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£ LATE NEWS
SEBRING . . . S.C.C.A, ANNUAL MEETING . . .
Cn\uxr. up on March 24th, this is our James Kimberly i= the new president of
only F.LA. sanctioned event and points  the SCCA, which boasts over 7000 members.

camed count toward the World's Sports Car  One of the prime objectives of the new Na-
Championship. In order 1o get foceign fae- tional officers will be te make a closer knit
tory teams, the organoors are focced to put organization of ite widely scattered regions,
up prize money-—-which i= standard practice which now number 65
in all important Eumopean events of similar
stature. Fortunately (and wisely) the . SERY N
SCCA. has elee l(‘-f‘ o .l”"n- 18] lnrm|-"hv\ FHE RACING SCENE . . .
o participate, =0 long as they do not Keep 1Eany one had dared peedict, aven 3 years
any “greenstuff™. ago that such firms as Ford, Chevrolet and
Iu addition to official and unofficial teams  Pontiae would have racing departments, the
from Maserati, Ferrari, Aston-Martin, Jaguar, laughs would hsve been heard as far oas
ete., & Chevrolet Corvette team is also en Stuttgart and Macanello, Now Ford has De
tered, with John Fitch acting as team man
ager, Cheviolet save oflicially “we are out 0
learn,” bt privately ‘they have high hopes

Paolo, Chevrolet has Rose and Arkus-Duntoy
and Pontioc has Loy Moore. Racing kit are

common practice, 225 hhip lor Chey, 240 bhp

Acrording to Poer. T. S, Elivt, ""Apeil i LE MANS for Plymouth, 250 or we for Ford, 260 for
¢ 5. 3 ol'p :

the cruelest momtd o oL bREN bringr 2 ‘ L Dodge. 285 lor Pontiae, 310 for DeSato, ete.
onr coter Jerry Cherbrangh's colar rindy Thete 1 still conlusion wver the actual

of ane of 1he mpit appealing imall 1poris date of this 23 hr. event, with Aogust {airly Where this will end nobody knows, but it
¢t to reach owr rhurer in 4 long rime definite and some talk of hoiding the rce oo augur well for the popularity of aute.

be 1400 ¢¢ Alfu Romeo Giniictta Sprint % .
the A fe & (O one week alter the Ssedish G.P. seheduled rucing. Maybe GM. will yet field a tenm of
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ROAD TEST:
Alfa Romeo Giulietta Spyder

The interior views, below, show the roomy seat-
ing, the now obsolete column shift lever and the

neat crackle finished dobhe engine

So well proportioned is the Giulietta that a photo
gives no clue to its size,

er-type convertib

le body gives

a

slight loss

in top speed compared 10 the hard-top

photography: Poole

Pu.,u,.; that the ltalian autornotive industry
is at last =erious shout entoring the
American market is offered by the long.
awaited “23000" Alfa Romeo. Many of us
bave heard, read about, and occasionally seen
one of the sleek, expensive Italian imports,
but of the 196 of our population who could
readily afford such 2 car only a few hundred
have been willinz to give up the luxurious
floating ride and six passenger spaciousness
of their 35000 “prestige™ automohile,

Now we have the “Giulietta” or more
simply, the Alfs Romeo 1300, indicating the
cngine capacity in cubic centimeters (actual-
ly 1290 cc). The 1300 is available as a 4-door
scdan with a unit frame and body struciure
and a “dreamy” double overhead camshaft
engine developing 50 bhp. This car sells-in
the U. S.A. for about $2500, but we are con-
cerned here with the more specialized version
of the 1300. This is a tiny car with a long
neme, the Alfa-Romeo-Giulietta-Sprint, avail-
able either ns a 24 =eater hard top coupe,
or a 2<eater Spyder, the Intter being actually
a convertible coupe type body. The Sprint,
or 13008 verstons are, of course, smaller
and lighter than the standard sedan, and
minor eagine relinements give an output of
65 bhp. The principal differences between the
bard top Sprint Coupe and the convertible
Spyder are the price (the coupe is $1200
higher!) and the wheelbuse, the convertible
being 7 inches shorter.
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Without a doubt the 1300.S Spyder is the
most fsscinating small ¢
ever dri With an er
cubic inches displacement it prc

ts car we have

ROAD AND TRACK ROAD TEST NO. F-4-56

A ROMEO GIULIETTA SPYDER

formance which
American behomoth

ders if claims of 300 bhp are not

an honest 150. An acceleration time of
15 seconds for 0 to 60 mph, and an honest
top speed of 100 mph wero imp
than 4 vears ago, from our lowest priced
“big 3" makes

