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W E E K E N D
O F T H E G O D S

TheyVe all here: Hannu Mikkola, Stig Blomqvist Walter Röhrl... and us,
in Colin McRae's Impreza. In a quiet German town for one weekend of

frenetic action, the ghosts of rallying's golden past rise again
Words Adam Towler Photography Tom Salt

9 6 C A R M A G A Z I N E . C O . u k O c t o b e r 2 0 1 5





CANT TALK I djji't rr.fjn m the mefjphctu xfl^.
I tt*jn, I rcall» can't talk Mv m«iuih hut only
> pjthoi; crtuk cmeiĵ r». in;eripc»»<d jt tAndoni
cnntneniv *iih a ctock tnjt lendv my »Lttenngwj!
chords soannp an octA%* hipher This cotki he a
proMem tn ju't a few h.*iM 1 will he calhnp pj.e
n u « e > f f i m i t h e v e t v w A t w h e t e N h l s C n - t o t v e

gUhicd CiiJ.n M.Rac to VKIOI) m the n)<j3 RjIU
c* PwtupAl The «ereruinul hah of th-e iois Eifcl
Miihe levfival. A pAihennp e%ery year of
:iirtK-»po»inpt4d nil) ijf% arvJ ^fAr drner» isjuH

; Socrorv>A«>A\
A surrcjl few jjys hepms in a huaII hoiel in the

prinincial ti>wn of IJalh. f.etnuny I an citting
(Vncti to bfeAktAH when in walks a kindU luokiiip
;4dcr ihap with a deep, hliWidjAn tan Ar>J ptercini;

Kue eyes Mr looks jtraipht at me. smiles quieih. and then
AtrMesoscriothecfreaiseleetion It s Hannu MikkoU The
Haanu MikkcJa. as in the lofl} WorU Raih Chanpwm As
I tufti hask wide fsed tn contemplate my dtv eto.ssjnf his
kiri: lime so dmet Arne Metti stn-Ils past as ;f he's on the
was tothe hotel pool

The man 1 m hae to snare hteakfAM witharnsrs a few mm-
Ues later The thitk nmmed sprctAsles and sturdi phs-sisjue

At* AS unrrmArkANe tosiay a« the polo
si i i r t . shorts And CAns-as sfwics ist anv

vesApenarun on hedidas. but in the
mal 'Bos thrv leri this hly.np hmn ihe
n i t k n a n u " / m n d ' s l a c k ' t > s f . w h e n
lomhncd with his sham smokinp
habit, they gase the impression that
Tiino Salonen wasn't, perhaps, taking
Ifse spoft as setususis as some of his
fisaK His hhsCenng taw sj«eed soon
made that epithel deeplv inmit

lie tells me he hasn't dtnen a Croup
b Peuptis: ;o5 Tl^ tinee the end of
the i<)8h RAC Rally - unti! sesfet.la,
that IS It felt like I hase been making
tally one week ago.' he says :n a deep,
clipped hinnish accent TifiK» ariistd
ir. the 1080 IVugn* team as the un
dctstud) (I) Afi Vaunen's star turn,
h i t t h e t a b l a s o o n t u r n e d " I h a d n o

pressure, but alter two. three rallies,
Vaianen had hig ptessu.'e l! was a big
sjr|>fise to An that I was so fast." it's
a s e n t i m e n t e v h o e d l a t e r w h e n I c h a t

to Maurice Purquersoc in the sersice
park He s here looking after the Tib
hat Timo will dtise lornurrcrw. and
was Timo's chief mechanic during that
spine finglmg '85 season lie hasii'i
«een Timufnr jq years either

Ihrrc areosei iji.ralls «arsentered
this lestisal of gratuitous os*f

steer esmthing from a two stroke
Saah that billows Wue smoke, to those
ferocious <ifojp B monsters of the
i q R o s . s t i c h a s t h e M C M e t r o b R a

and the shon wheelhase Audi Sport
Quattfo Then- are Croup A Integralesd WRC-na Corollas; drifting Croup 4 ILscorts and .Sandro

Munari m the car tcsfevcr associated with his driving genius
the Lancia Straten in Aliiahacoloiirs Walter Rohil. natural))
isptesem.asheiseserysear F.seniniuMourlitrlecorncrof >



Motorsport: Eifel Raltye F^cstivai





the vn ice pjtk there are two Tord RSaoos parked alongside
and J three iWr Sierra RS Ccxwt.ith driven thiv weekend by
,<,84 World Kali) Champuin Stig Bbm̂ visc. Hie organisers
do nor release the stage Cime», whuh mean» ihe still wJtlawrd
t;rimp 1» nurhines ein aciivels vompeic. but that doesn't stop
rservonetrvingveryhardindeed

