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Gran Premio Nuvolari
The Editor co-drives an important old Alfa Romeo
in one of Italy's great retro road races
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o’ mraght (LATE YD & sersbie feature Mg
fediowed Ralisn road everts before, | knaw that ay
werious photogragity would be mpossibile as the cars
tonT stand still long ercugh. | esked (e Swiss-baseil
owmer iF ) would be posaie 1o famSirise mysatf with
o tha o worknd e also 10 takn some pre-gvarnt
pictures. He agreed because the co, post restoration,
was bewrg Iotied after by Adrian Hemitton o London,
S5 it was guite convenient 1o have It raseported 1o
our Eeat brack in Surrey,

O it clary Last susmovmer, the glasssmng Alls Rorwa
was rolled out of ita Erader, | was given & Drieling By
Dexgpe Machell, the car's minder, and found that
marything wan very strsightforwand and that & was
rok the cocnplzatied boast | sxpectod it o be | wan
expicteg all tha drama of the mathancl-fusdad OF
Alfa Bomen #3 we ren recently. Not a b2 of It The &C
230l started on the button and quickly settied down
1o an even bokover, & gertie sbecylnder thed
emanating from the smal-bore gehaust mpe

Hatwirg driven pid Alfas before. | was expectng that

v 1 passenger ares

#6power delivery was smooth and drama free

taking the car up to deceptively high speeds??

s con wiowdd setpany great concertration tut | win
ipamantly sueprsed to find that it waes very eavy o
ririve. Tha geanhungs wis the conventionsl H pattern
wid the pocals wene in the right order. | seon Tound
thist the gearbon did not want to be hurried and reither
thes Ehp Erieirl Thena Bigg druims up frart had to be
bt with respect and showing down we a0
aperrtian that regueed pre-plareeng. Wieh sround
1ty awadabie, BCCORIUON Wil MOt Roing 10 be
slectric - and it wasn't. The power delvery was smooth
ard drama free baking the car up ta deceptively high
speeds, the subduod exhaist rote easy on the cors
Tree steanng wins surpeisingly light snd dieect without
any play or wibeation thiough the column, Frenca
Carbese must have found the Alfa a delght to dive on
the Mille Migiia, o o for CoWNng gTeaT SELAACEE with
PONE, W WITE expecting Lo find out
Mantowi in September, late sommes suynshiee and

blue siies? Not @ bt of It grey end rain forecast -
fneat. The imabty of my volinteoring 1o co-drve was
bagrneyg to dewn onme. st how 0 you mag reed i

o cramped, open car at rght and i the ran? In troe
Eakan Dradition you just g0 with the Nive and trust the
everything will turm oot 0K

The administration i a typcsl talien affas with
Oty of Antsants and counbiess dess of oMficals
wach ane ticking your name off the ontry list. You have
o iy & doctor £30 1o Nggn your Pealth Seclation.
Your couded N0t ankor this ovent by mestake. 'With littie
storage 3pace m the Ca, our concern Dot Cannyvg
Rgzagn for cur cvmTaghy in Riminl was solvod as the
evgarssers had a van (o transport our belongngs.

Checks completed, we drove off 1o slsemids in
Pazza Sordello, the start and finesh of the svend. in
true ftalan tradtion everythig stops for lunch
Scrtabily tewdonoed, we slared wp tha Alfa and wem
fagged off by a fystoncal commentator smsdst
MNashery comes i and chaenng crowets. 'While | sl
#c wave | am inwandly preparing mysatf for the
dantrg tatk shead

The voluffeous roed book is full of Tulier
Finroghyphics. Fortunatsly thive's & good map, and |
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6By the second time check the engine had
dropped down to five cylinders. Not a good sign??

e - 63995 M |

had brought are of rmy owe, too. Tulip deecbons ane
fire et yout revss one and then [0 really bard to
Dackirack mentaly (0 wihens woul wen? wrong, As it
happened, every ridd LOCHon o the entire 1000kim
couse Mad an evird deection arow on displivy, How
treughtfid, Mow | am feelng mone relased e ofor 8
pryer to whoever iU was (18 went St 1 8 van the
diy before ta mount the signs. Did they huve to collect

hevis all up afterwands?