But performance data in this case is only
a part of the story. The greatest charm of the
Giulietta Sprimt ix its handiing qualities
Much has already been written about the
delightful road manners of tl new car in

methle lese

q 'mll“"_ a reporl on A protolype 1
poared in R & T over n year ago (Nov. 1954
page 32), Every word of these glowing re
port ) true the wdhesion 1o the road

ahsolutely uncunny. In cormering  ther

modernte understeer, very ght ANter-t
on !lu nteerning wi cel rim, 1 noticeabiln body
roll and no squeal from the Pirelli tice
| |H .ll'“!‘:" | m of .,!!'v.u! ! been
Giadod, Bren Aven: 5o Tastint sdoatiivg 1 SPECIFICATIONS PERFORMANCE

" " 19 » Lot i \
:: :I’ ,”"I'\;__.:”" :ll‘ ,,:”.‘ ,.l“ , < I _:' ;“bf I ., Ust Price $2995 Timed top speed
confident control of slides when a tight tu Wheelbote, in 87 in Max peeds in gears—
In taken too fast, This trictly a fun can Tread, fromt 50 in Jrd (6600)

either for the now-towportscar man or 1 reor 50 in 2nd (6600)
I'vearied them-all type Tire size 15515 s 16700)

Second only 1w the impeceable handlin Curb weight, Ibs. 1940 Ibs Shifr peints from—
and roadal I.I\lul‘ the Giulietta I come distribution 56744 Ird (6250)

Kia hrakes witich are Glows 1o 41/ not atuolate Tost weight 2220 Ibs. 2nd (6300)

5 ‘!]”,‘;" AI '|"'-.‘ AR A !; Lol Engine .. 4 oyl 19 16200)
l\-,l'u.‘::ll,:']«‘.'n .i‘.xl:: 11‘ [', ,K“ "‘, _I .Ih. ; Valves dohc  Mileoge range 27/3
deceleration  approaches the magic one.s Bore & wiroke 2.91 x 2.95 in.

fignre. The lLi-metallic drums have a most Displocoment v 1290 «

ACCELERATION

: : | powsne Horsepower 65 0.30 mph 3.8 secs
air circulation, There's no fade here peaking speed 5500 0-40 mph 50 tecs

impressive look too, with 72 m ive cooling Compression rotio 8.00

fing per drum placed at an angle fog

( ||h-'|u|,' ‘ll; Ill!l ( ‘:I t .I imost impossible aquivolent " 0-50 mph AP
o believe that the wheellinse v 87 incl
ab. 80 x00d ‘I the:ride. Crodit for the st : ot} Torque, f1/lbs 0-60 mph 14.8 secs

ride under any condition must be shared by peoking speed 0-70 mph 21.9 secs
the 4-coil saspension system and low tis equivalent mph 0-80 mph 29.4 secs
pressures allowed by the 155 millimeter Mph per 1000 rpm : 0-90 mph 41.4 secs
(5.99") lires The only . hicl Mph ot 2500 fpm - Standing "4 mile 20.0 secs
Gear ratios (overall)

arh .

Nl TAPLEY READINGS

was not serigus—only unexpected of a con- B R L

} with con st = Geor LIbs/ton Mph Grade
: is on each 22T Ist 560 ot 21 29 %
tly 1o the 2nd 430 ot 30 22%
3rd 310 et 40 16%
4th | 230 at 45 12%
Total drog at 60 mph, 78 |bs.

could ;"Iw']- v be made of the susy

a tendency to judder when making

storts during the accelerntion tests

ventional rear axle well supplied
trol arms, @
side and a ¥
left of center

The engine is hoth 1

end a joy to dove. It si

sired rate of revol
i

with no trace of ¥ L

achometer is flined st 620 it it

tact 'ml y I.' : T : SPEEDO ERROR
reixched and held 6600 rpm duri med

to5h eneed Tuns with no sigr or "

lu;,,‘: speed runs. v ith no s I Indicated Actuel
strain. .\'\ ¢ used :‘:xv recom m mph  kph mph
rev limit during the ac ut

