MOTOR SPORT

52

DECEMBER, 1934

THE INTER-'VARSITY TRIAL

CAMBRIDGE AGAIN THE WINNER—INTERESTING TESTS ON MIDMERE—MAIDEN’'S GROVE AND WHITELEAF--

IDED wvery considerably by their
motor-cycle entry, ( mnlnulgv again
defeated their rivals in the annual

inter-varsity scramble in the Chilterns
at the end of last month. Nine out of the
ten motor-cycle entries hailed {from
Cambridge, and only 11 out of the 48
car-drivers were Oxford men. A Cambridge
victory therefore, seemed inevitable, but
the “ other place” put up a very stout
show. The damp and misty weather,
seemingly inseparable from the Annual
Trial, prevailed throughout.

Owing to structural alterations at the
‘Crown,”” Marlow, the start-was given at
the ‘‘ George and Dragon,” and from 10
o’'clock onwards a steady stream of com-
petitors were sent away at intervals of
one minute. They were a representative
lot, sportscars ofall sizesand ages, and quite
a few Americanmac lunu%.byw.lyofcontrast.

Gentle Rise was the deceptive name of
the first hill, encountered 34 miles from
the start. The most exciting incident here
was provided by A. R. Porter, with a well-
kept 3-litre Bentley. He approached the
sharp corner much too fast, struck the
bump in the middle of the road, and shot
straight into the hedge, to the intense
consternation of his two passengers. He
was extricated undamaged, and proceeded
on his way. Several people failed, in fact
the following : R. B. Collie (Delage with
five up), G. F. Bennett (Lancia), R. A.
MacRobert (Riley), J. G. C, Ruston
(Chrysler), the aforesaid Porter, J. C.
Smith (Austin), D. B. Tubbs (super-
charged M.G, Midget), and G. B. C.
Sumner (Ford V8).

Another 44 miles brought the competi-
tors to Midmere, at the foot of Shilling-
ridge Wood. This was a timed climb,
starting on the level about 50 vards before
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charged “* L "
climbs worthy of mention were made by

CROWELL TAKES ITS TOLL.

Hopkins (kFraser Nash), with W. H.,
Aldington as passenger. Once round the
corner the surface easily provoked violent
wheelspin, and a fast climb was therefore

After dealing with Low Rise, with its
deep ruts at the foot, and the perennial
Ucumunstuck, the competitors arrived at
Here the procedure was

Maiden’s Grove.

D, H. Murray takes his Frazer Nash round the loose surfaced cormer at the foot of
Midmere. He won the Velevan's Cup,

largely a matter of good driving. W. B. M.
Fraser made fastest time on his super-
type M.G, Magna. Other

J. V. Jarvis Read (Aston Martin), R. E.

Tongue (Singer), K. D. Evans, for once
deserting M.G.s for a perfectly normal

0. B. Bennett (M.G.), cvossing the braking line in the test on Whiteleaf Hill.

the corner, which was very slippery. One
(or two people were a little wild here
R.deY. Rateson (A.C.) and A. M, Scott,
Aston Martin) being two we noticed. One
of the neatest on the corner was D). G.

IFord 8 h.p. saloon, and R. P. Stewart on
a fast but somew h.u unsteady I'raser Nash.
P. N. Whitehead’s Brooklands Riley

emitted clouds of blue smoke of the same

colour as his car.

to accelerate from a standstill round the
corner to the nght, stop with the front
wheels over a line, reverse back, round a
corner, and about 50 yards beyond stop
once more, and finally accelerate round to
the right once more, making the climb of
Maiden’s Grove itself. The whole man-
ceuvre was timed by the eagle-eyed
Lionel Martin, and the cars were started
in racer style by a national flag. After
a few people had roared round the
first corner the surface became very
torn up, and the smaller cars scraped their
undersides on the gravel to the accompani-
ment of weird noises.

