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MNIGHT SPOT.—A beech wood near Orleans was one of the sites fer overnight
camping. the 1925 Morris being used is a guy-rope stay for the tent. Barclay

Qxes advantage of the oplcriunity to mend a puncture.

HE Heroic Age of motoring, to most people, means
the early 19005, when cars were huge and their drivers
aore shaggy coats This being 50, a historian, if asked

w0 name the "toughest

Pekiti to Pans event keld in the
svermnents
{ publicity, they put motoring

were

r

jong-distance jourrey,
probably cite the New York to Pans race (1908), or the

Youlc

revious year. | hose
_arriec aut n the glare

on the map" for thou-

sancs who had not seen a car, and they proved, In Case

i
of large horsepower was a t

1 fact they carried on the b
\

from the point wheri

¢ generations should doubt 11, that the Edwaraian car

“gc anywhere’’ vehicle

siness of worldwide publicity

Nir. Ghdden in his globe-encircling

British Napier had left off But the crews of the Americar
Thomas Flyer and of the [talian Itala which were vic

torious 1n those events enjoyed full “works™”
vere extremely fully prepared.

support, and
Nothing ex tempcre or

casual--and of course, none the worse for that. Very few

t the competitors—""aimost nors
und their cars under a haystac
ny £10

That 1s where the drive from

¢.”" one migh' say—had
k, or bought them for

London to the Equator

by lan Barclay and Bruce Gilbert-Smuth this year depaned

far from the protocol

some straw, and Barclay bou

twenty-fifth year of its age

"

Their car was found under

it for a tenner, :n th

‘Immediate delivery'’ was

the cry when he saw that “bull-nose’” bonnet sucking out
irom a pile of straw; Barclay, aged twenty-one, wanted a

ca: very much, and when

tudying farming at Ciren-

cester, he spotted this one in a barn, he bought the thing
It was the work of 2 moment to throw away
the remains of a hay-
sweep which the Morris
had on

right «way

THE STRAITS of Daver and of Gibrakar
were the only places on the journey
where the Gr was net trave ling on i

wheels. Above is a1 scene during the

htter crossing.

hac 1© push
a new magneto
1 then on, the Bul

nose never looked back
Its engine proved (!
ocughly sound; t
easy 1o start, and

modern manutacturers
note---it had never re
quired a re-bore. A
few weeks later Barclay

drove to Copenhagen,
w1 Holland and Ge:-
many He found hus

1925 Morr.e most econe-

mical on cil and petrol,

hey Stopped

and absolutely reliable. [n short a ve -y good

vetucie for touring
During the next few montis ¢ B f
part of the local ta o' 2ren
happened 1t o | sag!
mught fnd 1ts Early Frghsh (n
Perpendicular) lires quzint n
¢ra of bloatecd pressed owr er s friend:

and relations scon took 1t entirely or grante:l

The Morris was simply “lan’s cor excent
cn formal and state occaswns, v Ren some
tmes it became “That car of [an
Ear! 1 March of last year Lo Barclay
¢ o emgrae A irenc hac the
same 1dea, and the pair agreed 1o 2n forces
They would take the car, of course: in fac 1t wouid
be rather fun t¢ travel cverland 1in the Oxio 2; there s

'X’X":.'g like mMOLOTING &5 2 MERANS O seeiny th 2 cour Iy

Hav.ng decided whicn, fan Barclav and Br Gilben-
Smith picked 2 date some fve weeks a'leal. which
was optimist:c—but as someone remarked, f u dor
take ume by the foreiock and the b e, you
never get anywhere theseabouts . they
made 1t. There were innumerable visas and 1. .n:nt oer-
mits to get, forms (1,001 off) o &l up, inje s 'nd
vaccinations 1o suffer, and spare parts to acqu ire  Spa. 2s
for 2 1925 Oxford are something you find | K
where 10 20, a tropical-rain-proof tent ¢ i€, af
yOou merely get someone 1o maxe il

