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Use right otne fuel to keep engine purring

Dear Tom and Ray: For umpteen
years, I have had a choice of 87 oc-
tane, 90 octane and 92 octane gas. I
always purchased 87 octane because
it was the least expensive. And my
cars have always performed well on
87 octane.

lmwhnveacar!hathasuslgnon
the dash that says “Premium Un-
leaded Fuel Only.” Why does the
manufacturer tell me to use 92 oc-
tane, and how important is it that I
pay attention to this?

— Norma

Tom: Here’s why. The lower the
octane, the lower the temperature at
which the gasoline explodes in the
cylinders. And in certain “high com-
pression” engines like yours, 87 oc-
tane gasoline explodes too early.
lhose early explosions are known as

lnd Lhey eventually cause
englne

Ray: Premlum gas (probably 91
or 92 octane, whatever is specified in
your owners manual) explodes
when it's supposed to in your engine,
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and that'’s why the manufacturer of
your car requires it.

Tom: In general, you should al-
ways follow the manufacturer's rec-
ommendation when it comes to oc-
tane. Using a lower octane can harm
the engine over time, and using a
higher-than-called-for octane is a

complete waste of mo)

Ray: And I guess that's the good
news we can give you, Norma. You
don’t have to waste your money
springing for 94-pctane. You can
stick with the chedp, 92 octane.

1 Qaa
DeagpTom and Ray: | would like to
platinum-ti spark plugs
in my 1987 Chevrolet Celebrity, but
have been told that they will not
work in a car that has a fuel-injec-
tion system.

I contacted General Motors in
Detroit, and they said they only rec-
ommend their own spark plugs. Can
1 use the platinum-tipped plugs?

~— Harold

Tom: Sure you can, Harold. GM
didn’t say the platinum-tipped plugs
would do any harm; they just said
that they only recommend their own
brand.

Of course they only recommend
their brand. They make money
when you buy their brand. If they
could get away with it, they'd sell

Anti-lock braking failures
prompt federal investigation

By Robert Manor
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

The anti-lock braking systems on
many Chrysler Corp. minivans built
in the 1990s have failed, prompting a
federal investigation.

The National Highway Trans-
portation Safety Administration
and others involved in auto safety
have compiled nearly 2,000.reports
of anti-lock brake failure on

ler cars and minivans.

Not all failures are reported, and
the total number is certain to be

much J

Al o Chrysler has denied
that its anti-lock brakes are unsafe,
the car maker has also said it does
not know why so many are failing.

“We haven't been able to figure
that out,” said Lindsay Brooke, a
spokumnn for Chrysler.

Some failures are disquieti but
mlnor For example, a warning

ly flashes and l

t inexplicabl
braka pedal that feels soft.
are terrifying — total loss
of bnkln¢ without warning.

Most of the failures involve mini-
vans, Chrysler’s best-selling vehi-
cle. Safety-conscious drivers often
order anti-lock braking systems as

morethan1 mlluon vehiclu withan-
ti-lock braking syste;

Often the brakes lnﬂ atlow speed,

K:rhagu;-p why no deaths

the govern-

ment. Finy-ﬂve necldenu and 29 in-

The List--

The National Highway Trans-
portation Safety Administration is
investigating anti-lock braking fail-
ures on the following Chrysler ve-
hicles:

Model year 1991 through

199
Plymouth Voyager and
Grnnd Voyage

@ Dodge Camvan Grand Car-
avan, and Caravan C/V.

@ Chrysler Town and Country
minivans.

Model year 1990 through
1993:

@ Chrysler New Yorker, Fifth
Avenue, Imperial.

® Dodge Monaco and Dy-
nasty.

@ Eagle Premier cars.

The agency has also received
complaints about anti-lock brak-
ing problems on model year 1990,
1994 and 1995 Caravans, Voy-
agers, Town and Country mini-
vans, and model year 1994 New
Yorker and 1995 Neon passenger
cars, but has not opened a formal
inquiry on those vehicles.

~—$t. Lovis Post- Dlwnch

g.lries are blamed on the defective
aklng and the number is rising

So ny Chrysler ABS-equipped
vehicles hnve failed that owners
sometimes wait for weeks to get re-
pairs because replacement parts
are on back-order, dealerships have
said

Most are Chrysler minivans —

the Dodge Caravan, Plymouth Voy-

ager, Chrysler Town & Country —
built at the company’s assembly
plant in Fenton, Mo., and a plant in
Canada.

Federal authorities are formally
investigating braking problems in
1991 to 1993 minivans, when 318,000
were sold with ABS.

ABS failures are also nppelrin%
among the hundreds of thousands of
minivans and other Chrysler vehi-
cles for the 1994’ and 1995 model
years.

