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They're all here: Hannu Mikkola, Stig Blomaqyvist, Walter Rhrl... and us,
in Colin McRae's Impreza. In a quiet German town for one weekend of
frenetic action, the ghosts of rallying's golden past rise again

Words Adam Towler Photography Tom Salt
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Motorsport: Eifel Rallye Festival




They don't rel ,
stage timesﬁi

Still-outlawed Group B
cars can compete




i in the

Al fiveried
Straton. We caught
i upl

Muna
tat

are two Ford RS200s parked alongside

the service park there
cekend by

and a three-door Sierra RS Cosworth driven this w
1085 World Rally Champion Stig Blomguist. The organisers
o not release the stage times, which means the still outlawed
Group B machines can actively compete. but that doesnt stop
evervone trying very hard indeed

First, a confession: 1 have never navigated in a rally car
before, a fact that seems absard given the company I'm ke
ing and the car Il be calling the notes from That I'm here
tirely due to my friend Steve Rockingham, who owns
RioWRC He loves rallving started driving competitisely in
road rallies years ago, and now adays does the odd rally while
his cars at events like this one
says Steve

18 ¢

regularly demonstrating
“Don't worry if you get lost or you throw up’
2 to be encouraging, 'I've dnven some of the
t to be fun. But [ know that Steve
bloke, will want to put an agood
how for the thousands of spectators expested to line the
1o 1 suspect Steve knows that i, as a rally
ng-obsessed car nut, will be mortiy «d if I'm not immediately
up o scratch, however unrealistic that might be
‘Rig’ debuted at Rally GB in 1097 with Kenneth
hile Colin and Nicky won in
22 WRC. "Rig’ retired inglori
In 1998 Colin drove ‘R19
1o that Portuguese success. and i 1990 it did a full
WRC scason i the hands of Freddy Dor. a wealthy
French businessman clos: ated with Prodrive
requited sponsors, hence the

cheerfully try
stages betore and it’s meant
a successful and competitive

spevial stage

Ertksson at the whe:
a sister Prodrive Imps
ously on the very Arststage

He was not a man whe
plain white livers the car wears tothis day
Steve doesnt have alavish teamof mechamics sowe
prep duties and pack everything

ve use for

have to share all the

That's the same van

nte orks van
recceing the stages. which leads to the amusing sight
of a Vito sideways on gravel. Steve's regular co-driver
Fiona has ph sed hes pace notes from previous
cears, but they need adjustment for this year's chan
s, and one stage 15 ney

s enprossing, but reading and wnting on

nakes me nauseous which b sdes il tor tor w

0 (i
w It's the infamous
un atdusk A
while all

ge miles. bey

entr.

;s the road route fans wave from the kerbsi
y nerves really spike as we reach the time control for the
stage. After fumbling with intercom lead, headset, helmet and
nect everything, click

alon,

Hans device, finally I manage to cor
tighten them enthusiastically until 7

gether my belt
rivates make me wince, and all just in time as we pull up tothe

P
startline. The crowd, five-deepin places, looks on animatedly

1 glance across and

We're next, and I'm sweating profusel
nd the

observe Steve’s face, reddish and perspiring
mex face mask, the eyes bulging with raw concentration and
athing faston the intercom, and [ suddenly realise how
od he i, how psyched you have to be to drive a proper
1d Rally Car with conviction on a special stage. This is
goingtobe wild Anditis

Go! Hilgerath hegins with a long, hig
main road, and we're soon on the rev limitet in top
transmission whining so loud it’s boring a hole through my
helmet. | remember this from the recce: awkward braking at
high specd while still exiting the ‘left-four’ of an S-bend. Ovof
The warer-cooled brakes bite so hard 1fecl the air compressed
from my lungs - just as well, then, that I've already called
he ‘right-two’ that leads off into the forest. Steve controls
the inevitable wag of the tail with a snap of the wrists, then
exaggerates it with a Scandinavian flick before fudicious use
¢ ‘bar’ to make the next right
racket inside the car is immense, and aware that my

high-speed section on a
car, the

e

T
vocal chords are gning up & shout as loud as I possibly can_ For

they're

Steve, headset turned up to the appropriate volum
ulates

practically splisting his eardrums. Repeatedly he ges
to calm down while we slide perilously between trees, but
1 can't decipher a word, and continue to manically rasp out
ravely reaches behind his seat
and turns me mixed up with the
notes, lose my place and have to admit ‘on air’ that I'm merely a
passenger, which leaves me stewing in abject fury with myse
compounded when | get us lost leaving the stage afterwards
Nevertheless, the adrenalin means I'm dehiriously hapy
we return the Subaru danking and stuttering into the servi
park By thetime we've packed the Impreza away tor the night
the rain is hammering on the roof of the awning, and with
1find myself sharing a beer
y bout the state »

instructions. Eventually Steve b
b

most fans retired to the local bars

with Stig and St

Colin McRae won
the ‘98 Portuguese
Rally in this car. We
understand why
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Thenthe unthinkable?
we catchithe Munari, o
Stratos mid-stage. It's
Iike 1990s Sega Rally