First, a confession I hast nesci navigated in a rails car
before a fact that seem ahs.ird given the company I m ̂ «p
ing ami the tar 111 be calling the notes from That I'm here
IS entire!) due to mv friend Srese Rtxkingham. who owns
K mW RC He loves rails ing started driving compeliiiselv inroad rallies seats ago, and nossadass d.<s the odd rally sshiie
reinilarlsdemonsttaiinghistarsateventslikeihisone

•Don't ssorrv it >s-u get Inst or s-oi. th.mv up sass Srcsc
û ifiills living to he ent.Hiraging I ve driven some ot the
siagr» helnte and it's meant to be fun But I kmnv that Srese.J successful and compelitisc bloke, will ssant to put on a goî
shtns for the thousands of spectators expected to hne the
special stages. ,ustas f suspect Stevekm«̂  ihar l.aca ral.y,„g obsessed car nut. ssill be mortified If I m not immediatels
up to sc ratch, hosscscr unrealistic thai might be

•Rio' debuted at Raits ÜB in moT svith Kenneth
Eriksson at the ssheel while Colin and Nicks won in
a sister Pr.xJrise Imprer.s WRl 'Kiu rciir̂  mgU.
ouslvonrhevers first stage IniouK 1 ohndrose Rn,ilui Portuguese success, and .11 moO « did a full
WRC season in the tund» ol t'redds I «or a svealths
French busines,n.anclocels asscviated with P.odnse
He csas not a man who rrquiied sponsors, hence ihe
plainwhiteiiversthec.Hwe.ustofiusda)

Stesedoesn'i have J lavish leaniolntechanus sosve
have to share all the prep d-'tios and pack evervthinp

h„ >voTk- wt. rhji - iht unit un "t lilt loi
„.ccini! lilt Mtfti "M.h Itnji 1» Iht imui.nf.nrhi
„1, V.u. inltiiiii nn c.nitl l.tit, ,np,b.... dint,

lu- l.tr |u.t n.ilci In.™ pm.i.J.
hi. il.ti nrt.1 :«l|.iiin.tm i™ thn vtji. .lung

1, „J.,i»-.UBt,.„i,.n.i»ii l.lil...|;|u.tn.«t.
, fr.Brins.ns Kn nuil."S .i""»!!"" ''"t ■"""nukrimtni«.t,.u. „hi.l. bodt„lll,..n..i...n..»̂  ̂
Its SatiJiJas evening a;iJ fheie» no lime ro vsoi.s

»li.lti"

along the road route fans wave from the kerbsicfc
My nervTs tcally spike as we reach the time control for the

stage After fumbling with intercom lead, headset, hdmei and
Hans des«, finally 1 manage to cimnecr evnything, clfcrk
ipgethet mv belts, tighten them eiithusiisticaily until ms
privates make me wince, anilall jiivl III timeasss-e pull up toibe
Stan line 1 he crowd, fivc deep in places, looks on animatedl)

We're next, and I'm sweating profusetv I glame across and
observe Steve's face, reddish and perspiring behind the m>-
mtx face mask, the eyes bulging with raw comemraiion aiwl
the breathing fast on the intercom, and 1 suddenly realise how
psyched he is, how psyched you have to be to dnv* a proper
World Rally Cat with conviction on a special stage. This is
going lobewild And it u.

Gö'Hilgeraih begins with a long, high-speevi sevrion on a
main toad, and we re soon on the rev limirer in top gear the
transmission whining so Itvud il's boring a hole through mv
helmet I remember this from the recce; awkward braking at
high speed while still exitingthe left lour' ofan S bend. Ouof
The vvjier cooled brakes bite so hard I feel the air coinpies>ed
from my lungs - just as well, then, that I s* already called
the right-two' (hat leads off into the forest Steve controls
the inevitable wag of the tail with a snap of the wrists, then
exaggerates it with a Scandinavian flick before judicious use
of the 'bar' to make the next right.

The racket inside the car is immense, and awaie that my
vocalcliofdsaiegivinj'up Ishixii ashmda» I povsiWv can For
Stese. liradvet lurnnl up to the appmpnate s-olumc, ihey re
practicaliy spliiring hi» eardrums Rcpeaiediy he gesticulates
to calm down while w* shde penloudy between trees, but
I can't ilccipher a word, and continue to manualh rasp out
jnstructioiis Esentuaily Sieve bravely reaches Ivehind his seat
and turns me dowri, but rxn kfoic I get mive«l up with the
notes.losems place andhasctoadmlfonair thatlmmneiv a
passenger, which leaves me »tewing in abject lurv wiih mssell,f ompouniied when 1 get us lost leaving the siage aftetwauls

Nevertheless, the adrenalin means I'm dchtusiviy happy as
vsrirtuiii ilie Suhaiu Janking and viutleringinlo ihcsoivue
park By ilieiimewes*packcdiheImptezaavvayforthenight
the tain is hammering on the rwl of the awning, and with
most fans retired to the lc»cal har».1tindm> self sharinga beet
w Ith .Stigand Steve the rhreeofuschattingaKni-the-«rate »
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Motorsport: Bfol RaDyo Festival




