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&This Alfa is crying out for a long and hard road race
fo add the required road rash to its beautiful flanks E

Thirties. The ‘second growth’. the 60 B-series cars
were introduced in 1934 While it is troe these cars
were bullt 1o a price, their bigpest crime. in the
eyes of detractors, was that they wese finished in
a modern rather than Vintage tradition. Pressed
stee] bodies, ¢ heaper instruments and indepen
dent suspension wene deploned by the old paard
and never mind that the 6C Bs proved themsehees
in the hard school of competition

This particular 6
Franco Cortese ordered the chassis and immedi
ately wurned it over 1o the lependary Vittono Jano
engine designer of the big-gun BCx Jano had by

s soamething diflerent

this time left Alfa for Lancia (he was Later 1o develop
the first, seminal production Ve engine. as used in
the Aurella and now s
peniaded by Scuderia Ambrosiana 1o modify and

copriod) bart was

develop Corese’s car so that it would be suitable
for sports car racing

Starting with the shortest and lghiest Pescars
chassis, Jano set aboutl massaging the 2 yood
engine, wpping the ¢ IMIPReSSON faticn impronving
the meathing, fitting special valves. insalling a
non-standand close- ratio pearbox and moving the
pewver unit and controls back in the chassis 1o
optimise weight distribution. Special wheels
aluminium finned drom brakes and a bespoke
hand-beaen Touring aluminium body meant thar
the whole car weighed the same as the unclothed

58 Classe Cars

origined chassis. This gave Cortese’s Alfa 3 top
speed of ugmph &t gocorpm. compared with the
maket’s guarantee of gomph at ¢goorpm for the
standhrd machine

On 2 bleak Decemb Franco

wt day In ol
Conese joined pead maotoring journalist Dennis
My to put the Alfa through its paces. Cortese
drove ot of loadon towandks Brooklands
completely disreganding the cunsory speed limits
whille passenger May relished the Alfa, as be put it
spanking through gaping Barnes and aghast
The trip o Brooklands passed
dly except for the champeon's treatment

Rochumpeos
uneventfu
A a2 et

which can only be described as uncosventional

y rowndabout on the Klngston bypass

Cottene enteved the double turn a good wenph

abowe tyre-adbeston speed. Well, he ought 10
know what be's about. 50 it proved. The second of
wo four -wheel dides carried the car precisely the
wichth of the moad. no more. no bess. And that, of
e, 5 how [aces 2 worn
Hanco Conese and Dennis May were met at
Brooklunds by the legendary photographer Louls

Kiemmantadi where. undonunasely, the car and the

weather proved off song 'We could not miss the
opportunity of returning 1o Brooklands with the
Al & years ter this time photograpber Tim

Andrew had glonous

sunshine and the car was

game Jor 3 good “spanking

Finished in dark Rosso Comsa the 6C is
drop-jaw gorgeous. It's more voluptuous than
most pre-war cars and the low headlights would
confer a bug-eyed appearance if it weren't for the
uibtle flow of billowing alsminium wings and 2
pronounced radistor bulge. Although the car sits
on a short chassis, these wings enhance the
Impression of length and flhabdity, while the
nipped waist and rear wing are pure Spides

Surprisingly, the Alfa has had only three keepers
since Cortese in 1938 and recently the alered
bodywork was returned 1o pukh Tousing svle in
fresh aluminbum. In w946 the engine was enlarged
from 23000 10 25000C (48 most 2 3000¢ \lun-.u‘
were upgraded w 26000¢ [0 the search lor mose
power). Owned woday by a well known racing
persoality, this special Alfs now looks like new
IS crying out for a Jong and hard road race 1o add
the required road-rash 1o (s besutiful Manks

The dalnty, light door opens by means of a
leather pull 1o reveal beautifully crafied Hght
welght seats. Their black frames are exposed, and
thelr leather cushions are adpested by sumeros
buckles. so that they look like furtituee from
a bang-up-to-the-minute designer shop The
wind-def lecting scutthe is high enough 10 obscure
the end of the bonnet and small aero-screens add
a bit more wind protection, while the low-cut
doors leave ample elbow room. Pale yellow 3
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Clockwise from abeve:
unbdown strsght-sis
engine, as modifled
by Jamo, glves
1280hg| simple
yellaw-Taced disks
complement painted
dash; buchet veats
have ssposed metal
trames onte which
cushions are buchled,
Barvand wire wheeis
heighten the glamour
of this dramatic car