A good deal depended on the quickness
of changing direction, and some drivers
were extremely rapid in this, albeit a little
brutal with their gear-boxes, like Oliver
Bertram (Singer Nine). Most of the
Frazer Nash drivers lost time in engaging
reverse gear, but the old 3-speed models
were as fast as any. D. B. Wallis (Le
Mans Singer) was very good, but had the
misfortune to knock off the ignition switch
near the top of the hill, while fully engaged
in holding his pmnung steed on 1ts proper
course. j Gr. C. Ruston (Chrysler) atoned
tor his failure.on Gentle Rise by a neat
and calm performance. F. R. F. Taylor
revealed himself as a poor reverser, and
drove his " P " Midget firmly into the
bracken. R. ]. B. Seaman (Ford V8) was
one ot the best, and his V8 Ford was
amazingly quiet as it rushed up the hill.
Porter's Bentley was well-driven, in spite
of a door flying open, and the rear pas-
senger slamming it heartily on to the
driver's arm. Bnth Bentleys, driven by
Porter and J. H. Fleming, were very fast
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THE INTER-'VARSITY TRIAL—continued.

on the hill, rounding the bottom corner
at speed. Before moving on to the next
hills we saw a very snappy performance
made by J. E. Sharpley (Frazer Nash).

Lionel Martin's timing revealed that
fastest time had been made by W. B. M.
Fraser (M.G. Magna), with Sharpley 1/5th
secs. slower. Third fastest was P. L.
Doble (M.G. Midget “P") in 30 secs.
dead. R. P. Stewart (Frazer Nash) anti-
cipated the starting flag, and D, H.
Murray (Frazer Nash) stalled his engine
on the line. Only two cars failed on this
hill, Wallis’s Singer and C. H. G. Proctor’s
Trojan.

After a quick lunch at the “ Lambert
Arms *’ the competitors tackled a stop-
and-go test on Lewknor, which was not
too difficult as the sarface was fairly dry ;
in any case the results did not count as
the marshals lost some of the figures !
Then the cars slid and swayed along
the grassy Roman Road to the foot
of Crowell, where fearful tales of the hill’s
condition were told. Certainly at the
bottom it was extremely muddy and soft,
preventing a rapid get-away. Higher up
it was bad enough to stop many people
with wheelspin, but careful driving reaped
its own reward,

W. B. M. Fraser, last year’s Cambridge
secretary, led off with a fine climb on his
blown “ L"” type M.G. Magna; D. H.
Murray (Fraser Nash) and K. C. McGuffie
(M.G. Magna “ K" both made good
climbs, but the majority of people needed
a little assistance right at the top, where
the wood begins. Andrew Fairtlough,
former Cambridge secretary makes his
usual clean ascent on the old A.C. with

A break-neck mancuvre.
seen on the right in the Maiden's Grove flest

Reversing back from the first line,

three up. G. F. Bennett (Lancia)
failed early and reversed down the hill, as
did a Frazer Nash with a burnt-out clutch.
The Trojan nearly did it, finally coming to
rest high up in the wood. Good efforts
were those of the two Aston Martin
drivers, J. V. Jarvis Read and A. M.
Scott, with high geared cars. Probably
the fastest climb of the day was that of
D. G. Hopkins, who thoroughly enjoyed
keeping his foot down and working furi-
ously at the steering wheel.  He dis-

appeared in a cloud of flying stones and-

mud. J. C. Smith had covered the greater
part of the trial with a run big-end on his
Austin Ten, but he struggled along and
got some distance up Crowell, but he
finished in the ditch and had to be hauled
to the summit.

Only one more test remained, and that
took place on Whiteleaf Hill. The drivers
had to accelerate down hill, pull up astride
a line, and get away again across another
line a few yards farther on. It might have
been easy, but the road had just been
made up with a generous carpet of loose
gravel, on which the cars skidded for yards
ata time. Overshooting could be adjusted
by reversing, but this had disastrous
effects on the time. Fastest man was
D. H. Murray (Frazer Nash) with a very
neat 64 seconds. K. C. McGuffie (M.G.
Magna) and A. M. Scott (Aston Martin)
shared second place with 64 seconds.

And so to the ““ Rose and Crown,”
Tring, where an exhaustive post-
mortem © was held on everyone's per-
formances, good and bad, humorous or
otherwise. Tea, and later beer, was con-
sumed in vast quantities, and a really good

ascent of Crowell.
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day's sport ended. The organising sec-
retary, H. G. Conway, is to be congratu-
lated on a well-run and cheerful event.

