MAC/VSCC Shelsley Walsh

(July 10th)

IN REAL summer weather the older cars
gathered at Shelsley Walsh for their assault
on a hill which as a competition venue is
older than Brooklands. Indeed, the terrain
has changed very little since and it is still
the same old Shelsley Walsh of the Leslie
Wilson days, éven to it being almost impos-
sible to park anywhere but in the big field
that serves as a public car-park, no matter
how impressive the credentials onc has been
provided with.

Nostalgia on this warm sunny day was
all the more evident because of the many
older Sheﬁlcy Walsh personalities present.
Raymond Mays, who was being televised,
arrived in a new Rover 3500. Whitney
Straight, Von der Becke, Rupert Instone,
C. A. N. May, Rodney Walkerley, Donald
Monro and others were present, and a farm
worker told me he had been at every meet-
ing since 1929. Then the Riley Register
had a special enclosure, full of assorted vin-
tage and p.v.t. Rileys, at the top of the car-
park, to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the Riley Nine, although I dispute their
story that a Monaco saloon appeared at this
venue as early as 1926. But, as VSCC Sec-
retary Peter Hull said over the PA, this
controversy had at least earned the meeting
more column inches in MOTOR SPORT
than if we had just plainly announced it!

There were also many of the right kind
of sprint cars competing—Wasp, Salome,
the BHD, the Hardy Special, the Becke
Powerplus, the Lightweight Special, and,
especially, the Vauxhall Villiers. Curiously,
there was but one ERA, Williamson’s R10B.

It was taken off the historic starting-line in
fine style, smoke pouring from its back tyres.
In fact, Wasp, with a-price of £3,000 on its
tail, didn’t run, apparently due to dog-selec-
tor maladjustments. The hill course car was
an MG 18/80 Mk. 1 with body from a
Tigress Mk. 3, of which Mays expressed
approval, after a ride in it, and later Rivers-
Fletcher took him up the hill in an Alvis
Speed 25, his own Speed 25 being tempera-
mental, with ignition short-circuits.

This was a meeting free from accidents or
incidents. The small sports-car class was won
by Jones’ 1930/36 1%-litre Riley in 54.3 sec.,
Stephenson’s Frazer Nash being second, but
much slower, Golder’'s Riley Sprite third.
The meeting was sponsored by Newton Motor
Oils and Forward Lubricants; they not only
provided the aforesaid course-car but Newton
competed with his Meadows-HRG.

Spollon’s 4.3 Alvis took the big sports-car
class in 42.8 sec., which he clocked on both
runs, commendable consistency. This was
2.98 sec. quicker than the second-place man,
Rainey in the 1937 Alfa Romeo 8C 2600,
which sports a ventilated facia. Miss Rainey
won on handicap in this car and Conway,
Senr.s Type 43 Bugatti was placed third
on time. Sellers ran his Citroén, which pro-
duced from a commentator the. aside that
most cars have r.w.d. but Citroén 'avant . . .
In the class for racing cars up to 13}-litres
Dowson and the Lightweight triumphed, with
an impressive 39.41 sec. Gray was second
in the Hardy Special with 39.78 sec. Third
place was gained by Williamson's ERA, with
an ascent which occupied 40.94 sec. If you
count the handicap, Malyan's ex-Martyr GN,
now Meadows-powered, also scored. Mrs.
Giles only got one run out of Salome but

was quicker than the BHD, which became
temperamental and shed a plug lead from
one huge “pot”, fortunately before it was
launched up the hill.

The bigger racing cars promised fireworks.
A determined Ron Footitt in the AC-GN
Cognac clocked an exciting 38.59 sec., which
Hodges’ blown BMW-engined Atlanta was
unable to beat, being 0.31 sec. slower. But
litres count, they say, and Guy Smith in the
3,520 c.c. Alvis-propelled Frazer Nash pol-
ished them both off with a best run of 38.33
sec., a new vintage class-record. FTD how-
ever was the preserve of Cottam, who made
a very smooth run in the Historic Racing
Car class, to clock 35.89 sec., although the
Connaught was not quite up to its record-
form. It was good to see the Vauxhall
Villiers twice getting to the top of the hill—
it has started on four consecutive occasions,
I am told, thus breaking its one-time non-
runner reputation. Not that it didn’t try—
the carburetters flooded on the start-line
before it could be persuaded to behave, to
give Anthony Brooke a jerky, power-on/
power-off ride. Wicksteed’s Alvis racer had
been put in the Edwardian class to bolster
up the entries and naturally cleaned it, in
49.2 sec. But Neve’s 1914 TT Humber, going
as rapidly as such cars did on the loose-
surfaced Shelsley of 1914, won on handicap;
it was also driven to and from the hill. After
which, modern projectiles obscured themsel-
ves in rubber-smoke on meteoric take-offs
that made the old cars look as if they had
been ascending with their brakes on—what
a pity they have to mix 'em, at this essentially
VSCC meeting. For otherwise the MAC’s
historic venue would not seem to have
changed all that much in 71 years.—W.B.