After cur first time check, whers we vae groeted by

wallagers in Frsciaspval Costume and presented with

cakig, The Alfa started tn sound 8 Bit grurgy, This was

not & good sgn. By the secand tims chack the engine
hisd dropped devn 10 fraw cylnders
Hywﬂfu“dﬂmm!m(mmm
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Ehas, thaugh e did agres that we should s2op to

= auta italls §

L A% It happ Wl COTTE Lo an Alfs
Romeo Servioka' n the mddie of nowhere. The soltary
g i et seserm sy overawesd wihen o LR
BL 23008 MM pulled into hes workehop. Parhaps cas
B B, s 81 Ehee fime. Aurrwiry, e 100K the
dstenton cap off, scaated some stull el wisgied
a o loads, nevived the engine Lp and exprossod his
ki faction for @ pab he conssdmd well done. Payment
wins rafuand and v wann o0 DUr way, ondy 1o find Ehat
the Fauit stil existed

Rt bhan rivk serices erginn damage. we eiected
o ek msstance 'off prste’ and atuandoned the mouts
it frecar of & dvert inta Madens, home to artisers who
o Lspd 10 exptic machirery, 'We 3600 Tound curselves
outsde Grsoppe Cardinls workahop. a name well
It i i Maserali werld - see
s Candeimodone Com. We wene [eeted By e man
Femsatf, Guseppe Candicl, fonme: Scuderia Maserati
E5OF naChant and fndwnid clisic Masenati
specialst. It wi a ploasune b0 watch hem at work bt
s Frnferih w0l good rewd. The haed gashet had
Bl Dotyssan numbers v and tix peatons. Although
Carvirs wrs ohwinusly Canable of working on the Alfa
P (e hired dy pubeta, Wmﬂfampﬂn
out g0 b0 Milan, not Modena” He sed, Far cooremant”
| tcught.

that the ATy meafie we

§6The route between Arezzo and Siena 1s most

agreeable, so life wasn't so bad after ally?

S, L TACD s FUN just Bokam i This svred win
ke phiksnphical about the whole thing and made
prputions for (Fee Caes recoweny, He calied hin
transporitar driver who was staying in Mantows and
whio came down Fo collect the Alfa. Mindfil that oar
e W o Ity wary L Bmied the cweee sugested
that wa catch up weh the event in his Toyota
Landcrusser, not glate i bhe spint of Ehings bt at leoat
o weodd s (e fanesti. W acrived in Brses aftor &
danh down the sutostrada to find many of the travel-
st Cors slinity &1 port Terme, Thene fad been ran
and soma estriton slong the way.

Thr Soloweng rrorring, ersbrec of jomning the sarty
Fisry for (e ogoc stact, wn had a b of @ Be-n and
caught up with the svent during tha moming. The
et Bt weeen Arerin ard Seea m rrosl agreesble, so
lifw wamer't 50 bl ofter all Sk w sturveng, 11 was sy
Frat visit and the sisepness of tre huge Pazzs whene
i Pl b Fun g quts speising. You cannot
appreciate the perspoctive when you see [t on
Eebvision.

Ty 10 G Prperst Muvelisni & # negulsry ewert
thenn v sorme serioosly Fast cam o e sntry. Driving

Stancartdy were scceptatie but thems seemy bn Be an
wrerikton low that ¥ you we deving @ Clagsic cor i an
vt then you Dan avertalkee ampwherm with impunty,
and 1hat nclhudes the sedry into Dind oormen and over
il crests. OF course, bewgt i faky, whoeves & coming:
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50 Clsan with a crew looking o

whnne an open ou Saat it ity vt Coweied skrm i &l

on @ Ranpen bend. The

¥
goahoot aed we wens abie to
C 33008 and two

poed nsce. Fortunately whan the
Teved
A gals deves wirs heid in Rimirs on the last night and

oo they wene found to be w

&6\\e were able to form an impressive line-up for
our 6C 2300B and two 6C 265 Corsas??
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v, fioe LD the ¢ Mille Mighia
Sordolo

aad of

W aerteed B

50wt Cowld! be i at Ehe
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