On the way down to Dover it rained. Dackmiss il

with a dismal spiosh, the dynamo would not chargs a 3

the sparking-plugs went on me |
theatrical precedent, things were net “all e
night”: the party called on some friends, mis t,
and slept in a bus-shelter 10 mahke sure of g net
morning. Afier that it was foggy, and the boat-trip ‘oo
nearly all day

The road from Dunkirk o FPars, Barclay later toid

people in Cairo, was one of the worst he had so far en-
countered: a testimonial that the Bull-nose would gl diy
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Pana, two days late Each
this happered the crew
thatr k:*
here the third
and & on
oad . bu v Pat

some o
hoard spare

i they took a

tha thoroughly Paraan repair
Chndord cid I8 mule ol
slarting ot 1130 vie Orivans

Limoges. To celebrate ths

roads. the machine ran bDeaut
BRIGHT DAY =
There was strong sun-
shine n  Granade

Scain, but the cistant
MO eIty ware white

dak +m»

The car was heas

sprong

lader, and the springs were ne
the weighl A rear
collapsed four umes belore reac!

timwe
et tinonel
here & mur
fvre

gradually hghtening

b

off 5 It extra waves n the
sprngs, | his ol was done down
a mide wreet vith the M
AMCASD Lp ON JETTICAN "reca
Lust effestive; and I celebrat

.

A B.NDING mg-day sun made i
hot going oa the Srat stage of the
Eastarn art. not har from Sess

anc all wert well until they had almost reached Barnio
After breaking camp and crusing for a couple of hours
a: & steady &) m p.h., the crew heard 3 loud knock i the
engine which sounded Like a bag-end There waa nothung
for it but 1o puah the car clear of the road. wnd remove
the vamp there and ther. Thes proved 4 rather long job
ng 1t was dark Defore they Enally grt ot off and discovered
the cause of the enocking, whach was not due to beanings
at all, but mmply w0 the starung-handle 2in, which bhad
worked loose i the crankshalt and was appung sgainst
the crank-case A tap with & hammer put thes nght b
whole the sump was off Barciay and bus comparson had
3 look 4l the bag-ends and removed & few of the shims
This rmade e engiie much guister, and they
Spar the next day
Wi were impresscd e 0 use 8N
Barclay's own words) “by the cheerfulness of the people
noapite of therr extreme poverty, the beauty of the countny
and the bed surface of the roads We

rmaseC 1nto

moetly
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few cars [he populer means LT & SO

uny conley often being

sfeths O Dx
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They Stopped at Nothing . . Contd,

with two passengers, but aleo a3 great deal of luggage
“The journey through Spain via San Antonio, Madrid
ind Granada took three days. For two nights we camped
in the Sierras. There was snow on the mountains il
around and the temperature dropped tc well below
freczing during the early morning, so it was decided 10
press on and iry to reach Malaga oa the Mediterranean as
soon as possible  The last part of the journey was
cangerous. The road passes over the last range of Sierras
and then drops 5,000 feet 1n a distance of a few kilo
metres. All this had 10 be traversed using very dim s
iights only—and these eventually faded aut completely
There were drops of hundreds of fect- not oniy on
one side of the road, but frequeatly or both: znd no
meon to prevent our going over the edge. Bur the
temperature rose rapidly as we neared the sea, and it was
with a certain amount of relief that we reached a camping
site overlocking Malaga and the Mediterranean. The
coastal road round to Gibraltar was deiightful and mos:
pleasant for bathing We staved in a cheap botel for the
first night 1n Gib, and were introduced the following
morning to Mr. Davis, manager of the Shell Co., whc
«as mest kind to us, putting us up at their quay-side
ofices and placing twe mechanics at our disposal while
we were slaying there. All along the route, people have
shown great interest in the car- but on the quay at Gib
the number of people we met who had 'owned one in '24,’
or who enguired ‘Has she got the Hotchkiss crgine:’
was incredible.’
Te cross the St-aits of Gibralar ¢ Tangier takes about
twe hours by ooat. On arnival the voyagers struck a snag
bureaucratic rather than marine. Oscar Wilde snce
dehned a cynic as “a man who knows the price of every
thing. and the value of nothing” ; but the Tangerine cus-
toms officials can never have read their Wilde, because
they got the quotation all wrong. They couid value
the Morris Oxford, but they would not credit its price
No car, tney maintained, was worth so little as
ten peunds sterling;
anvthing ““runnable”
wae worth at least ten
tnes that amount. So
either Monsieur Barclay
must put down a Cus-
1oms Deposit, or fAnd
meone o aiter the
Cerne Even in so
aled Free Ports, lucre
raises its ug.y head !
Finally the Touring
Club sent a mar dewn