&

30 483 25.0
40 644 ... .. ... ... 352
50 805 PELOIR) 455
60 966 ... 35
70 113 p— ; 643
80 . 740
| | | AU i CRTTTA LPYEes E 50 145 ... 832
, we Ambistin oo o guns 172 . 1000

there is reason to believe that 70K rpm
in cach gear could be uzed safely, returning
slightly better figures. However, this was the
only Spyder west of the i
had only 2400 kilometers
on the clock when we were hande e kevs
by Clem Atwater Motor Sales
Fernando Valley home. Needless

Mph (correcind)
¥ ¥ 8 £ 8 38 3 &

returned the car in perfect con

imcidentally, recorded ) 1)

cluding the pe rformance testing, 100 miles of
highway driving and considerable  traffi
work {Continued on page 45)
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{3d] o World's Newest and Finest Cars in the
! . ' " ~World's Newest and Finest Setting!
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|
| |
3
= |
Ll Openifig Show in the magnificent $30,000,000
| COLISEUM :
| COIumbpy Circle » New York City
=4 ,". / '
o / / ® Forelgn and domettic models
’ APRIL 28 /from $1000 to $25,000 ‘
thru MAY S / ‘o Exclusive first showings—from
i /8 different countries '
| A/ o, Complete line of newest accesso- i
= /7 ries, porls and services !
® Doily and Nightly STAGE & FASHION presentations g‘

N ) -
3 oA e y i 3 o

/w%m Cutton Styls Cosmic
Goille/

GRILLE
Die cast Light Alloy $35
Heavily Chrome Ploted

BONNET
MASCOT
Beautifully styled
Chrome Ploted $ 3 eoch

Al post paid exclodiug duty Delivery approx. 14 days  Trode enquiries invited

COSMIC CAR ACCESSORIES LTD

FENDER MIRRORS
Fiat or Convex
HEADLIGHT GLARE SHIELDS Beautifully styled in

to prevent doxzie
CHROME PLATED BRASS
Clips easily under Rim

2 Chrome Plate
Fully odiustable

per poir

| excigse Maney Order o Boskery’ Droft for:$

BESCOT STREET, WALSALL. ENGLAND NAME :
please send the following : ADDRESS
| ] TR273 GRILLE [ FENDER m:ao:v, cry ZoNE STATE

BONNET MASCOTS [ |

L

GLARE SHIELDS [ ]

ALFA ROMEO - Cont.

This particular car was originally shown
at the Fall Show in Paris. The body was
built by Pinin Farina, and production models
(also by Farina) show no important changes.
The curly weight of 1940 lbs. was higher than
expected (the unit frame and body coupes
are said to weigh 1980 lbs
section body sills are an added necessity on

chassis—which adds weight
chassis felt adequately rigid and
had none of the cowl shake so often en-

), but large box

n "rnu”c,x-"
aplenty, The
roadyter type bodies,

On comfort, the excellent ride has already

vountered in open

been mentioned, If we can accept the inter
esting theory that the T.Bird outsold the
Corvette because 15 Americans want windoup
windows to 1 who prefers side curtaing, then
the Alfa Romeo Spyvder's success s assured,
for it .llunt' m its price olasy fm~ .’!d-m wine
dows. On this car the cranking operation
but the
windows are nice to have, The seating position

ook an inordinate amount of work,
v excellent, the seats themselves comfortable,
However, one criticisin must be made. The
The sealed cover over the gavoline pller cap
ts not being used on production models,

interior appears to have been designed only

for drivers between the heights of 54" and 6
approximately. Anyone shorter than the low-
er limit will find himself (or herself) peer-
ing under the steering wheel rim, and our
64" ztaff member found that when the top
was in place it fitted rather like a hat

column-mounted
shift lever. the better. It was next to the

The less said about the

worst we have ever encountered, especially on
the shift from 2nd to 3rd. The travel on this
shift was too short, and there was insufficient
leverage to make the change quickly and
positively. We estimate that all the accelera.
tien fgures from 0 to 50 and up could he
reduced by one full second with the new
floor-mounted shift lever, which fortunately
i+ being supplied on all production cars. We

examined this new feature on a car just off
the dock but were not able 1o try it out. It
appears to be a very serviceable and usable
is- distinguished by a very large
knob which feels just right to grasp.

stick- and

For the production model with floor shift,
in the triviality of the
only criticism left to level at the car—in the
roar of LS. 1rafic, the Giulietta's feeble

our highest tribute Lies

“bee Lvr, horn is like o mouse squeaking

among lions. Now, the question remains:
when is the factory going to come through
with enough Spyders to fill orders? D
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