Cutting a Dash

A touch of glamour for the Bristol 400 by Pinin Farina
to brighten up British post-war austerity

stody by Rchard Heseltine
Pratography by Michale Ward
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he beauty of the Bristol manguee s this: its

products have escaped the wagaries of

fashion by mever being in fashion, A Bristal

= any Bristal - i5 & conndisseurs cholice

rather than a mainstream attraction, as
evinced by the fabulous Finin Farina-bodied exampla
pictured here. It is one of several madels to wear
coachwork I;r:,l Labtm egutuners, and s unquEE'.iDI‘Et:-l’_t,-
ang of the most elegant.

At the end of World War Two, the Bristol Asroplans
Company had urusad factory space and a highty-skilled
workforce in need of gainful employment. Thanks to
the wision of George White and Reginald Vernor-Smith,
the compary sat about producing a new Breesd of
spnrting saloon builk to arcraft stendands. By chance,
Dan Akdngton af AFM (the company responsible for the
pre-war Frazer Mash-BMws] had bean invalided out of
tha army and posbed to the Bristol office of the
Ministry of drcraft Production. There he caught wind of
what was afoot and mentionaed the news to his
brother, Hl Aldngbon, who in tum descended on the
Wast Country to demonstrate a BMW 327780 to the
Brestal rranagement. And in 1g4e, 8 Stirling bamber
reburned to Filton loaded with drawings for the prosen
six-cylindar BMW angine along with assorbed
components, Bristol now had a besis for its proposed
motor car, the forthcoming Frazer Mash-Bristol being
trurnpetad to the media in Septembar 2046, However,
differancas of opinion bebween Bhe Aldngbans and
Wwhite soon led to a perting of the ways. AFM would
continue to act as Bristol agents and be supplied with
parts for wse n its own Frazer Mash products.

The Bristol 400 was urwaailesd at the 1047 Geneva
Matar Show, but HY Aldington had already been
cemwassing various talian coachbulders, While in-house
man Du;ll,ag,r Hobbs worked an the qo ‘Aerodynes’
successor, Aldnghon rmanaged to persuade tha Bristol
poard to release a few chassis to ba clothed by Touring
of Milan and Finin Farina, Elements of the Touring

autline would fitter into the rmgular 401, nok least the
EJJpE".egEE'a rmekhod of construction wherabny
alumirium panels were draped owver a tubular steel
structure. The Farina offering, however, was something
alsa antirely, borrowing sorme cwes From conbermgarany
coacheark for Lancia Aprilia and Alfa Romeo 6C 2500
chessis, Three qoo platforms were dressed by the Turin
firm [phus four 4015 N 194g], the Bristol board
pnggrriHﬂ to push on abead with ks own home-grown
offesings rather than edopt the talian outlines. AFH,
howewar, went 5o far as to list the Pinin Farina and
Towring bodias in its promotional material

OF the trip of 400 Farinas, as they have since become
ke, twa are known ta survive, ‘Our’ car, chassis
400,181, was ariginally delivered to AFM in Isleworth on
Decermbar 3 10947 in left-hand drive canfiguration fior
armward shipment to Zurich. It had been purchased by
Mr C A Drencwatz of Radex &G, the main agent for
BMW in Switzerland. Ceer time, Drenowat? would
purchase a5 many &s 20 chassis from Bristol, nchuding
five of the 400 model. However, by the end of 1040, the
car was back in Middiesex wheare it was cormeerbed bo
rlghr_ hand drivie, Bhe two-btre skraight sis besng
uprated with thres Solex 3281 carbs (in place of as
many SU Dz items). It was registered to AFM on
February a7 1050 before being dispatched to Leeds
margue agent, Bolton Mobors. Shortly theraafter, it was
registered bo @ Mr GF Hanson, the managng director of
textile firm Fredaricks Lbd He would retain the 400
Farina for 12 years, However, the cer suffered a holed
piskan in 1958, a replacernent engine being
substituted. it is still in the car

In 1gfia, the Bristol was sold back to Peter Bolton
who was a prominent fixbwre in Leeds with a chain of
car dealerships and petrol stations. The
Yorkshireman was also a well-known figure in rallysg
and sportscar racing during the 'sos and mito the
o, most famousty driving ACs at Le Mans, Indeed,
in &pril ‘64 he and ‘Gentleman’ Jack Sears famously
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regciad |F|':'|||-I| along the M1 aboard the unigue
works Cobra couge in tha run up bo that years 24 Hour
race which Ccaused a furore i the populist press. [Ther
aflhns were subsaquently - and erromeausly = blamed
for the imposition of the Jomph motorway g pesd limit])
Bolton re-registered the Bristol 1 PRB and held onto i
Man on his retirerment in 19BE. The car was acquired by
s current awner, Adran Barry, in 200,
.‘i'l'!l'l':,:"-:ﬂt-.:.'. 3I."I'_-' EM0YyS UsIng The Car In anger
iavig Lowsrend Morthern taly, Corsica, northam Spair
and the south of France in it in addities b
complating the a011-"12 Mille Miglia retrospectives
the 2011 Targa Flono Historic and the zo1z Coppa
d'Ora dielle Dolomiti. Barry isn't abeve showing the
car, either. Ir
that inaue

rarna was exfubibed at
aral Uniques cancours in Florence where it
1 third in class prize. # was also awarded
with Class honours at the Bristol Owners” Club
concours in 2007, Dver the winter of 2o1o-'11. Bhe
Car wils treated to a bare metal respray, with some
aluminium panel work being replaced where the ally
nad reacted against the steal superstructune