SO,

ang the PAPRrs Nere

changed vr the better

THE FIRST TIME she boiled—in Algeria. Steam issues
from the radiator that gave th's model its name,

January 7, 1953

THE WASTELAND.— Panting with the heat. the bull-nese ges her radiator topped-up near fax

Northern Afriza offers some very delightful matoring
but 1t must not be thought thut the weather s always
goou-——ul ‘east in early Mav. The party were greeted with
heavy rains in Tangier; and it was still raining ‘when they
left two days later after staying wizh friends. Thev set
out for Tunis on a Wednesday afterncon, and crossed
into Spanish Moroceo that evening, where it deluged with
rain all night. The country is wild and mountainous
as one would expect of the Barbary Coast—hut the party
mct none of those Rerce peoples knoan to the inaccurate
historian as Riff-raff and pressed on without mechznical
hindrance 10 reach French Morocco the follewing
night

The French zorie s very ferule, anc not nearly o poor
as the Spanish. T'c young Farmer Barclay's surprise they
drove through vast plains covered :n cornhelds—an
enormous acreage of whest, some of it being gathered b
combine harvesters. As they reached Alger:a the weather
improved and the country became really iovely, with
more cornhields, orange groves, and the virevards which
supply much of the Frenthman's win sidimaive The
Oxiord then took the carniche road, passing through vast
foreste of cark-oak and much more mountaincus .
with superb views between Oran and Algiers, where t
arrived on 1t 114 .ﬁa'urca:.‘ gne

On the Boil

There were certain bits of cornicke which the Osford
liked somewhat less. The read bemween Bougie an:d
Philippeville s most beautiful as it winds and undulates
around the coast, bordered oa the ore v steep
mountains and on the cther by the Mediterranean, hut
while the crew were admiring the country, the car was
forced 1o cemplain It was here, chmbing & verv lung
steep hill at the hottes: time of the day, that the cngine
boiled for the first time; then, just outside Bore (where,
m the 1930s a Grand Prix used tc be held) a back spring
suddenly broke. And so, 10 quote Barclay again, “we
removed all the luggage from that side of the car and
carried on TH L' we
found a campirg place
where we replaced the
icat the following marn.
1ng, watched bv a crowe
of interested Arabs.

The 1,600 mile jour-
rey frem Tangier 1
Tunis was accomplished
in six days—wnich
everyone agresd was
good going. Here the
Ovord and s crew
sicpt aparr, Basc'ay and
Gilbert-Smith puting




lanwary 7. % iF M

Contd

Th_’ Sffh;:lwd at thml .