ALFA ROMEO BC |

imstruments are scattencd across the body codoured
aluminiem  dash
aiprstable wnpenion settings

Alter 3 couple of pumps (o prime the thiee

and a Telecontrol refers o

Weber carburettons. the Al Mires and idbes in a
surprisingly smooth manner. No raucous pre-war
shrsek i apparent. The foot pedals are Laid out in
the conventional manner. so there s no need 1o
worTy about 3 disconcerting centre throttie

This is the point when most old machines
require the deft touch of a seasoned Vintage
driver. Bat the Alfa’s clutch engages with a firm
action. the kong S-bend of 2 pearlever finds first
gear with minimal resistance. and it trundies off
the line without drama. Second gear requires a
double de -clurch and slow action, but third and
top have the luxury of synchromesh and they're
the ratzos you use most of the time

The single maost striking feature about this car
B is steering. which s simply superh. Al walking
spoed 1t lightens up immediately, and when
pressing-on the righd sseering wheel transmits a
smoach, fimger - light message devosd of stiction or
buikd-up Then the car's chassis composure is
almost as rermarkable. Those who decry the oCs
independent suspenson are wrong This car
exhibits the precision of the Vintage models but
with 0 2 measured and supple ride which makes
or rapad progress on bad country rouds

Realining this graceful AL is not about to bite
| feel beave enough to explore its potential The
theoethe peclal has 3 kong travel and extending it ¢
the full wakes up the double overbead-ca
strabght six. The cams are driven both by chain:
and pears and these. combined with the deep
breathing of the three Weber Tipo 16 carbs
produce 3 wooderful mechanical bosd It is ot as
feral as an engine equipped with a blower, but the
magic is abundant. You know this engine is golng
to impress but its appetite for revs is astonishing
and care is needed not 1 overrey i as it comes on
cam and the Alfa kmges forward

60 Cessclas

Early Independently suspended cars can display
strange handling quirks but this ooe remalns
absolutely predictable. Cornering produces the
most woederful slides from the Dunkop racing
tyres, mounted on Borrani wire wheels The Allas

chassis can be st up and slewed Imo comers
the back end controlled by the throtthe, but the
hydraulic Iwakes are well up 10 hauling you
exuberance down safely. The facr s that this

car'’s chassis can handle more power than the
e2cbhp enpine can muster. This makes it sure
and controllble rather than being
constantly on & knife-edge Being benignly
exploitable rather than halr-trigger responsive
makes this Alfa fast while leaving plenty in hand
and it's no wooder Cortese won the challenging

footed

38 Targa Abwurzo with it

This Alfa Romeo 6C 2qoo was built o the
specificasions of a racing chamipion. It received the
attentions of one of the greatest engineers of the
thme ancd inherited the provenance and pedigree of
the most outstanding racing cary ever. Not only
b it magnilicent w kook at it ks imply, Gabalous
to drive. That s more than can be sald about
e other venerable icons

Thanks te... Coys of Kansngion for he Ata. For
more Nidemaion on s and offer fine can, cortact
Oy of Marmngron @ 24 Queen s Gile Meam,
ncon SWT S T 01T 584 T4L wabsite
WA COWS- O -Surssrn RO 00, Lk
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(" Kiemantaski, in his own pictures

ON A COLD and mesty Decarnber day n 1938
Lowss Klermantaskd, Derme May and Franco
Coness wer subjectad to the wors! vaganes
the Brsh weaather could thvow &t tham. The
camp conditions mesnt thes Alle Romeo 60
Super Sport was miucta 10 Start and nover
200 L o pioper oesstrg erperat e @ e
Brocklands crout, The car was also bam
st ng By the ow-grace Btiah fues fomted on
motonsts of 1he Bme, makeng 1t pre backy
Nevertholons, Lous Kiamartaske maraged
10 prochace one of his most Satded photographs
fom thesa poor conditions, and pactures of thes
Alta ot Brookianas grace the cover and
SMERUOUS paQen Of 1he besutih il Palewan
Proas book, Karmaritasks Hrmsed
Tha wavk, fastrng a waks camas of
Formuw Annkdy nction pachked rmceng
photogmphs am Wil as many otfher portns
and shucken,
vl e for 055
from Palisan
Prowas, col
017 37 3080
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