The company is using a different
anti-lock br: system on the ve-
hicles it builds year for the '96
model year.

Anti-lock brakes are intended to
stop a vehicle from skidding on slick
surfaces by applying and releasing
brakes mnny times a second.
provide

roperly, they
near normnr braking in lltun!ionl

where a car would otherwise go out
of control.

Internal Chrysler documents
and minutes of a with Al-
liedSignal, the Chrysler supplier
thnzbuudsthennu lock braking sys-
tem, show Chrysler knew of an un-
usual number of ABS failures as ear-
ly as 1992.

In that year the companies dis-

cussed ABS problems that included
hard braking and failure of the
brakes to slow the car. One Chrysler
executive present said the malfunc-
tion was chnracteriud by many
people as pedal to the
Government record.s show that
when the ped.nl sinks to the floor, of-

ten all
any times, mechanlcs can find
no reuon for the malfunction.

What Affected Owners Should Do

“genuine” GM air for your tires.

Ray: And GM is not alone. Most
manufacturers tell you not to use
anything but “genuine” or “original”
(fill-in-the-blank) parts and fluids.
In general, this is bull feathers. As
long as the parts and fluids you use
“meet or exceed OEM (original
equipment manufacturer) specifi-
cations” for your car, they should be
fine.

And the packaging on the prod-
uct should tell you whether or not
that's the case.

Tom: The Flalmum tipped plugs
simply last a lot longer that conven-
tional plugs. And a lot of new
cars—all of which are fuel inject-
ed—are using them these days. In
fact, if you put platinum-tipped
spark plugs into an '87 Celebrity, I'll
bet you 20 bucks the plugs outlast the
car by at least 50,000 !

QoaQ

Dear Tom and Ray: I recently
bought a ‘NF’ordAmIm.undwhﬂe
I'm a long-time Ford owner, I've

never owned a small car. I love my
new little car, but I have noticed af-
ter starting it, if I turn on the head-
lights or fan, the engine speed
decreased for a few seconds and the
clock display noticeably dims. Pow-
er resumes after a few second.

Smgeruwingmachun.umm
sories demand enough power

Should I take it back to the dealer boost the engine

for servme, or is this just a feature of
owning a small car?

— Jackie

Ray: You should take it back,

Jackie: My guess is that one of the

gerbils that powers this car fell off

his wheel and needs to be coaxed

back on with some il treats.
Tom: Actually, what's happening
is that the car is almost sf 5

N you turn on a major acces-
sory like the headlights of the air
conditioner (is that what you mean
by “fan”?), you suddenly need a lot
of power.

And where does the power come
from? From the engine.
Ray: And in your case, since the
Aspire engine is about the size of a

" problem. And if he tells you

Andit's :uppo-ed to work almost
instantaneously.

Soif yours is taking a few seconds
to respond, it's obviously not work-
ing properly.

Ray: So the answer is yes, you
should ask your dealer to fix ﬂ‘lu
do this,” your response be,
“Then they all need to be fixed,
let’s start by putting a new idle
control on mine.”

Got aquestion about cars? Write to

Click and Clack Talk Cars in m

J The Republic, 333 Second St.
‘olumbus, IN 47201. We can't an-

swer your letter personally but will
run the i

best letters in the column.

originally bel

Simon Kidston of Coys Auctioneers inspects
h Mussolini kept until 1939, was auctioned for

Going, going, gone
the 1935 Alfa Romeo 6C 2300 sports car, which
1o Italian dictator Benito Mussolini, at Chiswick House in London. The car,

$225,000.

Study says little room remains
for improving fuel efficiency

By Pat Griffith
The Toledo Blade
WASHINGTON — A study com-
the American Iron and

missioned by

Steel Institute has concluded that
improvements in fuel efficiency for
U.S.-made autos, sport-utility vehi-
cles and light trucks have gone

Associates, a consulting firm that
works with many manulacluan.ﬁ
and metals industries, was rel
at a press conference Sunday by rep-
resentatives of the steel and auto in-
dustries.

Thomas Usher, CEO and chair-
man of USX Corp. and chairman of
AISI's board of directors, said it was

to decide on truck standards for the
ms

for worldwide.comments on poten-
tial standards for light trucks, which
includes mini-vans and sport-utility
vehicles going into the next centu-

year.
agency has sent out a notice
federal
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Going, going, gone

Simon Kidston of Coys Auctioneers inspects the 1935 Alfa Romeo 6C 2300 sports car, which
orlflnally belonged to Italian dictator Benito Mussolini, at Chiswick House in London. The car,
which Mussolini kept until 1939, was auctioned for $225,000.
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