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Brooklands Closing Meeting—W hitney Straight (Maserati) retains the Mountain Championship
despite the gallant efforts of Mays on the E.R.A.
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SAN SEBASTIAN REFLECTIONS

RACE HELD DESPITE CANCELLATION. MERCEDES-BENZ GREAT VICTORY.

disturbing lately that it was

little wonder that the Auto-
mobile Club de Guipuzcoa could not decide
whether to go ahead with thearrangements
for the Grand Prix of Spain at San
Sebastian. Three weeks before the event
was due to take place the Committee
revoked a previous decision to cancel the
race, and the organisation was set in train
at full speed. The road surface was
attended to, particularly on the curves,
and stands, pits and score boards were
erected in great haste.

A first-class entry was received, in
response to the offer of a first prize of
20,000 pesetas, and the magnificent
President’s Cup. Teams were entered by
the Bugatti, Auto-Union and Mercédés-
Benz factories, and by the Scuderia-
Ferrari and the Ecurie Braillard,
while independent entries came from
Soffietti (Alfa- Romeo), Bjornstid (Alfa-
Romeo), and Marcel Lehoux, driving one
of Whitney "Straight’s Maseratis. in,
at the end of the season the cars had al
reached a fine pitch of tune, so that a
fierce struggle could be expected.

The Lasarte circuit is fairly long, nearly
11 miles, or 17 kilometres 315 metres to
be exact. This had to be covered 30 times,
giving a total distance of 519 kilometres
450 metres. It is a fast circuit with some
long straights, and the winding sections
have been straightened out. Laps s
of over 100 m.p.h. could be expected from
the Auto Unions and Mercédés-Benz, for
Nuvolari’'s lap record of 97.2 m.p.h.
(155.575 k.p.h.), was made on a Maserati
of less power and speed than the German
racers. The first practice period showed
that the speed of racing cars has gone up,
for Hans Stuck (Auto Union), made the
fastest lap in 6 mins. 36 secs. (157.400
k.p.h.). Great interest and speculation
was aroused at the sight of Tazio Nuvolari
putting in some laps at the wheel of an
;\uto I;nion. Was this an augury for the
uture

On the next day Bugattis set the egace.
Dreyfus clockin; g mins. 27 secs. (160,655
k.p.h.), and Wimille 6 mins. 32 secs.
Von Stuck’s fastest was 6 mins. 35.2 secs.,
and Caracciola's 6 mins. 38 secs.,
Nuvolari, this time on a Bugatti, la&ped
in 6 mins. 39 secs., while Chiron and Varzi
recorded 6 mins. 49 secs. and 6 mins,
45 secs., respectively. On the day before
the race, Saturday, Nuvolari went out
and equalled Dreyfus’s record.

All night long a steady stream of cars
converged on gan Sebastian, and when
the morning came the stands were im-
mediately besieged, the rising ground
round the course was filled with spectators
and houses adjoining the road were
thronged to the very edge of their
balconies. During the morning it was
heard that Nuvolari’s son, who has been

THE political situation has been so

ailing for some time, had taken a turn for

the worse, and everyone's sympathy went
out to the little Italian Champion. By

ALFA-ROMEOS ARE OUTCLASSED.

PREVIOUS WINNERS.
Guyot (Rolland-Pillain), 93.400 k.p.h.
Segrave (Sunbeam), 103.164 k.p.h.
Divo ( 123,460 kés.h.
Constantini (Bugatti), 123.757 k.p.h.
Benoist gxhu , 129.590 k.p.h.
Chiron (Bugatti), 129.659 k.p.h.
Shh'on Bugatti

, 116.500 k.p.h.
arzi (Maserati), 125.100 k

.p.h.
Chiron (Alfa-Romeo), 134.012p k.p.h.

received just before the race and Nuvolari's
expression cheered up into something
like its normal mien.

The only non-starter was E. Bjornstid,
the Swedish driver. His Monza 2-seater
Alfa-Romeo was found to be too heavy

BUGATTI FINDS ITS FORM, BUT

showing that the 3.3. Bugattis are at last
finding their true form.

Stuck covered his second lap in 6 mins.
34 secs., passing the stands a clear 200 yds.
ahead of Caracciola, both cars roaring

t the stands at a speed of 125 m.p.h.

e Bugattis were showing themseﬁva
to be just as fast as the German cars and
more than a match for the once-invincible
Ferrari Alfa-Romeos. Wimille was still

third, with Nuvolari (by a stupendous
effort), fourth, Dreyfus fifth, Chiron sixth,
and Fagioli seventh. The first sensation
came when Von Stuck failed to appear
on his fourth lap. Then the news came
through that he was held up with a
broken oil-pipe, and so Caracciola now

Dreyfus, who finished 7th on

his 3.3 Bugaiti, about to take the Tolosa bend. The

Photograph gives a good idea of the hilly country through which the course runs.

at the weigh-in, so he had to scratch.
At the last moment Prince von Leiningen
replaced Momberger at the wheel of the
second Auto Union. Finally, shortly
before 1 o'clock, the cars were arranged
on the line in the following order : 1st row,
Caracciola  (Mercédes-Benz), Wimille
(Bugatti), and Von Stuck (Auto Union) ;
2nd row, Varzi (Alfa-Romeo) and Soffietti
(Alfa-Romeo) ; 3rd row, Nuvolari
(Bugatti), Dreyfus (Bugatti) and Chiron
(Alfa-Romeo) ; 4th row, Fagioli (Mercédés-
Benz) and Lehoux (Maserati); 5th row,
Prince von Leiningen (Auto Union),
Brunet (Maserati) and  Falchetto
(Maserati), and all by himself at the rear
Brivio (Bugatti).

The starter was not very clever in his
task of getting the field away together,
for he allowed von Stuck to start before the
flag fell. Caracciola, Wimille and Varzi,
tore away after the receding Auto Union,
but poor Nuvolari was left on the line
and took a few moments to get going.
In 6 mins. 38 secs. Von Stuck was round
again, having averaged 152 k.p.h., for his
standing lap! He was followed by

good fortune, some better news was Caracciola and Wimille, the latter

led the race. Wimille became second,
but Fagioli had passed Chiron, Nuvolari
and Dreyfus, and was pressing the Bugatti
driver,

There was great excitement at the pits.
Soffietti came in and worked frantically
on his Alfa-Romeo, as did Brivio on his
2.3-litre Bugatti. The latter was to make
many calls at the pits that day. At the
same moment Prince von Leiningen
pulled up at the Auto Union pits, and
one glance at him showed that he was
in a state of collapse. He had to be
literally dragged out of the cockgit, and
his place was promptly taken by Von
Stuck, who had come in with his own car,
beyond immediate repair.

Caracciola was drawing steadily ahead
of the rest of the field, and young Wimille
was doing enough to hold his second
position. Nuvolari was in fighting form,

" and coming out of the village of Lazarte he

overtook Fagioli to snatch third place
from the Mercédds driver. The latter
soon reversed their positions once more.

After 10 laps the order was as follows :—
1. Caracciola (Mercédés-Benz), 1h. Sm. 525,
2. Wimille Ll'!uglt(i), 1h. 6m. 9s.

3. Fagioli (Mercédés-Benz), 1h. 6m. 21s.







