Carrozzeria Colli

The Milan-based family run company that specialised

in building cars with aluminium bodywork

efore opening & carrozzenia in bis oan

name, Guseppe Colli workad for Touring

Superieggera in Mian. Me was a master n

shaping sluminium panels and in 1931,

wace of thee capabtilties and potential of
the workforce in his own family, opered 8 workshop
n Mdan in Viale Certosa ‘enlsting’ his childeen
Bendamino, Mario, Candido and Tarcisio.

The five members of the industrious famiy worked
from morming til night bulding alumenium parts for
other bodytasiders, Thew skils were also well dnown
Lo racing drivers, who used thew workshop for repairs
to dented racing cars damaged In minor accidents. it
was a short step for Coll to progress by undertaking
more complex repars and eventually to the creation
of complete bodes. AL the end of the 19308 Cols
began working with Arnaido Rosedll, an engineer
with the vocation of an artisan. Together they
transformed mass-produced road cars into

rapkd racers,

Becaouso of this successfiul collaboration and the
Ightness of the sluminium bodies, an incresse in
racing car performance was provded, which gave rise
to several successful sportscars based on the
versatile mechanics of the Fut Millecenta. The fame
of Sport Rosell and Coll even crossed national
boundanes, 50 much so that Fat-Roselll 1100 Sport
driver Adolf Reichenwalioer achsoved a class win in
the Geeman Exffel Grand Prix of 1939

Colil's abiity was soon recognised, especally in the
Milan ared, and New CUSTOMErs were attracted that
required thew cars to be prepared. some were
ndvidual owners, others came via the official Lancls
dealer Rinaldo Tinarell. Notably among the latter was
Gigy Villores: who had special bodywork made for the
Lancia Astura Sport modified by Jano, The car Sealer
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with Alfa Romeo resulted in Colli building the Giulietta
Promiscua station wagon, which was suitable for the
transportation of people and goods. In 1959, the
Giulietta family saloon was increased to a six-seater
by a stretched floorpan, while among the special
vehicles was the Romeo Van prepared for the Reparti
Celere della Polizia and the Romeo Van, Alfa Romeo's
official service vehicle.

In 1962, Alfa Romeo asked Colli to transform the
bodywork of the new Alfa Romeo 105 series Giulia
to create a Promiscua version. The model received
a lukewarm response from normal customers, but
aroused strong interest by the Societa Autostrade
(roadside assistance). In fact, with suitable
modifications, the car was assigned to
detachments of the Polizia Stradale for patrol and
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rescue, combining the Giulia's recognised high ABOVE: Very smart 1954
performance qualities and a cargo area capable of Fiat 1100-203 TV Coupe
holding all the necessary equipment for the police LEFT TOP: Fiat 1100 Spider

patrols on the autostrada. Corsa - Ferrari 166 inspired?
In addition to the police Giulia, Colli built a number of LEFT LOWER: 1954 Alfa
ambulances on the same platform and a special Romeo 1900 Ambulanza

cabriolet version that Alfa Romeo commissioned for the
use of the President of the Republic, Giuseppe Saragat,
on the occasion of his visit to the factory at Arese.

During the early 19705 Carrozzeria Colli was in crisis
because of the irregularity in the orders of the Giulia
Promiscua by the Societa Autostrade and soon after
closed its doors in 1973. However, the fast and
spacious Promiscua developed by Colli survived for a
few more years, produced by the smaller carrozzerie
of Grazia, Giorgetti and Introzzi. I |