2014 tha 400
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Dthereise, the Bristol is largely original as Barry
remains eager ta refurbish rather than replace items
It really is gorgeaus, and physically disparate from

8 regular Bristol 400. While an attractive machine, the

production cars outline appears ta b fram a
different - and earlier — era by comparison with Finin
Farina’s take. It's & lovely thing, and there isnt a burs
ate atylistically with the corporate grille in
particular Baing bBeautifulhy ntegrated. That said
from many angles you could just as easily substitube
e Bristol badge with one from any number of Itallan
nameplates. Indeged. this probably cownted against it
being adopted as a
Moving inside, it's a handseimie office, complete
with an ltalianate body painted dashboard rather
than the e Olde England walnut affair you might
sxpect. Most of the gauges are Bristol-sourced
althaugh some minor controls and door furniture
appear to hawve been robbed from period Lancias
whila the St Christapher medal attached to the dash
rrasks a hole from when it was converted from e
to reght-hand driva. The generously sized seats are
axtramealy comfartable, as bafits a car which has

racluchion mooe

BELDW: Hard to baligws
tnat this [ovely car was
builf in 1947 s E‘eg.isrl was
way shead af its time




BELOW: The strakghit-gix
angineg was mspired from
BMW drawings libarated'
from Garmany in 1545

d continents in sINgle bo inds. &nd here you
io fiesd ke you're sitting in the Bristol, rather than
il a5 with so mary cars of this wint e

Those new to garky B : ang aften amazed at how
smioath ard refined they ane, at least compared to
L] < 5 down to that rather

mast pariod rvals. Much of £

weonclerful Beerme-head 197100 -5, ACCORINE Lo
ced around g50np at g50arpm
o Tt of borque ot

straig
LI
-

factaory higures, It pao
n standard form along with 1o7
inid whe

prassed the ergne note 1% Crsp

mary, Nothirg: beats Tha o of 8

id. For obhars, I's an angry WA blasgt B Out

W13 ureder
fanfare. &nd for the rest of us, it's an in-ine ‘six’ at its

sk strident, Here, you can almost hear eser W
iighrods; every stroke of
¥ mokor

oreerall wins on blue chip

gternating chick of its cross

t= crank. Thes classie unil Eowsser

sport greats, with class o

U Sk T k=

events such A the Targa Flaro and Le Mans 2.4 Hour:

ts breed

1at, the gearbox ik alliad to hara

1 wou would Find i ary

sbom Markin or suchlixe 1ad a pleasing

change and well-sna ed ratios. The additsoa of arn

Ve is no doub n For Berry o Fue

contment-Crossing missions, too Thai st bat,

overnd

EEveEr. 15 Ehe rack and pimon stéamid. TS |

gaared, but fesls surprsingly bight and accurate,
ilthough you could neser call the 400 Faring nimole, It
riches wozll, rolleng & LTElE on s femiish] Springs, wi

the steel drurm brakes stop the

~ar without any fuss
Bt vou wouldn't want to call upon them in a hurry
But then that's true of any Go-somathing classic
ATber even ust the bnenest of sorties, you amergms
enamoured of the 4oo. Bristols w
type of enthusiast, the square-rgEed post "Gl

rysler WB power being more attuned

abtwinys appeal o &

cars with their Ch
to the tycoon with taske than the ‘twesder Dwo-litne
mindels. Early Brigtols weren't really about look-at-me
&5 laguar having that

CErtan

CONSPICUmMERESS, fivals such
Coviergd, except here the 400 Fanna exudes 3

raffesh pose. You can just picture some suave and

suntanmed playbay and his smitten conguest crasing
thie rosds arcund Laka Lomo by 'I|"":'||i-:|l" winCH
rather trumps the gray ration book muestenty of
immadiate post-war Britain

Bt would the Pinm Farina Brisbol

hawe SUCCeaded
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TOF: The Berry famiy heve
shown the car at Linigues in
Flarance and also run in the
Miila Miplia and Targa Flario

had it been adopted as a production modal?
Ferhaps, but cost would always have been an issuE,
and it isn't as though talien influences didn't seep in
\ater on. Linder Tony Crook's tenure from ‘61, Zagato
clothed several chassis (he was the Milan
coachbuilder's UK concessianaira), while VWiotti
badied one car which was acquired by Peter Sallers
iCroak had UK rights to Viotti Fiats). Some Bristols
were even equipped with Abarth exhausts (Crook
wirs the British imparter_.). You get the idea. This
hardiest of marques may be a great British survivar,
but its genes are encoded with Ralian influences, 1 |




