Glen. It is true
a fatality among the spectators oc-
curred, for which no responsibility
is placed with the Club or the race
organization. Had looseness of or-
ganization existed at any point, this
accident might well have turned
into a major calamity. Those mem-
bers of the Club who had volun-
teered their services for this work
deserve much appreciation. Reggie
Smith’s PA kept
within bounds, and Mr, James Mel-
ton’s beautiful singing quieted the

unruly crowds

ever-increasing restlessness of the
spectators.

Yes, motor racing is dangerous.
But we are sure the experience
gained at this year’s Watkins Glen
will contribute much toward the fu-
ture of the sport, Certainly it will
convince every one of the need for
even greater effort in protecting the
public as well as the drivers.

Cars financed —

PARTS AND
SPECIALIZED
SERVICE

trades accepted.
Service includes
precision work of
finest foreign car mechanics,
S. U. carburetor service, chassis
dynamometer, magnetic flaw
detecting and engine balancing
equipment. Write, wire,

’phone . . .

IMPORTED MOTOR

CAR CO.

216 E. Penn St. — Hoopeston, Il
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Regonal Offccens fon 1952

ATLANTA

CHICAGO

COLORADO
DELTA
BETROIT

FLORIDA

GULF COAST

INDIANAPOLIS

TIOWA

KENTUCKY-

TENNESSEE

LAND O’ LAKES

KANSAS CITY, MO.

LOS ANGELES

MILWAUKEE

MISSOURI

NEW ENGLAND

NEW YORK

Reg. Exec.
Sec, Treas.

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Reg. Exec.

Reg. Exec.
Secretary
Treasurer

Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman
Asst. Activities

Reg. Exec.

Asst. Reg. Exec.

Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act, Chairman
Assistant

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Chairman
Sec. Treas.
Vice Chairman
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Act. Chairman
Sec. Treas.

Reg. Exec.
Secretary
Treasurer
Act. Chairman
Reg. Corres.

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Sec. Treas.
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Secretary
Treasurer
Act. Chairman

Reg. Exec.
Secretary
Treasurer
Act, Chairman

E. M. Vaughn, Bankhead Highway, Austell, Ga.
B. Earle Yancey, Jr., 2900 Castelwood Drive N.W., Atlanta, Ga.

LeRoy Kramer, Jr., 300 W. 151st St. E. Chicago, Ind.
Sandor Kremer, Suite 306, Palmer House, Chicago
David W. Dangler, 50 South LaSalle St., Chicago

Dr. William C. Beaver, 521 Road Ave., Grand _]unction, Colo.
C. Pitt Browne, Jr., 719 Baronne Street, New Orleans 12, La.

Charles H. A. Davison, 1115 Buckingham Ave., Birmingham, Mich.
Norman M. Couty, 1961 Graefield Rd., Birmingham, Mich.
Charles Y. Cheriez, 17654 Chandler Park Drive, Detroit 24, Mich.
Harry L. Keeler, Jr., 14250 Plymouth Rd., Detroit, Mich,

Philip S. Stiles, 221 Seaspray Ave., Palm Beach, Florida.
H. L. Brundage, 6230 N. W. 7th Ave., Miami, Fla.

A. S. Hammett, 330 N. W, 151st St., Miami, Fla.

Oscar Babcock, Box 1595, Sarasota, Fla.

Frank Sturges III, 2115 Bragg Ave., Mobile, Alabama.
Lupton Rainwater, 700 West Lee St., Pensacola, Fla.
Robert Gardner, Pensacola, Fla,

W. P. Simpson, Mobile, Alabama.

Ed. McArthur, 1501 Madison Ave., Indianapolis, Ind.
F. T. McWhirter, 4343 Deauville Rd., Indianapolis, Ind.
D. D. Kriplen

Arthur Roberts, Altgeld Street, South Bend, Indiana.

Jack Wherry, Maquoketa, Iowa.
George Erbeck, Cedar Rapids, Iowa.
Jack Albert, Cedar Rapids Towa.

John Cawthorn, 3804 Grandview Ave., Louisville, Kentucky.
J. Kirk Rowell, Jr., 1120 Payne St., Louisville, Kentucky.
George A. Morris, Box 32, Lyndon, Kentucky.

Don Short, 1200 2nd Ave. S., Minneapolis 3, Minn.

Robert Sutton, WCCO, 525 Second Ave., So., Minneapolis, Minn.
Eddie Jones, 111 South Sixth St., Minneapolis, Minn.

Robert Onan, Rt. No. 3, Wayzata, Minn.

A, J. Stahel, 1650 S. Mississippi River Blvd., St. Paul 5, Minn.

John E. Lynn, 3515 Warwick, Kansas City, Mo.
E. T. Newcomer, Jr., 8524 W. 86th St., Overland Park, Kansas.
K. E. Schondelmanier, 703 Benton Blvd., Kansas City, Mo.

Morgan Sinclaire, 2259 27th St., Santa Monica, Calif.

Robert Sanders, 227 N. Cordova Ave., Burbank, Calif.

William E. Maxey, 119 S. Fairfax Ave., Los Angeles, Calif.

James C. Van Trees, 5243 West Park Dr., North Hollywood, Calif.
Robert Rettig, 10519 Riverside Dr., North Hollywood, Calif.

Brook Stevens, 622 N. Water St., Milwaukee, Wis.
Miss Marcia Mueller, 3061 N. Hackett Ave., Milwaukee, Wis,
Andy Rosenberger, 2832 N. Summit Ave., Milwaukee, Wis.

A. L. Von Rump, 411 Seekamp Avenue, Kirkwood 22, Mo.
N. Bruce Carson, 7006 Maryland Ave., St. Louis, Mo.
Jerry Hardesty, 8001 Davis Drive, Clayton 5, Mo.