PROVISIONAL RESULTS. B
1. The Motor Cycling Cup, won by Cambridge, 108
marks to 99 marks. (Marks: Oxford, Cars 99 ;

Bikes, 0. Cambridge, Cars, 55; Bikes 53).
May Cup (Best Resident Car), A. M. Scott.
Veteran's Cup (Best Veteran Car), D. H. Murtaz'.
Birkin Cup rBest Resident Motor Cycle), J. C.

Dyvkes.

5. Faulkner Cup (Best Resident 850 c.c. Car), J. B.

Townley.
6. Fairtlough Cup (Best Resident 1,500 c.c. Car),
A. M. Scott.
7. Maw Cup (Best Unlimited Car), A. R. Porter.
8. Founder's Cup for the Best Performance by a
Resident. Oxford Competitor, J. E. Sharpley.
9. Team Award—Nos. 14, 18 and 58.—Fraser,
Fairtlough and Bertram.

Fastest Times on Maiden's Grove Special Test.—
W. B. M. Fraser, 29.2; J. E. Sharpley, 294: R. L,
Doble, 30.0. Average: Small, 34.4 ; Large, 35.2.

Fastest Times on Midmere Acceleration Test.—
W. B. M. Fraser, 31.0; D. H. Murray, 34.2: P. N,
Whitehead, 35.4. Average: Bikes, 52.4; Small,
44.4; Large, 45.8.

Fastest Times on Whiteleaf Brake Test.—D. H.
Murray, 6.2; K. C, McGuffie, 6.8; A. M. Scott, 6.8

b o o

and J. C. Dykes, 6.4; H. M. Jager, 6.6, Average :
Bikes, 8.0; Small, 8.4 ; Large, 88.
First Class Awards (98 marks).
Capacity in c.c. Marks,
H. M. Jager Velocette 350 (C) w100
W. M. B. Fraser M.G. Magna 1,100 (C) 99
A. C, Fairtlough A. C, Acedes 1,990 (C) 100
T. A. Fraser Frazer Nash 1,496 (C) ... 100
R. P, Stewart Frazer Nash 1,496 (C IR
J.V.]J. Read Aston Martin 1,49 (C) ... 100
R. E. Tongue Singer 972 (O0) ... 100
D. H. Murray Fraser Nash 1,496 (C onvz ~ L
K. C. McGuffie M.G. Magnette 1,271 }O) 100
A. M, Scott Aston Martin 1,496 (C) 100
D. G. Hopkins Frazer Nash 1,496 (C) 103
J. H, Baldwin Singer 972 (C) 100
R. L. Doble M. (. 847 1C) .. 99
G, F. Stooks M.G. 847 (O) ... 98
J. E. Sharpley Frazer Nash 1,496 (0) ... 105
G. Gough M.G. 847 (C) 100
W. M. Peel Frazer Nash 1,496 (O) 98
A bonus of 5§ marks was awarded for not using

competition tyres,

J. V. J. Read (c) (Aston-Martin), made a fast and clean

Lobin, his passenger takes a deep breath

before the ordeal begins.
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HARROW CAR CLUB ANNUAL DINNER

The Harrow Car Club held their annual
dinner at the Barn Club on the Barnet
By-Pass, on Wednesday, November 7th,
Mr. S. C. H. Davis, the President, was in
the chair, and Dr. J. A. Benjafield was the

guest of honour,

After the dinner Mr, Davis proposed a
toast to the King, which was succeeded
by speeches, during which both Mr. Davis
and Dr, Benjafield recalled some of their
experiences whilst racing on the Continent
at LLe Mans. Mr. Davis, however, par-

ticularly stressed one point. He said that
the time had come when all motorists who
had the interests of motoring at heart
should combine themselves into a formid-
able body to resist the persecution at
present being inflicted upon them, or else
ultimately be driven off the road.

Plaques and pewter tankards were pre-
sented by the President to the drivers who
had the three best aggregates of points
awarded for Club events throughout the
season. The placings were: 1, Mr. F, T.

Coyne ; 2, Mr. R. C. Rackham ; 3, Mr,
E. T, Lewis.

It 1s worth recording that these awards
were decided on the results of no fewer
than 21 events, which gives some indica-
tion of the keenness of the Club officials
and members,

Dancing commenced at 10.30 p.m. and
continued until 2.0 a.m., and proved a
very fitting finish to a most enjoyable
evening,




