Luigr Arcangeli

had to announce last month

the death of Luigi Arcangeli,

the famous Italian driver, while
practising for the Italian Grand Prix.
Arcangeli had been designated by
Signor Jano, chief engineer of the
Alfa-Romeo concern as second driver
to Campari on the first of the straight
racers. This arrangement,
however, did not a to the im-
petuous Arcangeli, who wanted to
drive the new 12-cylinder car which
was obviously the fastest machine
which the Milanese firm has as vet
produced, and he therefore begged
Signor Jano to allow him to take this
car round for some practice laps in
order to show what he could do.
Nuvolari who had been practising
with this car had treated it with due
respect, and had been content to in-
crease his lap speeds gradually day
by day while he learnt the feel of the
new projectile. Not so Arcangeli,
however. On his first flying lap of
the Monza road circuit he proceeded
to go round in 3 minutes 45 seconds
or at an average of over 100 m.p.h.
Signor Jano, fearing an accident,
immediately hung out the ‘‘ slow "
signal, but Arcangeli merely drove
the faster. On his second lap he was

IT was with great regret that we

THE

negotiating the big loop of the cir-
cuit when the car skidded and hit a
tree, the driver being killed in-
stantly. There was no witness of
the accident, for a man who was
standing near the spot where it
took place was so horrified at the
sight of the racing car obviously out
of control that he fled precipitately.

From the wheel tracks, however,
it is possible more or less to recon-
struct the course of events which
ended so disastrously. The car had
just crossed a slightly hump-backed
bridge, which undoubtedly served
seriously to reduce wheel adhesion,
and was taking a long gentle left-
hand bend, when it got into a bad
skid and proceeded sideways for
about 200 yards Arcangeli seems
to have regained control for a mo-
ment but the car was still travelling
at over 110 m.p.h. and finally it
left the track, hit a tree round which
it pivoted and ended up against
another tree with its back wheels
on the grass and its front ones on
the track. Arcangeli was found
lying on the ground with his shoes,
which were laced ones, still in the
car. The accident took place at
almost exactly the same spot where
Count Zborowski and Sivocci were
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killed in previous years, and it is
felt that this easy left-hand bend,
coming just after the bridge, is
excessively dangerous and should
be altered. The car was found un-
damaged mechanically and started
in the race on the Sunday in the
hands of Nuvolari.

Arcangeli after making a great
name for himself in motor cycle
races, including the Tourist Trophy
events in the Isle of Man, had lately
shown himself a most dashing and
skilful car driver. His outstanding
success was probably his win in the
Royal Grand Prix of Rome last year
on a 2}-litre Maserati, and his de-
cision to join the Alfa-Romeo team
this year was a great loss to the
Bolognese firm. As a mark of re-
spect the Alfa-Romeo concern was
anxious to withdraw its team from
the Italian Grand Prix, but a tele-
gram was received which read : “1I
pay my most sincere res to the

champion Arcangeli who has died a
glorious death; I also think of
Duty, and my orders are ‘ Start and
win.” Mussolini.”” After the con-
clusion of the race the Alfa-Romeo
firm sent a telegram to Rome saying,

“We have obeyed.”

HILL CLIMB

ANOTHER SUCCESS FOR CARACCIOLA

HE Ninth Rabassada Hill
Climb, which is the well-

known Spanish event held
in the neighbourhood of Barcelona,
was run off very successfully this
year by the famous sporting club,
“la Penya Rhin,” on Sunday, 17th
May. The climb was the first of
these counting for the 1931 European
Mountain Championship and at-
tracted considerable popular inter-
est, a crowd of more than 50,000
lining the sides of the road. The
course has a length of 4.9 kilometres,
or rather over 3 miles and is of a
difficult nature. Fastest time of the
day was made by Rudolf Caracciola
on his giant Mercédés-Benz, and he

IN POPULAR

thus looks like repeating his per-
formance of last year and gaining
the championship in the sports class.
A feature of interest also was the
performance of the new Spanish
Nacional-Pescara cars which ran in
the 3-litre racing class and which
proved remarkably fast. The results
of the various classes were as fol-
lows :—

SPORTS CARS.

Under 1,100 c.c. Rodriguez (Amil-
car), Sm. 52 92/100s.

Under 1,500 c.c.
gatti), Sm. 3 50/100s.

Under 5,000 cc. Kotty (Ford),
4m. 21 67/100s.

Elevros (Bu-

SPANISH EVENT.

Under 8,0007¢c.c. (“Caracciola (Mer-
cédes-Benz), 3m. 45 43/100s.
RACING CARs.

Under 750 c.c. Stahol (Austin)

4m. 31 6/100s.

Under 1,100 c.c. Castello (Amil-
car), 4m. 15 45/100s.

Under 1,500 c.c. Anglada (Bu-
gatti), 4m. 9 10/100s.

Under 2,000 c.c. Oliveras (Bu-

gatti), 4m. 5 44/100s.

Under 3,000 c.c. 1.Tort (Nacional
Pescara), 3m. 50 51/100s.

2. Zanelli (Nacional-Pescara), 3m.
51 90/100s.

3. Lerschfeld (Bugatti),
71/100s.

3m. 53