W0 8t 2 howuss i the Arah guarter, where they
W s LIErnely tmloria ki s, anc the
P aywni O™ Wiy sway Decause e
WITLATA8) Of the s rer
A NeRt s Cays O LNE p0 here
vas & strong follow ng wind T
Stax 13 wedl-surtecec, and practcally strught
da: LN Y. e vegelauon grows el and s
L1 apmroactes e SOALEY grves
1y i2 e damel as 3 pepular beast of burcen
between Scusse and Sfax, the toavelier
e & ng the rit eal stretch of
wr i . UrTacE o h fcad
¥ | t Iy T o M
It |-¢ w Al "|-’- -'p ol Ale -
g T BT el TR af + By
bl ™ . Vo i Mogis dive uowds ot
AW | 12 rhing bac ¢ the L poating
\ ' . L ¥ e wal =Te 5
t bt a H-"‘rl;! : i eed anl
gt it w R H) ered et
" o ' 4 4 A‘< b} '. . ’ & » . vl
f 1 by 'l a1 gt | ese !1..{’
b gl Fx rname 'or a A
o x | dJ" 3 e s
1 : oncges are s gown, and VISTA -
b o3 gL throagh the suriace where
the t al Dt % - ay L heiped, when ogverng hese
e 3 ™ the e out of the Odond’s
! re. ws o fove U | g yptuar
1 a1 at ootk
Livemle the politicad tenson, the Urford ang 153 Botish
O ere SYLradMINENGY RiINdhRY recdived They had
~tet an being shir to cash 3 cheque &7 So'lem, w buy
e g supphes. but they discoverasd o thelr Jamay
Fal the was arh el 0 the town | bt Dowest
A P it Aleandra—- 260 mules 3 P it when
i ¢ lering whethe hact " Aex,
uh COue  an | ! . d retlace
th e wd tracks | viles 1o Tobnie an Egyptan
L) freal came forewd and most generously lent
faere ing them reach Alex o8 At E
AT ey naprcied the monuments © the Foreard
driviash Munefeld o Forvard Cermmar mrineheid Gal
i d al e aCres W acres derelict tanis and
NS 22 B aw g fisrama P Frrorm Alex
T a arg they ook the desert road, andd ere
WV presaed Oy Lhe ng! L of Uhe Syramads v they approached
T | the ate ever.a
Barciay, Gidbert-Sauth and thewr Morras were in
- ENE s woens. Fan of the uone o ar i
Fayd, where they worked (o the U AL er
Wy, while Lrymg break twough red e The
fircial Mind, agparenty, was not impressed by the
Siorre an spite of & md done. Ever thowgh the ca
AN MEngInieEd o th gredT pauni. Cwen ‘,.'.'r‘.‘ ar Jeat U
wxnw rew Motris Minoss ina v puton by the R AL
the homl Mind stood Fan e SITUNED.  Tega stions

s wis the traveliart” fryt view of Egyot. the swesping Cull of Sofhy~

for roacwor keavirg Lavy
though that were mod '.“"lﬂ,lu'("-h Lhae Sl

received @ cable from Khartoum: ““Under no circem

spected

stances will such an okl car be allowed o enter th
COUNETY _

Une of those situations which Bureaucracy loves
produce, the Chdord might not proceed, and its pas

sngers. wery sooo, would have o leave., willv-nill
tecause thewr visas wwre due 1o expire. Fon
looked ss though sea tmvel was the only possb

pETE LR

beft; bt the fued rate for & car from Suex o Port Socan
turned out w0 be E35—an incrediblv large « r the
sance, wnd beyond the cxpediion’s ineans la
i aitrrnalive applred
There was, it seems, 2 "'road”’ runnung parellel with 1
Red Ses from Suer 1o Port Sudan, although no ane *hough

very mach of . Ths route, said those in authonty, we
veed only ome ey [owr vears It had never bee
rossed] by vohucles ENOEPL 11 Convoy, andd, o0 Tar s i

unew, never by & normal fouring car sl gll. And 4 e

unobtanable) must be got

As ther vises werd almost expinng, the travelers ad
3 bran-wave Look, they said 1o the Foloe at
“the Shell Company has 1 refinery a: | 1 auf

. { .
Surgly, 1l Shel

there are oul-Nekds at Ria Ghanh
an go w and fro, we

J‘Jln OF shew SO, 1|

notor o Ris G

ne Darty wers Erven 4 pasa
ary > farther. This was ouly 120 mikes away, .
least & was 2 start
And as the 25 Morris chulled away from s b * a

AT cane on board for a

petra

THe DAY afar the car ned bes
pa nted it owas lined wp = pood
tompany on Kork =it alrfield . ey
e Marris stands weversl bandy
highe thar FiLt Protheroe's
XE 130 and §.0Ldr, Pipar's Al




