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Classic Gullwing
Mercedes is public’s
choice
November 24, 2014 • News

While the stunning Mercedes-AMG GT has been making

headlines since its launch at Paris Motor Show, one of its

famous ancestors has also been in the news lately.

A rare alloy-bodied 1955 Mercedes-Benz 300 SL Gullwing

Coupé won the inaugural public choice vote at the 2014

Concours of Elegance held at Hampton Court Palace.

The car is one of just 29 alloy Gullwings built, the rest of the

1,400 300 SLs having been built with steel bodies. It was the

19th alloy 300 SL to be built, ordered by Italian gentlemen

racer, Dottore Alberico Cacciari, who is said to have raced it

at every opportunity.

This car was the only alloy-bodied 300 SL to compete in the

1956 and 1957 Mille Miglias, with Cacciari driving, and the

car appeared at the Concours of Elegance as it raced in

1956, complete with its ‘452’ racing numbers, original tool kit

and factory-fitted luggage.

The annual Concours of Elegance differs from more
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