Phil Cade, 22 Ginn Rd., Winchester, Mass.

Win Lothrop, 117 Lake Shore Dr., Westwood, Mass.
Peter J. Crocker, 60 View St., Fitchburg, Mass.

Pres Gray, 817 Country Way, N. Scituate, Mass.

Dr. Samuel Scher, 1100 Park Ave., New York, N. Y.

Robert Stamper, 448 Ackerson Blvd., Brightwaters, N. Y.
William Spear, 1252 Pequot Road, Southport, Conn.

Richard Thierry, 48-23 Forty-Second St., Long Island City, N. Y,

SPORTS CAR



Regional Officens for 1952

WESTERN Reg. Exec. Frank B. O’Hare, 165 Arlidge Drive, Rochester, N. Y.
NEW YORK Secretary John O. Archibald, Jr., 259 Center St., Buffalo, N. Y.
Treasurer Paul J. Stroman, 649 Elm St., Buffalo, N. Y.
Act. Chairman Charles L. Miller, 19 Ambherst St., Rochester, N. Y.
Asst. Act. Jerry Thirion, 110 East Park Road, Grand Island, N. Y.
CENTRAL Reg. Exec. David R, Allen, 363 Green St., Syracuse, N. Y.
NEW YORK Secretary G. Wm. Fleming, 10 Albany St., Cazenovia, N. Y.
Treasurer W. Alfred Ball, 240 Allen Park Place, Oneida, N. Y.
Act. Chairman Gordon C. Lipe, 216 Edwards Drive, Fayetteville, N. Y.
NORTHERN Reg. Exec. Donald Rodimer, 51 Park End Place, East Orange, N. J.
NEW JERSEY Sec, ‘Treas. Evelyn Jensen Mock (Mrs.), 11 Valhalla Way, Paterson, N. J.
Act. Chairman Ralph Casler, 25 Park Ave., Pompton Plains, N. ]J.
NORTH EASTERN Reg. Exec. Richard W. Gent, 5296 Lynd Ave., Lyndhurst, Ohio.
OHIO Sec. Treas. Charles Irish, 418 East 105th St., Cleveland, Ohio.
Asst. Sec. Treas. Preston Reed.
Act. Chairman Dick Irish, 418 East 105th St., Cleveland, Ohio.
OHIO VALLEY Reg. Exec. David T. Lee, 169 Miller Ave., Columbus 5, Ohio,
Secretary Robert Wheaton, Flint Road, Worthington, Ohio.
Treasurer Phillip Miller, 104 N. Front St., Columbus, Ohio.
Act. Chairman Harley Watts, 114 S. Roys St., Columbus, Ohio.
OKLAHOMA Reg. Exec. Dr. D. S. Harris, Yukon, Oklahoma.
Sec. Treas. Paul W. Chapman, Jr., 901 NE 42nd St., Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Act. Chairman Paul E. Young, 1907 NW 29th, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
PHILADELPHIA Reg. Exec. Henry W. Wessells, III, 206 Glen Rd., Ardmore, Pa.
Sec. Treas. Ted Trump, 503 Baird Rd., Merion Station, Pa.
Act. Chairman Tom Scatchard, 2130 Cherry, Philadelphia 3, Pa,
QUEBEC Rep. Exec. James R. Peck, 3375 Ridgewood Ave., Montreal.
Sec. Treas. C. F. Rolland, 470 St, Francis Xavier St., Montreal.
Act. Chairman Marshall S. Green, 1545 Graham Blvd., Montreal.
SAN FRANCISCO Reg. Exec. W. M. Breeze, 214 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, Calif.
Sec. Treas. Harry Mhoon Fair, 280 Battery St., San Francisco, Calif.
Act, Chairman Kjell Qvale, 214 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco, Calif.
Reg. Historian Alfred J. Coppel, Jr., Route No. 1, Box 545, Los Altos, Calif.
SOUTH BEND Reg. Exec. F. H. Sanders.
Secretary A. J. Roberts.
Act. Chairman R C: Sclfafer:
STEEL CITIES Reg. Exec. JosephrR: McMaster, Jr., 522 Blackburn Ave., Sewickley, Pa.
Assistant R. E. William F. Billinger, Grandview Blvd., Zelienople, Pa.
Secretary Frederick B. Jones, 1500 Washington Rd., Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh 28, Pa.
Treasurer W. Dewey Alter, 717 Hazlett St., Brackenridge, Pa.
Act. Chairman Robert G. Ryberg, 154 Straw Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa.
TEXAS Reg. Exec. Fred R. Cook, 7648 Southwestern, Dallas, Texas.
Sec. Treas. Milton F. Ferris, Jr., 5905 Frederick Square, Dallas, Texas.
Act. Chairman Mr. Robert W. Samuelson, 4315 Fairfax Ave., Dallas, Texas.
TOPEKA, KANSAS Reg. Exec. Stacy G. Carkhuff, Jr., 2760 Burlingame Road, Topeka, Kansas.
Asst. Reg. Exec. W. M. Vance, 616 Quincy, Topeka, Kansas.
WASHINGTON Reg. Exec. Horace B. Cooke, 1200 Kass Bldg., Washington, D. C.
Sec. Treas. Charles E. Henley, 812 South Arlington Mill Drive, Arlington, Va.
Act. Chairman Roger Wing, 112 So. Brook Lane, Bethesda, Md.
CUBA RegExec. Alfonzo Gomez Mena, Cuba 222, Havana, Cuba.
Secretary Dr. Oscar Hernandez.
Treasurer L. R. Mitter, Calle 9 3854, Almendarez, Havana, Cuba.
PARIS Reg. Exec. John M. J. Baus, 53 Rue Pierre Charorn, Paris, France,
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