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W!‘noul trying to give the impressicn of being sacnlegious,
am convinced that the much loved Giulietta Spider, the
“signoring,” as the 'ég‘;{enlt‘i.flr'y Pinin Farina nicknamed her,
Bwas not an innovative model — in cther words, this mode
as not a siepping stene ung .
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discover that the Jaguar XK 120, the Mercedes 300 SL and
the Porsche 356, very prestigious Eurcpean models, would
be loved by the Americans. These models, which were dlis-
played in the wealthiest Auto Showrcoms of New York. rep-
resented the dream that can be fulfiled by a fast growing
economical society. Hoffman signed a contract with Alia
Romeo for the purchase of 800 cars, which were mostly
going to the wealthy California market. For Alfa Romeo, a
company that did not produce a large quantity of cars, 800
vehicles represented a large order! As it had occurred with
the Gillietta Spider, Alfa Rameo management, with head-
quarters still located in the escort of Milan, positioned two of
the most important coachbuilders of Tunin against one anoth-
er and commissioned each company to buld a prototype
that met the contradictory requirements of Hoffman:  The
final decision was made, and Pinin Fari-

T

considered contemporary. However, it was the fact that i
model was ahead of its time that probably led 1o its faiure
pecause instead of the gorgecus spider Bertone,
Romeo chose the nice Pinin Farina versian.

It was finally decided that Pinin Farina was the one that best
interpreted the concept of a new madern spicer. However:
Bertone kept this car for a while to confirm that - without anj
doubls - he liked this car, but most of all, he had paid for

Alfa Romeo, in order not to influence the client, placed on the
car only the Afa Romeo emblem, since it did not want to
reveal to the client if one or the other “carrozziere”™ was the
one responsible for bulding each of the two models. How-
ever, | can only imagine that Hoffman, who certainly had an
attraction for the Arncld Bristol that was designed by Franco 3
Scaglione, had recognized Carrozzena

na was chosen. Nucclo Bertone, how-
ever, did not lose any sieep over this }
decision because he was already busy
keeping up production of the Giulietta
Sprnt. The situation tock & dangerous
development, which threatened the
cancellation of the order. 1t was caused
by a disagreement between Hoffman
and Alfa Romeg regarding the final ver-
sion of this model. It was the negotia-
tion ability of Rudolf Hruska, an Austrian
manager, who was responsible for the
designing and the production of Alfa
Romeo in 1954, that the deal was final-
ized. Asa result, the 800 spiders were
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Let's clear things up regarding the two*
r official prototypes of Nuccio Bertone

man on February 22, 1955 with invoice
number 2063691 and 2062E30, then
shipped by boat to the United States.
AR1495°00001 is ancther Pinin Farina
prototype on display in Arese at the his-
toric museum “Museo Storico Alfa
Romeo." whie AR14857C0004 15 the
senal number of the car featured in this

shipped overseas, bringing happiness not enly to the rich
Californians, but also 1o Alfa Romeo managament because
they opened a door to 4 very impartant market, a market that
before that moment they had no hope 1o enter. The fact that
both Hruska and Hoffman had Austrian roots certainly had
some influence in making the deal happen, and the two of
them already knew each other and this helped to smooth
misunderstandings. The Pinin Farina Spider had 1¢ improve
the Spartan look that was featured in the first version, and it
became a surpnsingly comiortable convertible equipned with
side windows that went up and down. The Giulietta Sprint
Spicier was able to accomplish something that was never
achieved by a relatively economical two seater.

This is the end of the story; now let’s talk about the beautiful
Givlietta Sprint Spider, which was the name given at the
beginning 1¢ this mode!. This car was meant 1© be an cpen
Giulietta Sprint, the second of the only two prototypes that
were built by “Carrazzeria Bertane” following the design pro-
vided by Franco Scaglione. It had & front-end design that
was so modern and pleasant that even today it would be

86

article. The Alfa Romeo archives indi-
cate that on Aprl 24, 1857, this car was sold used by Alfa
Romeo 1o & certain Renzo Garuti, After that, there s no
record. It reappeared a few years ago and those that did see
it came up wilh the conclusion that, since it resembled the
ather, this car was cerainly modified. Had this car been
modified. the modifications were s0 numerous that in order
to bring it back te its criginal condition it would have taken an
enormous amaount of work and would not have been finan-
cially feasible.

When the current owner of this car asked me to take a look
at his car and oversee the restoration, this car had the alu-
minum shest components alrsadly detached from the body.

In addition, a new front end, identical to its sister can was
already made and would have been saon replaced. As soon
as | looked al the car, | was immediately certain that the front
end that was in the process of being eliminated was
absolutely original and | was sure that | had made an amaz-
ing discovery!

The second Bertone spider was built with aluminum sheet




metal, and therefore was not identical to the other one, as
enyone would have sworn, but possessed a stunning body
that was more refined and smooth

This was a very Interesting discovery because over the years
ihere was a certainty that the two Bertone models were iden-
lical, and all the Alfa Romeo historianis
of this fact!

Were very convinced

Asaresult, | had to “force” the owner and the restorer to for-
get all about the new front end and make them put back in
place the original aluminum she ad rem
while replacing only the ¢
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mpenents that direc
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with vicious accusations. We were kissed by a lucky star
when the previcus owners produced photos of the car with
the identical configuration of the car when it ha 2 been found.
At this point, there were no more doubts:

Scaglione’s spider and it had not been mod
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ed Inany way.
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that Lopresto had to endure, which | made
rm condition and he obliged with enthusiasm,
was the manufacturing of a miss i) section of J‘-e original
seal covers, made of vinyl with a stiff sy oport and & hot
embossad ge . which would have
duplicate unless we had ¢ bie a very expensive tool,
However, Lopresto never up, and afer a lengthy
search, he is goal: the oniginal interior
COmpPor ered and matched with the
color of the car, and. with the aid of documentatic ), Was

reproduced naturally, using the onginal nitrocellulose paint.
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