STD Wolverhampton Rally
(July 11th)

IT WAS NICE to be back among the Coat-
alen Sunbeams, Roesch Talbots and the
Darracgs, at Wolverhampton, where Register
members meet ex-employees of the old Sun-
beam Company, take the traditional Police-
escorted parade to the Villiers Street factory,
and have their cars judged for various attri-
butes, at the Castlecroft Hotel. It was espec-
ially enjoyable for me, because it marked the
coming out of retirement of my 1922 8 h.p.
Talbot-Darracq, its crack-welded cylinder
head replaced only the day before, but the
run from Wales being accomplished satis-
factorily, the little car driven by its restorer,
Capt. Fox, with the Register's President,
Winifred Boddy, as passenger. According to
Register records, this was the first production-
model, of its type, is apparently the only
one remaining, and 41 years ago it competed
against modern cars in the RAC Rally. That
it went away on a trailer after the meeting
caused some amusement among those who
know I am “anti-trailer” where vintage caps
are concerned. This was occasioned because
my up-to-now favourite Insurance Company
had failed to cover it in time for me to drive it, and
its other driver had an urgent engagement
elsewhere . .

The previous day the STD cars had been
to the Stratford Motor Museum. Now more
than 30 of them formed up for the impressive
cavalcade through the town of Sunbeam’s
birth. They ranged from Mrs. Foster’s 1912
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The Editor's 1922 8 h.p. Talbot-Darracq
accomplished the journey from Wales to
nostalgic Wolverhampton satisfactorily.

12/16 Sunbeam tourer to L. Wiggin's 1936
Talbot 105 dh. coupé. All were packed
with passengers, many of them ex-Sunbeam
workers, Geoff Hughes finding room for me
in his yellow Sunbeam Speed-20 which he
uses regularly as business transport. Those
cars present included Norris' beautiful 24/70
Sunbeam, Vaughan-Shaw’s 15/40 DS Dar-
racq, Peter Moores’ well-known 1921 Sun-
beam Cunard landaulette, an 18/55 Talbot
tourer, two twin-cam 3-litre Sunbcams, a
smart 10/23 Talbot tourer, a Dawn, Ward's
ex-Fox & Nicholl Talbot 75; in fact, one

of almost every STD model. Some Sunbeam
motorcycles also joined in, including a 1930
Model-10 and an earlier sidecar outfit. The
only “gate-crasher” was Max Hill's Bugatti
and that was on photographic duties . . .

After tea Mrs. Boddy presented the prizes,
the Age/Distance Award going to John
Clarkson’s aforesaid 1924  Sunbeam-likg,
18/55 Talbot (245 miles, and back to Corn-
wall that evening), the Pride of Ownership
prize to M. Barker's Talbot 90 Special, and
the award for best under-bonnet condition to
a 14/40 Sunbeam. The Perkins Trophy was
given to Frank Selwyn for his hard organis-
ational work and a special presentation was
made to Jacques Michard who had set out
from Paris three days carlier in his French
Talbot, only to have it expire in the excep-
tional heat. Those present seemed to enjoy it
all, in spite of the torrid temperature, as the
hotel must have done, when selling us tea
at 15p a cup!

The STD Register not only runs this
annual pilgrimage to Wolverhampton and
other events but it produces an excellent
magazine, the last issue of which had a
very well-balanced content, including John
Coombes’ article on the last years of Sun-
beam, an account of a 1925 Darracq’s pil-
grimage to France, the story of how a 20.9
Sunbeam fared in the 1929 Monte Carlo
Rally, etc. The Secretary is: J. Grammer,
78, Hillside Gardens, Barnet, Herts. In spite
of the splendid array of prizes no entry fee
was charged, which must be the envy of other
clubs.—W.B. ’
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