1,735,000 lire tor the Sprnt and 2,050,000 hre for the

Sprint Veloce. The corresponding Spiders were priced at

The first Spider.......coeviviiiiiiiiiiiirenenne,

Chronologically the Spider came nexe, in the summer of
1955

to share Veloce upranng with the Sprint, This open

Fhis wis a sports car by any definition, and it was

version brought Pininfarina into the world of volume
production

While the bodywork carefully retamed strong
Ciulictra resemblances, none of the body panels was
conmmon to the other models, Tt was a beaunrlly
balanced &

nose sevling. shorter than the Sprint and wath no

. open to enticsm onhean the detainl of

to offer seatingr tor more than two. [nits ficoings, the

cockpit hardly improved on the coupé, with an open

* hele and grab handle ahead of

e

['here were three sensible round instruments i frone of

Prototype and definitive
Spiders, Apart from the
window frames on the
doors of the prototype,
differences are in details
such as the aggressive

bumper horn
embellishments on the
American production car
(right) and the rounded
windscreen corners on
the prototype (below).

THE GIULIETTA

the driver, a central rev counter flanked by o speedometer
on the nghr and a water temperatures ol pressure/fuel
gauge on the left,

Ihe pale grey Spder prototype 1n the Alfa Romeo
Museum shéws differences around the cockpir. This car
has fixed side window framies; with fixed quarter lights
and sliding secuions i the man part. The soft-top was
remaovable rather than foiding, with three attachiment

points an the rear deck. The scat backs tipped forward

fhus allowed enough luggage space for a bnefease to

be stowed upright. There was nesther a glove
campartment nor a grab handle, buc the passenger did

face a row of four pull-push controls, for dnvers wath

long night arms, The three mamn dials ahead of the dnver




ESSENTIAL ALFA

ROMEO

Pininfarina’s ‘Spyder’
(above left) became the
standard production soft-
top, but this one looks
curiously unfinished
without its wheel trims.
Bertone’s chunky little
Giulietta-based spider

(above right) was a one-
off study and perhaps
more attractive, but the
addition of an adequate
bumper might have
spoiled the nose. US
advertising from 1957
(right).

frad the same funcuons, but were arranged with the rey

counter at a hgher level and m l.';n.'l.'\lc extended

rowards the driver, &1 o conphasise thae chis was the

one thas mattered, The gear lever lopKed exceptionally
sturdy, but another carle Spider had a calumn g]‘.-.m;:-:
This museurn car has no mame oo the rear, just an Alfa
badge on che pose and Pimnfanna’s 17 emblem bebond
the frant wheel arches, Unhke the coupé, the chrone
srrip beoween the wheel srches ran below the doors and
was unbroken

I'he Spader scored over 1ts popular Brnsh
counterparts 1 sophsucaton, notably m s wind-up
windoews and s sott-top. which was easy wocereer and
told, and could be tucked awav under a near cover

berween the seat backs and the Front-tnged boot lid,

Orveralll acwell asin s wheellase, the Spider seas shorter

than the coupé, but the absence of eecasional seats meant
thar mare boot space could be provided, paracularly as
the spare wheel was stovwed ahiead o the boot.
Ouewardly the nose followed conpe lines, bur g
divided bumper accaommuodited che lower ceneral arille,
ased there were promiiene overndens au tront and rear, In
aunifving touch, chrome trm awas run along the Hanks ar
bumper heighe. below the doons. Apart trom a spime sinp
an the rear-hmged bonner and Pinintanna badges behimd
the tront wheel arches, there was no other embellishment.
Piintanna achteved scructural imtepney withoue
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extensive bracing, the open car weighed shghtly Jess than
the coupe. and generaliv the Spider was ruad. While
there was somse scuttle shake. later Spiders were o regress
in this importne decal.

The only autharitative road test of one of these eurly
Spidersappeared 1 Road & Trark, which m 1936 tre

‘the only Spader west of the Mississ

ated
ippr very carefully: e
recorded a 100mph (160kph) top speed. slightdy hagher

thar che clnmed S6mph. although that tseli was anodser
conversion of a rounded figure (155kph). The magazine




